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T O 



TO HIS SER£N£ HIGHNESS 



THE MAR<3RAVE OF BRANDEBOURG^ ANSPACH. 

AND BAREITH. 




USTOM has long given a Preface to 
every book that has been publiftied — It is 

» 

likewife accompanied with a Dedication. I have 
always thought the laft made the firft unneceflary — 
Indeed both may be difpenfed with, if an author 
does not think his ftile requires an apology for 

• a - 

offering to the Public a work, which his humility 
or juftice may lead him to think fit only to put 

his readers to fleep The greateft part of the 

4 







DEDICATION, 

public has my permiflion to doze over the 
following fheets, as I expofe them to the 
of my enemies, without referve, merely to oblige 
many of my friends; who, knowing I had taken 
a long aiid extraordinary journey, have defired 
me to give them fome account of it The 

beft I could give, and in the moft agreeable 
manner to myfelf, was by tranfcribing part of 
my letters to you — ^in which, though in a curfory 
manner, I have given you a faithful pifture of 

what I have feen Befide curiofity, my friends 

will in thefe Letters fee at leaft for fome time 
where the real Lady Craven has been, and where 
ftie is to be found — ^it having been a praftice 
for fome years paft, for a Birmingham coin of 
myfelf to pafs in moft of the inns in France, 

- 

. Switzerland, and England, for the wife of my 
hufband — My arms and coronet fometimes fup- 
porting, in fome meafure, this infolent deception ; 



DEDICATION, 



by which, probably, I may have been feen to 
behave very improperly. I think it my duty to 
aver upon my honour, that it has frequently 
happened to me, travelling with my fweet child, 
to find a landlady, who has Ihewn a particular 
defire of ferving me in the moft menial offices, 
with tears in her eyes, and upon my aiking the 
reafon, in the honeft indignation of her heart, 
ftie faid, flic had been impofed upon, at fuch a 
time, by a traveller who called herfelf by my 

name If I had poflefTed the invaluable 

bleffing of having you for my real brother — this 
curious and unheard of treafon to my birth and 
character would long fince have been puniflied- 
in the perfon who could only countenance the 

deceit ^But let me thank Heaven that 1 have 

found in you, Sir, all the virtues which I could 
defire in a brother^ and that affeftion and refpeft 
which leads me to dedicate thefe Letters to you. 



I 
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My aaians in fiiture will prove more than this 
feeble tribute, how deeply imprelTed I am with 
all the feelings of eileem that can fill a grateful 
heart; your people. Sir, your many virtues, that 
make all that approach you happy, will juftify 
my dedicating vay fludious, as my focial hours to 



you 



ELIZA CRAVEN. 
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LETTER L 

- t 

Paris, June 15, 1785; 
The honuur yuu Jo uie, in wifliing to hear 

from me^ defervea in, return a greater enter- 
tainment than my letters can afford; and if 
it was not for the precious name of lifter, which 
you order me to take, I ftiould perhaps be a long 
time before I could venture to write to you; but 
when you command me to look upon you as my 
brother, the idea coincides fo perfeftly with the 
efteem and friendfliip • I feel for yop, that I obey 
with pleafure — '•^^— 

Since your Highnefs left Paris, I have had my 
brother and fifter here ; the fouth of France has en- 
tirely recovered her, and fhe is in a fair way of 

B 



2 LADT CRJFEN's JOURNET 

producing an heir 1 have many nephews but 

none of that name yet — - — — — 

I Ihall fet out to-morrow for Touraine, called 
by the French le Jar din de la France; — and at three 
o'clock in the morning, as it is very hot — My harp 
is in the coach with me ; for though my intention 
is not to ftay above three weeks where I am going 
to — I cannot be fo long abfent from the foimd of 
an inftrument that I prefer to every other. 

I have fent you fome Engliih garden-feeds which 

were given me by Lady . I hope when you 

are eating your fallads this fummer, you will think 
of your adopted lifter, and believe that it muft be 
very good reafons, that deter her from vifiting Fran- 
conia, in preference to all other places. — — 



I have the honour to fubicribe myfelf your 
very aife^lionate fifter, faithful friend and fervant, 

m 

Eliza. Craven. 
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L E T T E R II. 

I SLEPT at Orleans laft night — and as the 
weather is extremely hot, I refted in the middle 
of the day at Blois, where I examined the Royal 
Chateau^ a houfe compofed of different orders 
of architefture, built at different periods of time, 
and by various perfons. The moft modem addition 
has been made by Gallon Dlic d'Orleans, who 
chofe to place an Italian , ftru6ture in .the midft of 
the various irregularity belonging to the ancient 
Gothic, one part of which was built by Francis the 

Firft ^The ornaments of this (feveral of them) 

were to me as incomprehenfible as Egyptian hiero- 
glyphics would have been. I wifhed my friend 
Mr. W. at my elbow, whofe knowledge in, and 
tafte for the Gothic, might have explained them, 
— ^The porter who conduced me about, feemed a 

good hiftorian for a perfon of his condition. 

I need not tell you, how many extraordinary per- 
fonages and events this Chateau called to my mind. 
—If the confufion which ambition naturally creates 
in hiftory, fhould at this moment prevent your 

B 2 



4 LADT CRAFEN's JOURNET 

memory from placing them before you — I refer you 
to the Nouveau Voyage de la France^ par Mr, Piganiol 
de la Force, who gives a curfory account of Blois, 
and this Chateau — ^but he does not fay, what I can 
affert, that fo many perfons have fcraped the ftone 
on which Henry Due de Guife's blood fell, that 

there remains but one half of it. My old Qpn- 

du£l:or told me thofe who preferved the powder 
as a relick, were people related to the Guife 
family, and curious travellers — I was not one of 

them. ^This Letter would be too long if I inferted 

an adventure which happened to me at the poll 

beyond Blots. You iliall have it in my next. I 

^ will only add to this, that if ever you go from Blois 

to Tours, do not go by night — the road is on a 
caufeway, the Loire on your left, and a precipice 
into meadows on your right, without any fence to 
prevent an accident, if your poftillions were drunk, 
or your horfes frightened. 

The uncommon drynefs of the feafon prevented 
my judging of the much boafted beauties of the 
Loire, which is now reduced to the narroweft rivu- 

let I have feen ^There are many caftles on the 

banks which ornament the landfcape — ^and were 
probably fortified, in former days ; one in particular 
put me in mind of dear B. Caftle. I fuppofe they 
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are left now, as moft habitations in France are (dif* 
tant from Verfailles) for a Concierge to keep his pigs 
and chickens in Adieu 



LETTER Iir. 

At the poll beyond Blbis, while the horles 
were changing, (an operation not performed in one- 
minute as in England) one of my fervants came up' 
to the door and faid, ces maudits poJiiUons ne veulent 
point laifjer monter cet enfant derriere la voiture» The 
word enfant always flxikes to my vjery heart : among- 
the many reafons I had before, I have now an addi- 
tional one for feeling about an enfant of any fort. — 
I am at this moment above a hundred miles dif- 
tant from the moft affeftionate, the moft engaging^, 
and the moft beautiful child that ever mother had 
— and for the firft time I have ever left him — — 

Quel enfant? fays I, looking out on the left 
towards the hind wheel of my Berline — I faw a boy^ 
feemingly about ten years old, decently drafted in^ 
mourning — a crape round his hat, and black buckLes 
in his ftioes. 

Madame 't fays he — ^and the . , tears, ii>i' his eyes? 
ftopped his voice ■ 
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Eh bieUy mon enfant; parlez — 

Madame, le Maitre de pojle a Blois rrCa confeiUe de 
monter derriere votre Berliney comme il n'y avail point de 
malle — d prejent les pojtillons ne veulent pas nCy laijfer — 

Comment vous appellez vous ? 

Caffius ; 

Caffius — voila un beau nom; oui Madame, faid the 
child ; who had never, heard or read of any other 
Caflius but himfelf — mon pere etait gentilhomme, — and 
he gave me a pocket-book which contains letters. 
One of thefe was from a lady of quality to the child's 
•diftant relations at la Rochelle, defiring them to 
place him on board a fhip.— 

Comment, lays I ; vous voudriez fervir *. — 

Oui Madame; je nejaurais etre domejiique, parce qv£ 

mes peres etaient gentilhommes, — ^and among a variety 

of queftions which I aiked him — and to which he 

anfwered modeftly and pertinently — ^whenever he 

recollected that circumftance, it was a painful idea, 

— He had a brother and fitter at Paris, who had 

fent him to go from thence to la Rochelle on foot, 

with fix livres, and his letters of recommendation, 
for his fupport and prote&ion What unfeeling 

* Servir in French converfation always means ferve in a military 
capacity, and not as a fervant ■ 
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people ! Avez votts dine aujourd'hui ? It was then 
about fix o'clock. 

Qui MadaTnCi U maitre de pofie a Blois nCa donned 
diner — cefont les poftillons d'ici qui ne veulent pas que 
je Monte derricre votre voiture. The poftillions by 
this time were liftening to my converfation with the 
child, and one of them with a gruff voice faid — -]i ce 
petit monjieur veut payer un cinquieme cheval, il montera, 
-^Et Ji j'avais une grande mallei comme de coutume ? 

fays I. Monte z, montez mon enfant , and turning to the 
poftillion, vov^ aurez de quoi boire a fa f ante \ fo he was 
pleafed, and the boy delighted ; but as in France more 
than in any other country in the world, the value of 
every thing is — " So much money as 'twill bring;" 

— my maid was furpriz'd at my bonte d'ame. As 

I never eat but once a day in travelling, and that at 
the end of my journey — I ftiall never forget 
my fupper laft night 1 had got into my bed fa- 
tigued, and ordered my maid to bring me a foup. 
I had lain half an hour; the room was dark ; and 
when the door opened, the firft thing I faw was 
Caffius holding two wax -lights, preceding my maid. 
He faid, Mademoifelle might go to her fupper, and 
he would wait upon me, and his countenance had 
a mixture of comfort, joy, and gratitude in it. 
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fcarcely to be feen but in the candour of youth. 
This morning I had fettled with the miftrefs of the 
inn that flie fliould agree with a waggoner to take 
Caflius fafe to la Rochelle — I had given him fome 
money (too little for charity to name — ^perhaps what 
the avaricious would think too much) and a re- 
commendation figned with my name, and my feal 
upon it, when the poftillions I had ordered to take 

me to came to inform me, that, as it was a 

crofs-country road, they expefted three times the fiun 

ufually. paid As I might juft as effe6lually argue 

with a horfe as with a French poftillion, I aiked 
where the poft-houfe was? 

Only two doors off. 

I went there; the mafter was out, but his wife 
was at home; and while I was fettling matters with her, 
one of the old faftiioned French poft chaifes ftopt at 
the door, with an officer in it, feemingly emaciated 
by ficknefe, and his head wrapped up very much. — 
Caffius was at my elbow : Madame, Madame, fays 
he, ce mmijieur n'a point de malie, (in fa6l all the lug- 
gage was before ;) jf'irais bien plus vite a la Rochelle, Ji 
vous vouliez lui demander de me laiffer monter fur 

fa voiture. 1 went up to the chaife, and curt- 

fied very low ; the officer bowed, flightly ; I 
ftept back ; but Caffius pulled me by the fleeve, — 
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fo I once again advanced and curtfied Monjieur-^ 

Madame 

I brought Caflius forward Voici un pauvre or- 

phelin qui va a laRochelle — U eft venu depuis Blots fur ma 
Berline ; ft vous votdez Men lui permettre de m,onter der- 
riere votre voiture ce /era moi qui vous en aurai Vobli" 

gation Moi — I repeated in a higher tone of voice. 

—The officer had begun by ftaring at me from 
head to foot ; and before I had finifhed my Ipeech 
he endeavoured, but in vain, to draw off his night- 
cap Tout ce que vous ordonnez—^out ce qu*il vous- 

plaira^ Madame 

And I had the fatisfa6lion of feeing the little or- 
phan comfortably feated, and flying towards la 
Rochelle, certain that he would neither be robbed 
nor beaten on the road 

I am fetting out for * * from whence I will 
write you an account of any thing I fliall obferve 
worthy of being relate d 



C 
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LETTER IV. 



■ ' ■■■■ E h Touraine, June ar, 17^5. 

Al Y approach to this place was through bad 

crofs-cotintiy roads. I have feeii nothing yet that 
could juiftify the idea of this province being le 
jfardindt la France. 1 few many chateaux, which 
from the fmgular towers, their only ornaments, my 
fancy might halve reprefented heralds, giants, OT 
dwarfs, iffuing forth to enquire what beyildefed 
heroine Came fo near — mdis hilas — \ did nOt fee One 
pfeuvi -chevalier, nor any thing about thefe ancient 
ftruftures that could make me imagine they be- 
longed to gentlemen, much lefs to noble warriors— 
fiefides 1 was gravely feated in a comfortable coach, 
vamiihed and gilt, inftead of being on a white pal- 
frey. To be ferious, I am probably writing in a room 
once inhabited by one of Marguerite Reine de Na- 
varre's la.dies of honour; for this chateau was built 
by Francis the Firft for his lifter. The outfide is 
neither regular nor beautiful, and I cannot guefs 
what order of archite£t;ure was intended to be Ihewn 
in the building— —One front is towards the river 
Cher, flanked by two large round towers with ^iral 

4 
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tops, and the ground floor, towards the court, is at 
leaft four ftories high from the meadows in which 
the Cher runs; this fuite of appartments was proba- 
bly royal, the rooms remarkably lofty and well pro- 
portioned I am told the proprietaire had laid out 

four thoufand pounds, to repair the houfe and beau- 
tify the gardens As to the firft, it is in the fame 

ftate moft country -houfes in France are — ^wanting 

painting, white -wa£hing> and repairs of every fort ■ 

The ornaments in the garden are thefe; tnany ca- 
nals finall enough to look like troughs — and flatues 
made in plaifler, all mutilated; the little that re- 
mains of them made me wifh they had nevef ex- 
ifted — Paxt of the caftle-ditch remains, and under it 
are cellars ajid &.btenraneQus paffages of an enormous 
fize and length ■■ ■■ In this part of the country, the 
peafant's habitation is chiefly hewn in the rock} the 
door being the only wooden part of it; the la- 
bourers catch agues and fevers frequently,^ by return- 
ing home warm, and refling in thefe dan^ cells* 
From my windows I could fee theLoire if at its ufual 
height, and I have the profped of a Chateau where the 
heirefs of Bretagne gave with her hand that province 

to France. In a few days I (hall go to Tours, 

from whence I fhall again write, and affure you how 
much I am your affeftionate^^er 

C 2 
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L E T T E R V 

Tours, June 25, 1785. 

I Gallopped all the way here on horfeback, 
along a delightful meadow, and got off my horfc at 
the bottom of the Maily a very fine walk fhaded by 
Ibme venerable elms, which, by fome ftrange prodigy, 
have efcaped the cizeau of the tondeur — ^and j^read 
dieir majeftic branches much to the comfort of the 
Bourgeoifie of Touts, who here find a cool promenade. 
But I am told they are foon to be cut down. iS" 

font trop vieux If Mr. d'Eclufel, the late intendarU, 

was alive, he would oppofe this horrid fcheme; for 
as he had lived in England fome months, and had 
lenle enough to adopt what was good with us, he has 
given this town a clean appearance by adding trottoirs 

on each fide of the new ftreets 1 am lodged at 

the archiepifcopal palace. Monjeigneur is not here, 
which I regret — I am told he is a man of letters 

of tafte I am fure he is, by a chapel he has juft 

added to his palace. There is a large cathedral 

clofe to it, the outfide Gothic — the ftone-work is 
worth feeing — ^nothing in the infidebut what is very 
mediocre. 
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Another large church here, de St. Martin*, is fo 
nearly conne6led with our St. Martin's in the Fields 
in London, that the Tours clergy were obliged to 
fend to London to get fome ancient charter ex- 
plained There are many Englifli here — 

Adieu, I remain yours moft afFe6lionately. 

P. S. I recolleft that you may not know what I 
mean by the cizeau of the tondeur; to explain which 
I muft inform you, that ftiearing the trees in: a 
French garden is a cuftom as ancient, and thought as 
neceffary, as {having the beard; and tondeurs are paid 
for it by the year, " as barbers are by the month. I. 
have had feveral reafons given to me for this Gothic 
cuftom; among the reft, that it made a tree grow 
more beautiful and ftrong; which laft excufe muft. 
no longer be mentioned, naturalifts having dif— 
covered lately, that a tree draws as much nourifli- 
ment from the fluid received by the leaves, as from 
the root itfelf, — — — But nature may plead 
in vain her caufe for centuries to come in France, . 
ftie will long go dilguifed — ^The gardens and the 
poetry exhibit melancholy proofs of this truth, 
without my mentioning any more at prefent. . 

• The king ischanoinc de St. Martin— a very lingular circumftance-— 
In the cloifter is a moft beautiful frizcj done by the nciafterly hand of? 
Michael Angelo. 
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LETTER VI. 

June 30. 1785. 

I HAVE been to fecVeret, ahoufeof the 
Due d' Aguillon's, where there is nothing worth 
looking aty and Richelieu, where not only the palace 
but the town was built by the Cardinal of that name 

I rode to a village called JLUlebouchar, loft my 



way, and rambled above thirty miles over the coirn-^ 
try, before I could find out the Cwre*s houfe I was 
going to dine with. He is a very good fort of a man, 
fenjible and learned, and had aiTembled all the good 
company in the neighbourhood to dine under a large 

tent in the garden with me 1 muft not forget to 

tell you that I paifed cloie by the church from 
whence Joan of Arc took her invincible (word, 
placed there by Divine Power. LiUebouchar is 
only two leagues from Richelieu; where at the firft- 
gate of the avaunt-cour two old guards, with clothes 
as ancient as their faces, their bayonets on their 
Ihoulders, precede the company to the inner covurt. 
Here the concierge fhews firft, ftatues of the Roman 
emperors and heroes, tolerable copies. The 
chapel is next fhewn, where there is a picture that 
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plj^afed me much, and w^ich is faid to have been 

painte d by Michael Angelo I take it to be a 

copy It is fpoiling for want of car& — and I was 

told moft of the good pi^ures were lent to Paris. 
I was led through many rooms— the palace is im- 
menfely large. One apartment was called the 
Queen's * ■■ ■ ■ It was the Cardinal's firft intention to 

bring the whole court to Richelieu Every beam 

tof wood was Ihewn in the cielings of thofe times — 
Here they are almoft all carved and gilt over-^ 
judge of the expence. There is a whole-length pic*- 
ture of the Cardinal, by an Italian mafler, and a^good 
<me. After being walked over the houie, lai^ 

enough to tire a very able walker, I was offered to 
fee the Jfardins; but from the windows I had per- 
ceived the tafte of them, and therefore declined that 

plealiire 1 imagine the reafoh why the Cardinal 

prevented the court from ever coming to Richlieu, 
was the fame policy thett he introduced, and that 
exifts even now, of drawing all the rich nobles, 
finom die feats of their anceftors — ^involving them in 
all the expences of the court at Verfailles, that they 
might not feel they had a proteftion in tibeir home 
— ^but look for that„ and fupport likewife, from 

* For the Qoeien'ii ^rtmenv 9ni aU thrrooms> according ta cbeti^ 
deftinatioM, are ihewn«. 
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royal favour alone A cunning idea of making the 

nobles fupport him in his meafures, and particularly 
if he afted contrary to the good of his country. 

The nobles of my country may thank heaven, 
when they refleft that they are members of a great 
nation, enjoying their ancient feats, and expecting 
honours and emoluments from the court as they may 
deferve them from their coimtry. 

The French noblefle, at prefent, indeed have a 
■comfort under the weight of debts their fathers may 
have left them — they have a young monarch, ge- 
nerous and juft — and I really believe one of the 
beft kings that ever exifted. As his power is great-— 

if the nobles deferve — ^he will beftow greatly 

Adieu, Dear Sir, Yours. 

P. S. I cannot fee Chanteloup, the Due de GhoifePs 
houfe the Scelle is put on. He is dead but lately 
— ^fo I can give you no account of that place 

I was obliged to aifure the Intendant, and fome more 
French, the other day at his houfe, that Sir George 
Elliot * was not a Frenchman. Since he has immor- 
talized his name at Gibraltar, I find this nation 

♦ Sir George muft not be too highly flattercd"at this, for theFrenchare 
fo fond of monopolizing all that is worth pofiefling, that Prince Eugene 
and oar Capability Brown^ with many others^ are claimed by cheoi. 
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is extremely defiroiis of claiming him — ^but I took 
upon me to fay I believed Scotland might boaft of 
being his native land, and that of moft of his fore- 
fathers — However, if indeed they would choofe to 
date from a much earlier period, moft of us old 
Englifii would be found to be Danes, Normans, '&c. 
You will be furprized to find, that inftead of re- 
turning to Paris I am going Southward— My eldeft 

brother, Lord B ; has written me word, that it 

is pofiible he may pals the winter in Italy; as it is fb 
long fince he has been out of England. I have given 
him two rotites, and have told him I Aiall proceed 
gently to Florence j there to wait for him- 
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L E T T E R VIL 

Lyons, July 15." 

1 AM fafely arrived here, an<J to avoid going 
round fbme leagues I came a crofe-country road; 
look on your poft-map for Cormery, Loches, Bux- 
ancely, Chateauroux, Ardante, la Chatre, Montmarau- 

Culan, Roanne But, dear Sir, follow me only 

on paper; for the roads in fbme places were ib bad, and 
the lanes fo narrow, that my coach is fcratched — and 
the drivers, with difficulty perfuaded to go to the 
places I ordered them, fometimes loft their way. 
I went through great part of the Bourbonnais — 
and within ten miles of Vichy, where the king's 
aunts were taking the waters. The Auvergne moun- 
tains were fine objefts to the right. On my ap- 
proaching Lyons, I felt a great difference in the 
air — ^A warmer climate was eafily to be. perceived — 
The fmall conic winding hills, round which the 
country girls with their fhange fbaw hats, and their 
diftaff at their fide, were condu6ling their goats as they 
fpun, formed a landfcape new to me — ^particularly 
as the flat roofs to the cottages gave a lightnefs to the 
buildings that pleafed me muc h ■ 
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A fimple kind of plough likewife, drawn by two 
oxen, brought that period to my mind, when the 
Romans were conquering towns, or founding colo- 
nies ^The evening coming on, with a ftormy fky, 

made me almoft fancy that a Roman legion was here 
and there concealed by the rocks, which crown almoft 
every one of the conic hills I have before men- 
tioned, and which might ferve as finall batteries ; nay 
the very, clouds, which I often faw refting between 
the hills, might have ferved for momentary conceal- 
ment. 

But we will ftep out of thefe clouds if you pleafe 

•—for I am neither a Roman general nor a goddels, 

but at this moment a very miich fatigued mortal in 
a handfome apartment. Hotel Dauphin, rue de VArJenal, 
where I fliall eat a good fupper, drink your health, 
and wifli you as good a night's reft as I am likely 
to enjo y 
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LETTER VDL 

Lyons, Jufy iS» 

On the fixteenth I was too much fatigued 
to look at any thing but the jun6lion of the Soane 
and the Rhone, but on the 1 7 th I faw the paintings 
in the Hotel de Ville, moftly by Blanchet: his works 
are fpoihng under the cold hands of negleft and time 

The Taurobolimi may be very fine, and much 

to be admired by all lovers of antiquity; but I^wha 
cannot admire what I do not think beautiful, looked 

at it with great indifference Spon and other 

writers give a learned account of this, and of the 
brafs^plate on which is engraved the^eech made by 
Claudius in favour of the town, and which is left 
within the reach of mifchievous boys or idle beg* 
gars. The people of Lyons feem to pay a greater 
regard to the vanity of the modems than to the 
pride of the ancients. I faw a beautiful farcophagus 
in a lawyer's court-yard that lerved as a ciftem — 
and, in many old walls and houfes, carvings or in* 
fcriptions which I wifhed to examine, while the 
tradefmen within thefe habitations flared at the 
fbangers, who could be more anxious about ruins 
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than the new filks or embroidery they wiftied to fell. 
I cannot help thinking any antiquary might find 
many more things well worthy of the cabinet of 
the Curious here than have already been difcovered. 
As to the town's being handfome, which I was told 
it was, I muft affert that many parts of it are pofitively 
frightful; that the houfesare crouded together; each 
ftory, as it rifes, projefting over the other — and thie 
ftreets, as narrow and (linking as thofe of Paris ; but the 
environs are beautiful, and it is extremely amufing to 

go in aboat every way out of the town I took 

feveral fketches fromdifferentpoints, one from a little 
ifland, which was formerly called Infiila Barbara. 
You recoUeft a large round tower which crowns the 
prifon of Pierre-encife. The proportions of it ftruck 
my ideas of fymmetry very much — ^and after looking 
at it for fome time, I landed at the foot of the prifon, 
and walked up a hundred and twenty fteps cut in 
the rock: the guards let me in very civilly, and, to 
my utter furprife, among the prifoners I found the 
— — — . whom you muft remember, as he was 
very often with — — — — — . • — 



He afked me a thoufand queftions about J- 
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and laughed very much in talking over feveral par- 

• > 

ties with him and — — ; but I 

laughed on my part at his taking Mr. for Lord 

B . 

I had been told Picrre-ericife was a ftate prifon, but 
it is no fuch thing: it lerves as a temporary retreat 
for people of fafliion who live too faft — ^and are 
placed there by Lettres de catchet, till it pleafes 
the kind parents who have obtained them to re- 

leafe their prifoners. declares, whenever 

he obtains his liberty, he fliall revifit England, Which 
I fuppofe at this time, more than at any other, feems 
to him a paradife, as there is no fuch thing as a Lettre 

dc cachet there 

Do you recoUeft a moft charming pifture by 
Rubens, in the chapelle des Penitents ? I examined it 

a long time with great delight ^And did you ever 

obferve that all the fine pictures in France are 
filing, but thofe poffeffed by the church? Indeed 
knowledge and tafte are chiefly confined to the 
clergy — all other etats in France not having lei- 
fure to form their tafte; of which truth I muft 

give a moft ridiculous example ^ Every body laft 

year, that would be quite a ^AnglaifisBt Pais, had to 
wait on them, what they called a Jakay, a little boy 
with ftraight, lank, unpowdered hair, wearing a round 
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hat— and this groom-Hke looking thing waited upon 
them at dinner, and was frequently ftuck up with 

three tall footmen behind a fine gilt coach It was 

in vain for me to affert to fome grave old French 
people that jockey meant riding-groom in a running- 
horie ftablc, and that no grooms ever waited upon 
us, nay fcarcely ever came into the houfe, and cer- 
tainly nothing but fervants, as well dreffed and 
powdered as the French, waited upon us, or went 

< 

behind our carrfages. They angered, it muft then 
be a new fafliion, for it was tout-d-fait a H'Anglaife — 

et comme onfefait a Londres 

I am called away to go up to. the tower of Four- 
viere to look over all the town at once. 



Yours, Adieu* 
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L E T T E R IX. 

LroKSj Julf 21. 

The finepro^e6l: I waspromifed from the 
tower was immenfely fo indeed — Landfcapes fo va- 
rious, and obje6lsfo vaft and innumerable, that the eye 

feeks in vain for a refting place 1 do not know, 

dear fir, if you are of my opinion; but I like that my 
light as well as my mind fhould be collefted, to enjoy 
onepleafmg fubjeft at a time — ^Vary the fcene as often 
as you pleafe — ^but I hate confufion fo much, that if I 
was obliged to choofe a houfe, fituated on an emi- 
nence, commanding a large city, many windings of a 
river, and an immenfe traft of country, or one at the 
bottom of that eminence, with a view fo confined 
that I could fee only to the end of a fmall garden, I 

think I fhould prefer the latter 1 know this may 

feem very fhipid, but I never could comprehend the 
pleafure of what is ufually called a fine pro^eft, 
where it is only with a telefcope that the wanderings 

of the fight are to be fixed 

I have hired a boat to take me down the Rhone 
to Avignon; it is only a few planks nailed together 
that brought wood from Savoy, a fort of raft, but 
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looks quite ftrong enough to contain me and my 
finall retinue. I fend my horfe by the coche d'eau 

-^ Do not fuppofe that my love for the ancients 

has totally made me overlook the modem artifts 
here ; a Lyonnais merchant, whom I bought filks of 
in London, has fliewn me all the new filks and pat- 
terns. An ill tafte prevails univerfally as to drefs in 
France; the laft new defigns for waiftcoats, particu- 
larly, are frightful great fprawling butterflies — the 
very man who was fliewing them Chrugged up his 
fhoulders: 

Que voulez vouz, Madame P II Jaut toujour $ du 
nouveau 

There is a curious mill to wind filk on bobbins 
here; a horfe in a garret on the fourth flory turns one 
wheel which lets feveral on all the other floors in 
motion, and thofe turn many thoufand bobbins. 

Every ancient building here is fluck upon a rock; 

and I cannot help thinking they look like teeth, 

the rocks ferving as roots to them. 1 was affured 

the Saone ran in a different channel from what it now 

does, and that it was the Swifs who had cut through 

the rocks to give the river its prefent courfe — ^but if 

it ever was turned, I fhould think it was done by the 

Romans, whofe works, great and ufefiil, ftamped their 

date— The remains, that teflify how much they 

E 
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did in the environs of this place, may fairly excufe 
my fuppofition — ^if Caligula's fucceffor could now 
peep out of his grave— or Nero, who re>eftabli{hed 
this town — they might have fome difficulty in be- 
lieving it was the fam e 

Adieu, Dear Sir, Yours, 



LETTER X. 

AvicHON, July 30, 1 7 86. 

Nothing can be more delightful than 
my laft method of travelling by water. I have had 
high and contrary winds; but the Rhone's famed 
rapidity that I had heard fo much of, was neither fur- 
prifing nor terrifying — ^the ihores on each fide were 

rocks interfperfed with vine-yards and cafUes 

I landed the firfl day at Condrieux, where I bought 
fome excellent wine for 25 fols a bottle, the growth 
of that place — About a league from thence is la 
Montague Tupain, belonging to Mr. delaCondamine, 
where the beft Cote-rotie wine is to be had; that 
word fignifies really and truly roafled-coafl, the 
grapes being almofl broiled by the fun. The wine 
is of a red and fbrong kind — ^reckoned very fine; but 

like many other fine things, I did not relifh it. 

4 
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A little farther on the left is T Hermitage, a fpot fo 
called becaufe formerly a hermit lived upon that 
hill, the wine of which is too much known for me 
to fay any thing about it. I gave three livres a bottle 
for it, but found the white fo much better than the 
red that I ordered fome to be fent to Marfeilh*. 
from whence I fliall have it (hipped for England. 

There is a fmall town called Vienne, that has a 
fine Gothic cathedral, which I went on fhore to 
look at, together with a monument belonging to the- 
Montmorin family, well executed. 

I faw ieveral people on the banks of the Rhone 

lifting gravel; they find among, it little bits of folid 

gold, waflied down from the mountains; a moft 
horrid employment in this hot weather I fhould 
think; but what will not poor mortals do for gold, 
fince the rich are often flaves to that which they 
ought to be matters of — — — 

Montelimart is a cattle from whence I am told 
three kingdoms are feen, and feven provinces. I 
did not ttop to fee this or any other of the many 
catties I paffed by. 

At the Pont St. Efprit, which is a noble bridge 
indeed, I think the paffage. might be dangerous, if the 

boatmen were not very attentive. My coach is fo 

large, and has fuch excellent blinds, that I have not 

E 2 
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fufFered from the heat at all. ^The fliores lofe all 

their beauty near Avignon, which I could not fee^ 
becaufe it is furrounded by a high turreted walL — 
Madame de Brancas, the Due de Crillon's filler, 
was very civil to me, and we talked about — — 



I dined with L — d 



whole health is much 



impaired, and I hope this climate will do him fome 
good.— Adieu, dear Sir, yours 

P. S, I am told, by fome one who knows the Due 
de Crillon very well, that his filler is exaftly like 
him; which I can eafily conceive, for flie has as 
many proje6ls about her gardens and houfes as her 
brother had about the taking of Gibraltar: I hope 
they will fucced better than his have, for flie is very 
good-humoured— 
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L E T T E R XI. 

Marseilles, Auguft 5, 1785. 

Dear sir, I thought it unneceflary to give 
you any defcription of Avignon, becaufe you have 
been there, but as you did not take the fame road to it 
as I did in coming from it, I will endeavour to give 
you fome faint idea of a natural curiofity that I have 
feen, and which pleafed me highly — ^the much 

famed Fontaine de Vauchife. 

I fet out from Avignon in the middle of the day, 
and arrived at a town called Lille, where I took a 
French poft chaife, and went in it by the fide of the 
Sorgue's clear ftream, till the road was too narrow, 
for the carriage to proceed; I then walked in a 
narrow path winding round the immenfe rocky 
mountains to the left, with the ftream rapidly flying 
by me to the right about a mile, till a cavern, pretty 
much in the ftiape of thofe which lions come out of 
in an opera, prefented itfelf to my view, and from 
that flows the river. I am told it is an unfathom- 
able abyfs. Why it is called a Fontaine^ I am at 
a lols to gueis» 



/ 
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Monftrous rocks rife over and on each fide of 
this craggy arch; thefe feem to bend forward to 

meet or crufh the curious, Which ever way I 

turned my eyes, I faw gigantic and fantaftic fhapes, 
which nature feems to have placed there to aftonifli 
the gazer with a mixture of the melancholy, terrible, 
and chearful ; for the cleamefs and rapidity of the 
river makes it a lively objeft, and where there is a 
flat place on the banks, though not above a few 
feet in circumference, the peafants have planted trees 
or fowed gardens — ^you lift up your eyes, and fee ^ 
the moft perfeft contrafb to them — ^the birds, which 
hovered towards the upper part of the rocks, were 
fcarcely perceptible. In looking into the cavern, it 
appears horrible and gloomy; I could almofl have 
fancied the river ran thus fafl, rejoiced to quit 
the manfion from whence it ^rung. No wonder 
Petrarch's fong was plaintive, if he courted his mufe 
with this fcene perpjstually before his eyes ; Love and 
all his laughing train mull fly the human imagina- 
jtion, where nature difplays her features in the 
majeftic and terrible flile, and I was very glad to 
find fo good an excufe as this fituation for Petrarch's 
eternal complaint — till now I was puzzled to guefs, 
how a man of his fenfe could pafs the greateft part 
of his life in eternizing a lady's contempt of a 
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faithful paflion — ^but I now believe there was no 
Laura— or if there exifted one, he found in either 
cafe his imagination particularly turned to poetry, 
and that of the melancholy kind ; in this, probably 

his fummer's refidenoe, I who you know '• -, 

and have as playful a mufe as ever fmiled upon, 
mortal, fat examining the aftoniftiing pi£lure before 
me with a filent reverential fort of admiration — 
and Ihould have remained there till night, if I had 
not been informed that it grew very late, and I mull; 
fee the pifl:ures of Petrarch and Laura in the 
Chaiieau of the Marquis de Chamont, which is a 
miferable houfe a few fteps from the Fontaine^ 
' Thefe pictures are very modem — ^probably as like you 

as the perfons they were drawn for. 1 returned. 

to Lille, and eat crawfilh and trout, the moft ex- 
cellent that I ever tailed, which abound in the 

Sorgue 1 paffed through Aix, to come to this 

place; I did not flop, as I expefted a letter at 

Marfeilles, the contents of which interefted me very 
much: for — — — — 

I faw many plantations of canes, which I wonder 
we do not cultivate in our water-meadows in Eng- 
land — and I bought very excellent melons out o£ 
the fields for five fols a piece.. 
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A country flowing with wine and oil, and where 
figs and melons are to be gathered on each fide the. 
public road, may be a very fine thing; but a want of 
verdure and fine trees gives it a moft imcomfortable 
and ungentlemanlike appearance. When I com- 
pared England and the fcene before me together, I 
could almoft have fancied I had the maladie du pays 
upon me — fo much did I wilh to fee a green carpet 
under my feet, and fome of our beautiful foliage 
over my head 

Adieu, dear Sir; how often I wifh to be with you 
I leave the juftice of your heart to determine. I 
remain yours moft affe^lionately 

P, S, I forgot to tell you, that while I was 

changing horfes at Lille, I talked to Captain B , 

a failor, who lives with his wife and two children 

in that neighbourhood He very civilly invited 

me to pafs the evening at his houfe, talked about my 

brother G , and informed me that the fource of 

the Sorgue was at this time remarkably low ; and I 
found by the marks the torrent had left on the 
rocks when at its height, that it muft be at leaft 
forty feet lower now than when it takes its winter- 
courfe : as I faw it, it creeps humbly from the cavern 
under part of the rock, and becomes rapid as it finds 
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its level and forms a river; whereas, when it is in all' 
its glory, it tumbles over the rock a wild cafcade, 
which muft add coniiderably to its terrific beau* 
ties — — •'^ 

I was informed by the inhabitants of Vauclufe, 
that people, who are tired of life, fling themfelves 
into the cavern, where, as I told you before, the 
water is unfathomable; upon this information, I 
afked if bodies were often found there; I was 
anfwered in the affirmative, and that they were 
chiefly the bodies of priefts— Adieu— — 

P, S, I never felt any heat like that which I 
experience here* 
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LETTER XII. 

Marsbillbs, Ai^ft 8> 17 §5. 

I Have examined the rocks juft out of this 
harbour, and think fome of them moft fortunately 
fituated to defend the port, but what furprifed me 
much, was being affured by the boatmen who row 
me out twice a day (to get a breath of air) that, at 
all times of the night, boats are fliffered to come in 
and out of the harbour without being examined 

People of all nations, that fill every day the 
great walk leading to the quay, made me think on 
my arrival that fome important event had drawn all 
the people from the houfes and the fhips together — 
but a repetition of the fame fcenefoon convinced me 
of my miftake. There are two very fine piftures, 
painted by Puget, reprefenting fome of the horrid 
fcenes at the time of the plague at Marfeilles ; they 
are only too well executed; I law feveral dying 
figures taking leave of their fidends and looking 
their laft anxious kind and wiflifiil prayer on their 
fick infants, that made the tears flow down my 
cheeks— —I was told the phyficians and noblemen 

4 



ro coNsryiJsrriNOFLE. 3$ 

who were affifting the lick and dying Were all 
portraits. I can eafily conceive it, for in fome of 
the faces there is a look of reflexion and concern 

which could only be drawn from the life 

I have ipoke to Captain , who commands 

the King-Fifher; he is obliged to perform qua- 
rantine here, though he had already done his duty 
in that way at Leghorn and Genoa before j but the 
plague rages very much all along the Barbary 
coaft, from whence be is come; and one cannot be 
furprifed at any precaution taken at Marfeilles 
to avoid this danger — 

I do not think Marfeilles a beautiful town; and 

the country houfes in the environs, which they call 
here Baftides, are frightfuL 

I have jufl: got a note from on board the King- 
Fiflier, that has been foaked in vinegar; the dire6Hon 
is fcarcely legible — s— Adieu, Dear Sir; the heat is 
fo exceffive here that I am abfolutely ftupified by it. 



Believe me yours afPe^lionately* 
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LETTER Xm. 

Hte&ss, Auguft 10} 1785. 

1 Stopped in my way here at Toulon, and 
intended to look at the dockyards, but was refufed, 
which iiirprifed me very much, as an Engliih lady 
of my acquaintance was fulFered to go into them at 
the time of the laft war with France, when her 
hufband and all the gentlemen with her were fent 
out of the town — I could get no other reafon. 
afligned for the refiiial, but this — ^that fince Lord 
— had feen them, nothing of Englijh blood fhould 

« 

ever be permitted to go into diem. So I walked 
about, and all I could fee was that the fineft ports in 
the world,, and jfhips worthy of being commanded by 
our admirals, will never make (at leaft for a great 
while to come) good failors of the French— my 
reafons I will tell" you, when we meet. — — 

Mr. de S , who refiifes to let any Ehglilh 

perfon fee the dockyards at Toulon, expreffed a great 
diflike to our nation, faying he had reafon; you 
will laugh when I tell you, that his reafon for hating 
us is, that in the l<ite war two thirds of his fquadron 
Were taken, with the greateft part of his convoy, 
defiined for the Eafl-Indies, and had he not bravely 
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ran away himfelf, he would certainly have fallen a 
prey to thofe opiniatres, Jeroces matelots as- he calls, 
our failors — — 

The gentleman wha waited upon Soulanges to 
aJk permiffion and plead my caufe, wifhing to re- 
colle6l: what defence Mr» de Soulange*s fquadron had 
made, alked an officer in the room the name of the 
French fhips, which the poor Mr. de Soulanges fo 
bitterly lamented; he anfwered he fhould recollect 
them if he heard their names, but could not 
exactly remember 

My friend alked if it was the Ville de Paris, 

le Glorieux — ^le Centaur — ^I'Artois — ^le Caton 

r Argonaut — le Jafon — le Proth£e — ^le Solitaire- 
le Pegafe — ^here the gentleman flared at him, and 
faid, le Pegafe was one of them 

Soulanges faid, yes, but the Foudroyant that took 
her was one of the largeft fhips in our navy, and 
commanded by that feroce matelot Captain Jervais,^ 
who would attack the devil, if he met him. at fea %. 
but, added he, Jervais, could not have taken the 
Pegafcy unlefs aflifted by other fhips — 

My friend told him, the Foudroyant was a two 
decker and C2u"ried only fix more guns than the 
Pegafe, and was taken in the war before the lafl, by 
the Englifh fhip the Monmouth, commanded by 
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Cafrt^ Gardiner, that carried but 64 guns-— that, 
though he had not the pleafure of being perfonally 
known to Capt. Jervais, from his public charafter he 
was fure he would do his beft in time of war to bum, 
fink, or take the devil, if under French colours.— He 
had a great inclination to have told Mr. deSoulanges 
what is very well known, that Capt. Jervais took 
the Pegafe after an action of little more than half an 
hour, without any help whatfocver, but his com- 
mands to a gallant crew- — and that the other fail of 
the line under Soulange's command ftruck to the 
Queen, Captain Maitland, after receiving a fingle 
broadfide; but he thought a repetition of naval 
a6lions, fairly ftatcd, might be painful to many offi- 
cers who were prcfent, and who paid the tribute 
due to oiu" navy, in expreffing the higheft efteem 
for it; and fo took his leave. 

The Pegafe in queftion is the very (hip my brother 
commanded laft war. I have often been told that 
file could not fail, by the French — ^but I always 
affured them, that flie has profited fo much by the 
trim he gave her, that ftie goes now perfe6lly well— 

They have alfo talked much of the improvement 
made in their marine the laft war; but unlels it is 
in the cloathing their fliips' company, I cannot find 
out in what Old Englilh officers have told me. 
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they- always fbimd their hearts lay in the lame place 
as hcretofore-^and that whenever they could fail 
faft enough to get along fide of the enemy, the bufi- 
neis was prefently fettled — I think I need no better 
proof of this affertion than one, which I hope may 
fiand unaltered in the book o f Fame for centuries to 
come; it is this— our marine is in part compofed of 
line-of-battle (hips taken from our enemies ; whereas 
there exifts not a power upon the face of the globe 
that can boaft of having in their marine one fliip of 
the line taken from the Britifh nation ■ 

I do not doubt but that the Miniftre de la marine 
de France^ and French officers, are excellent naval 
officers in theory — ^but when that is to be put in 
pra6Uce, I hope events will prove, that we remember 
we have no other ramparts to defend, our country 
and our liberties but the ocean, and that we ever 
were, are, and mufl; be, a race of feroces, opiniatres, 
matelots — ^You fay amen to this wifti, I am fure — fb 
remain yours moft affedlionately. 

I think the drive from Marfeilles to Toulon is 
beautiful — the rocks are as ilupendous and nearly as 
fantaftic as thofe about Vauclufe, and for fome 
miles they are covered with fir trees 
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You may form fome idea of the magnitude of the 
hills and rocks by my protefting, that the trees and a 
lew cottages which adorn them, look, the firft 
like tooth-picks, and the latter like the ^fmalleft 
Dutch toys — ^the road winds round moft gracefully; 
wherever there was a little valley, I faw large flocks 
of goats — ^As I cam6 nearer to Toulon, I began to 
fee many orange and pomegranate trees in the 
gardens; and the caper, which is a pretty but ftink- 
ing- creeper, grows wild, wherever it is permitted to 
take root 

From Toulon to Hyeres I was gradually apprifed 
of the chanmng fituation of the latter place, by the 
approach to it, which grew more and more lovely 
every ftep I took — ^The hedges on the road are 
compofed of myrtle, pomegranate, and wild vine ; I 
pafled by feveral neat-looking white houfes, the 
gardens of which are full of large orange trees. 

The town of Hyeres is about a league from the 
fea, placed on the fide of a hill. I fhall wait pa- 
tiently here for that letter I expelled at Marfeilles — 
This happy ^ot is refrefhed by fea-breezes — ^and 
from the elegant chearfulnefs which reigns here, it 
might almofl tempt one to devote many months to 
folitude and fludy. 






\ 
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LETTER XrV. 

Hyeres, Auguft 15, I785* 

I Went up laft night on horfeback to a 
chapel fituated on a hill near the fea, called notre 
Dame de Confolation: there is a man who calls him- 
felf a hermit, by name Laurent, and who by his 
medical knowledge, as he affures me, and the 
affiftance of the bleffed Virgin, cures the King's 
Evil. I talked to him fome time ; his ignorance and 
fimplicity amufed me very much ; but I pity thofe 
who truft to his phylical knowledge; I gave him 
fome very curious receipts, all impromptu, as you 
may gue£, affuring him, among other things, that 
bathing people in aqua fortis was an infallible 

remedy for the diforder he cured 

i defire, if ever chance fliould bring you to 
Hyeres, that you will afcend this hill, and examine 
the fi:enes around, towards the £ea; the iflands of 
Portecroix and Pourquerolle are beautiful obje61:s, and 
a peninfiila called Gien which is joined to the land 
only by a narrow road, forms a landfcape worthy of 
a great mafter's pencil — On looking towards the 
land, mountains on every fide, whofe tops are de- 

G 
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corated with firs and rocks alternately, and towards 
the bottom, with olive, orange, and fig trees, form 
a beautiful circle, feemingly intended by nature to 
prevent the fea from extending any farther — ^At a 
little diftance, inland, rifes the hill, on the fide of 
which is built the town of Hyeres : above the town 
are feen rocks and remains of the ancient town and 
wall. 1 could have fat and looked at all this beau- 
tiful fcenery for ever; but the evening clofing fent 
me home to my harp and my books. 

Yours affedionately «— — — 



"^»i"i 



LETTER XV. 

Htbres, Auguft 1 8, 17 8 5* 

I Hope the following lines will amufe you, 
for a moment; I only wilh they may make you laugh 
as much as I did, when I read the French officer's 
melancholy ftory in profe; whofoever he may be, 
fhould he take offence at my having turned his 
tragedy into a farce, I fhall bear his anger patiently, 
when I think that the princes of the Houfe of 
Bourbon, all the Spaniards, Lord Howe, and Sir 
George Elliot, each of whofe valour he flights, will 
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certainly laugh with me. 1 have marked the 

pages where I have literally tranflated his own phrafes, 
that you may not flippofe I have invented the 
ftrange things he fays — and I fend you his pamphlet 
that you may compare the one with the other 



VERSES 

Written at Hyeres, on reading a pamphlet called 
rHiJloire du Siege de Gibraltar^ par un officier de 
V Armee Francaifey imprimee a Cadix, I* an 1 783. 

Q W E E T Mufc, who haft with fragrant rofes fprcad 

^ The thorny pathof lifci, which mortals tread ; 

Who haft, with fancy's gaycft varied flowers, 

Bedeck'd with many a wreath my youthful hours ; 

If e'er and oft thy fong bcgiiird my carc^ 

Sniiling malicioufly, O Mufe appear ■ ■■ 

Apollo formed this fea-girt orange-grove. 

Fit haunt for playful Mufe, or happy love ; 

Here myrtle- bloflToms gracefully entwine. 

And mix their perfume with th* encircling vine 

And this, a youthful poet might fuppofe. 

The fpot where Venus from the waves arefc >■ » 

O Mufe, approach, with all thy mirth and fire. 

While Momus, laughing, tfhall new-ftring m^y lyre^ 

That I may briefly fing in numbers ^ay. 

What I have heard a profing Frenchman fayj 

G 2 
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His country's difappointtaent to affuage^ 
He tells a tale^ of fam'd Cibraltar's fiege^ 

A Tom-Thumb ftory of this ficge rektes — ? 
Of Gallic fame^ heroic Gallic feats ; 
Of Crillon's Duke^ and all his conquered men. 
Who ftalk'd out with him — to ftalk home again*—— 
My lyre be ftrong, for chords perchance may break. 
When Frenchmen of their arms «nd valour ipeak; 
While wond'ring worlds of Elliot's juftly ring; 
Thus fjpoke the grieving Frenchman, ebus I fing : 

Page 5. line i. Seven thoufand men, and eke York«-Towh, 

Artillery immcnfe our own, 
. Lately all taken by my nation^ 
L 3. Has added to its reputation— 

The conqueft of St. Kit's adorn'd. 

Names henceforth never to be fcorn'd. 

The names of (as new worlds can (hew) 
1.6. Washington, Bouille', RocHAMBEAUt 

p. 6. BussY, with our friend Hyder Kan, 

L2« SuFFREiN, unconquerable man. 

Promised in Ada greater feats. 

Than e'er were fiing in Paris* ftreets ^ 
1. 3. Promised us victory and teas ; 

Our ftreamers glorying o'er the fcas,. 

Proudly dilpUy -d on th' eaftern (hor€^ 
1. 6. Where Englifli banners wavM before. 

1. 9* Minorca too we call our own. 

Which adds to Crillon's name, Mahon. 
1.12 Pad conquefts, oft bring frefli in view ; 

Thus fet we out in eighty«two. 
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i. 13* Like the moft brilliant futnmer's morn, 

A Dauphin at that time was born ; 
1. 16, The people all were drunk with joy. 

To fee fo fine a royal boy. 
1. 17* RufSa's young heir from. Northern courts, 

L ao. Came to admire our fuperb ports. 

Our induftry^ fertilifation-— 

And Paris rais'd £is admiration. 
What circumftanccs thefc, t' inflame 
Our minds with glory and with fame I 
Page tS. But to thefe fplendors, fad reverfel 

Unpleafant news our joys difperfe ; 
For Rodney's vid'ry rcach'd our ears. 
Which chang'd our vap'ring into tears, 

p. 32. Our f&tes to mourning, hopes to fears. 

Since the year twenty-feven had Spaia 

Thought of Gibraltar's rock in vain j 

In awful filence long had ftar'd, 
p. 7. 1. 18. But to attack it never dar'd ; 

Till * Crillon offered gold and penfions. 

For fuch unheard-of new-inventions. 

As might this fturdy rock invade. 

For this full many a fcheme was laid : 
p. 6. 1. 33. The Houfe of Bourbon fquadrons mann'd, 

CoUcacd. armies, batt'ries planned ; 

Thefe preparations, vaft and great,. 

All Europe knew, were, to defeat 
p. 7. 1. a. Brave Elliot in his fnug retreat., 

# A papcr-merchant offered the duke an immenfe Kite, at the Tail of which a Maa . 
in a 2i Ws to afcend, and was to pour aquafortis over the officers and foldien; at Aa 
r^^£^^iold ttat the duke^had le kite fent over the rock-luckily for the 
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*D'Ar9on of floating batteries fpoke; 
Great Crillon haften'd to St. Roque, 
To take upon him the command 
Of th' army, both by fea and land. 
Page II. line 9. Four hundred workmen, under d'Ar^on, 

(Whofe batteries were made a farct on,) 
InceflTant work'd by day and night. 
To iiniih them, which gave delightr 
To Monfeigneur d*Artois> who came 
1. 1 6. With laurels to bedeck his name- 

Now martial feats his fenfes warming. 
And warlike ftores around him fwarming ; 
VeflTcls of ev'ry name and fizc, 
1. 19—23. In numbers dance before his eyes : 

Now to the lines the French troops march. 
Their queues fo tied, their curls fo ftarch, 
P- 13- Heavens, how the Spaniards flood aghaft ! 

1. 16. (Of Soldiers they the leaft, and laft) 

L 17, 18. In flocks they came our men to fee, 

1. 19, ao. And, by their curiofity, 

1. 21, 22. Proved how imperfedl was their notion 

1- 23. Of mufic fwcet, and rapid motion— 

1. 24. Our troops the Spaniards wonder r^is*d 

So on Columbus Indians gaz'd ! 

inventor, vrhohad put himfelf into the fack> the firing broke, juft as he was lifted off 
the ground. 

♦ Lc Chevalier d'Ar^on, v^hofe floating latteries deferved a diflerent Tate from vrhat 
they experienced ; they were neither executed nor feconded according to his plan. I 
have examined the invention, with perfons whofe judgement I can truft to, and am 
convinced that it is a very good one^-^and if jufiice had been done in the execution of 
them, the batteries, I do believe, were incombuftible and infubmerfible, as he aflerted 
they were ; but as to their aflifting towards the taking of Gibrahar — ^from the prudence 
of the general who defended it, I rather think we nave to regret, and the combined 
armies to rejoice, that they fucceeded no better. 
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An Englifh brig of iizteen guns 
Was taken by thcfc ftupid dons, 
P^ U* And this unufual thing, a prize ! 

Line 28. Our hopes uplifted to the ikies— « 

1. 29. 1 he little fleet that watch'd the bay. 

Came in to keep St. James's day; 
p. 15. 1. 10. For on a holiday 'tis right, 

1. II, 12. That Catholics Should pray, not fight—- 

But whilfl: our (hips delay 'd their cruifing. 
The Englifh brought the ugly.news in 
Of Rodney's triumph ; from the Rock 
Of guns our ears receiv'd the fhock; 
For Elliot thought, a gallant adtion 
1. 30. Deferv'd a mark of fatisfadtion 

Soon after this, four EngliQi knaves 
1- jii yi. Defected, and inform'd us, flaves 

Of hope and fear— that Elliot's troops 
p. i6. 1. 1, 2, 3. Of provender had loft all hopes— « 

Which rais'd our fpirits, made us gay. 
And think all fighting only play,— 
Then d' Ar9on made us move fo fwift, 
p. ai. 1. 5* His barrels* and his bags to lift^ 

!• 6. That in one night, his epaulemenC 

1. 7. Was form'd fo thick, fo long, fo ftrong, 

* The fame Chevalier d'Ar(on» who invented the floating batteries^ executed an 
epaulement (which he planned) within the fpace of four hours, in the dark part of the 
nighty between the 15th and i6th of AuguA, 1782 • It was called by hun the Parallel 
Battery, but more properly by Sir George Elliot, the Sappe Volante, from the rapidity 
of the execution : It was 1610 toifes in length, and ten feet in heiehth and breadth, 
formed of facks and barrels, brought to the fpot and filled with the land found there: 
I have feen his own account of the diftnbution of employment among fo great a num- 
ber of men (viz. 17,000} and which proves, that be haa a clear bead to calculate th« 
wvrk, foas to prevent confuIlon>. 
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Page 21. line 8. That fure^ if Elliot and his men 

1. 9. Could ever be alarm'd^ -twas then— — 

The Due de Bourbon came to pore 
1. 16. O'er d'Ar9on's /Work, on fea and (hore; 

His floating batteries com|del3e; 
His forty cannon-boats fo neat; 
His twenty bomb-boats add to thefe^ 
Will take the place whene'er we plea(e. 
The royal princeSt (wain of Bourbon, 
Of caution fcorn'd to clap the curb on ; 
But yielding to their valour hot, 
p. a6. L laft. Advanced almoft within gun*fhot--« 

Thefe awful things together bind 
Triumph and vi6t'ty in our mind, 
p. 35. L 3. Our foldiers play, and fing and dance & 

L 47. Oh ! happy nation ! happy France ! 

Whofe people, light at head and heel. 
No pangs for others ever feel.-— 
— All the work's fo quickly don^ 
Hope on ev'ry vifage flione : 
But all's not gold, alas, that Ihines} 
For Elliot fet in flames our lines ; 

To the fea for water went our men j 
The Englifti fir'd on thefe again j 
Ah, barb'rous nation ! cruel foes ! 
p. 36. Who mercilefs could fire on thofe, 

L 13, 15. Whom ye confus'd by many a (hot. 

By Elliot's order made red hot- 
1 
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We bum'd our fingers, then we refted. 
In fleep our fad affronts digefted. 
Our balls now fly round Elliot's head 5 
Bige4o.line IX, la. But he lay filcnt, as if dead ; 

m _ 

In vain wc make our bullets dance, or 

Sing againft the rock no anfwer.- 

p. 4* 1. 26. Heav'n feem'd to favour our intent ; 

The wind to welbvard firmly bent j 
1- 29- Ships of the line, full forty-eight 

Of ours, beipoke poor Elliot's fat( 

At anchor firm before his face, 

Refolv'd no EngIKh fhip fhould placo 

Or beef, or mutton, in his di(h, 

(He, food for us) or feed on fiCh-^— 

Gibraltar mute, by us ftruck dumb. 

Our triumph now was foon to come : 
f. 49. 1. 5, 6. Alas ! (the wheel is ever turning) 

Our triumph foon was changed to mourning : 

The floating batteries our reliance 

To fet the general at defiance. 

From them by fea to end the matter. 

With fliowers of balls, his rock we fpattcr j 

He, feeing now what moft we want is 

To eternife our new flottantes. 

Red bullets fends us by the fcore. 

That caus'd fuch mifchief heretofore, 
1. 18. And men of all degrees and nations. 

That gaze upon our diflF'rent ftations. 

With monftrous grief, exceflive wonder. 

See turn'd to fmoke our floating thunder, 

H 
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Some in the camp were free from care. 
Nor dream'd they of the dire defpair, 
Pagt54.IifleY4. The rage, calamity, and crime. 

That ftruck us jointly at that time : 
If 9o# For thirteen Englifli gun*boats came. 

To add frefh fuel to the flame. 
Amidft this burning, what coald fiive 
Hundreds from th' untimely grave f 
For through the flames no Frenchman choie. 
In faving friends, to fcorch his noie 5 
His brethren broiling calmly views. 
Rather than finge his beard or iboes« 
But Elliot and his men of fteel. 
That adt fo ftout, can pity feel, 

'f. sS* 1- <6« And Curtis led the gen'rous crew. 

To fave the foe, with death in view : 
Three hundred French and Spaniards took. 
And nurs'd and fed them at the rock. 
With anxious care, a care divine 1 
1* y^ Such deeds, brave Elliot, fuch were thine 3 

More to thy glory far, 'tis faid, 
f . 60. 1. 24. Than with hot balls to ftrike us dead— 

Our battVies burnt our fpirits firil. 

And gloomy thoughts our minds aflfaiL 

p, 65- 1. 3, 5. Hiftorians fay that we inherit 

From Gauls a moft impetuous fpirit^ 
But that it lafts not, as it ought. 
And ends before a battle's fough t > ■ 
Our princes, fick of war's alarm. 
Whom Crillon's camp no longer chaniw 
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With Cordova were going away ; 
But freQi bad news made them delay« 
A Spanish brig annonoc'd that night 
Howe and the Engtiih fleet in fight 
Now hopes alone our bofom warm. 
For buriling clouds befpeak a ftocm^ 
Sad councils and reflenons canM 
About our fhips, our hopes, our fame- 
The Aorm came on; it quickly bore 
The Englifli off the Spaniih ihdre. 
And ours from all their alienors tore : . 
Some were driyen near Elliot's guRS, 
Who fing'd the whifkers of the don&j; 
Too fure there's fire in that head ^ 
Page 78. line az. He fent us fcores of bullets red 1 

In him, 'twas horrid, I declare^ 
To take la Fortune de la Guerre, 
When beat by rain and ftorms we were. 
In the midft of al) this fad confufion. 
The Englifh fquadron mad^ intrufion 1* 
Cordova, fpight of wind and weather, 
p. 79. 1. 30. Caird all his officers together: 

They held a council, talk'd of fight- 
A frigate at th' approach o£ night. 
An Englifti frigate, {kimm'd away, 
I. 34. Like lightning into Roficre-s bay- 

Oh heaven and earth ! to France and Spain^. 
What indignation, wonder, pain. 
It was to fee two more advance. 

And Englifh tranfports to enhance ! 

H a 
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The horror of our fouls aggrieved. 
For thus Gibraltar was relieved ; 
It was relieved, dear France ^ but know^ 
Not to brave Elliot, or to Howe, 
Is due the glory of this deed. 
Which makes our forrowing hearts oft bleed, 
?Fge 91. lint 4; By copper, and by coals alone 

Their martial courage was made known > 
And if an Elliot's facred name. 
With that of honour be the fam< 
To wondering ages yet to come. 
And we were fent like children home- 
The coals that made his bullets red 
Deferve the wreaths that crown his head- 
And copper-bottom'd (hips I ween. 
That feud along fo neat, fo clean- 
Secure the adive Britilh foe. 
And not the valour of their Howe- 
Dear friends, like me, treat with difdain 
Their glory, and forget your pain p 
Hate honour from your haughty fouls 
That's gain'd by copper, and by coals— 

And now, ye playful dolphins, quickly bear, 
Acrofs the feas, this difmal tale with care ; 
At Calpes* foot, I charge ye, reft a while. 
Divert the warrior from his hourly toil— 
A Britiih hero fcarcely can refufe 
This trifling tribute from an Englifh Mufe* 

* Sk Gcoxge lUiot was thtn at Gibraltar— 
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Then to the weftcrn ocean fpeed your way> 

Ndr loiter thoughtlefs on the Bifcayn-bay— ; 

In Britain's channel once arrived, remain ; 

And let my countrymen from you obtain 

Your facred charge— —Beneatk the oak's deep fhade. 

My honoured friends, retir'd from toil, are laid— 

While they on French defcription fmiles beftow, 

France fows frefli laurels for each Englifh brow. 

Mean time with care a myrtle-wreath I weave 

To grace but onc\ the bravcft of the brave. 

• Sir G. Elliot.. 

You fee, dear Sir, that I meant to have fent it to 
Sir George Elliot; I know he has the French 
pamphlet — ^but as he may not be fo partial to the 
produftions of my mufe as you are^ I am rather 
content that you fliould fee it*. 



Believe me your's moil aflfedionately- 
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LETTER XVI. 

Hysres, Auguft 24, i78j^« . 

Dear Sir! I am extremely furprifed that 
invalids, who fly to the fouth in winter, do not 
choofe Hyeres in preference to Montpellieror Nice; 
it is true that it is more folitary than either of thefe 
places; but I am fure, by the accounts I have had 
of the laft, its lying, gofliping, mifchievous ftile 
of the fociety muft be a moft horrid thing for 
nerves ihaken by illnels. There is an uncommon 
cleamefs in the air here; the iflands appear to the 
eye to be not above, three miles diftant, and I 
am afliired they are feven leagues — Provifions are 
excellent here, particularly fifh ; among thefe, the 
John-dory and the red Mullet are of an amazing 
lize, and excellent; I thought the Dory was- called 
the Dorade, but it is called the Poiflbn de St. Pierre; 
and the Dorade, of which there is plenty, is a very 
indifferent fifh They ipoil the red Mullet by 

conftandy pulling out the livers. The land is 
too precious here to be i^ared for building, yet there 

are houfes enough to lodge ieveral ^unilies 

1 
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There is very feldom any rain at Hyeres^ and the 
rides of the environs are the moft beautiful that your 
imagination can form — ^particularly one towards the 
refidence of a Mr. Glapiere de St,Tropts — ^who has 
near his houfe a beautiful large valley between the 
mountains, which he might with little expence 
turn into a charming park with a river running 
through it. — ^You muft not fuppofe from the want 
of rain here, that there is no verdure, or that the 
orange-gardens look burnt by the fun ; the natives 
of this happy Ipot are extremely ingenious in 
turning every little ipring that comes from the 
mountains (and thcfe, fprings are numerous) over 
their fields and gardens, fo that the conftant want of 
rain here is the very reafon why every vegetation 
never fails of being refreflied perpetually. — 

Put all thefe circumftances together, with another, 
which I think muft weigh with every reafonable 
perfon, out of their own country, which is, that 
provifions are very cheap, and you will agree with 
me, that Hyeres is a very good place for an invalid 
to pafs a winter in, 

1 2un fetting out for Antibes, having received the 
information I waited for — — — . — 



I remain your's moft truly, 

E. C- 
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LETTER XVU. 

Antibes, Aqguft iZ, 17S6. 

Most part of the road from Hyeres to this 
place is very mountainous and narrow, fo I rode 

along the greateft part of it 

I find here an ancient work of the Romans ; it is 
an aquedu6l which a Colonel d'Aquillon imagined 
might be reftored to its former ufe of bringing 
water to the town, at a fmall expence; he met with 
much oppofition and ingratitude from the very 
people to whom it could be of ufe; but I am told 
he has obtained a penfion, and a monument is 
intended to be erefted to his honour — I believe 
there is no nation but ours that waits for a perfon*s 
death, to fliew fome fign of fatisfadion — ^for , the 
benefit derived from their fuperior talents — — 



If Vauban's plan had been followed ibr this port, 
it would have been one of the fineft in the Medi- 
terranean — ^As it is at prefent, none but veffels of 
the lighteft burthen can enter— 
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I have hired a felucca, a long narrow boat with 
three flioulder-of-mutton-fails, and ten oars, in 
which I mean to go from hence to Leghorn — I 
have talked fo much lately to you about orange- 
gardens, that you may fairly fuppofe, I paffed much 
of my time in them; but indeed I have not, for they 
are far froni being comfortable things to be in, 
though magnificent to look at, from a little diftance j 
there is one, and not a very large garden, at Hyeres, 
that brings the proprietor in fifteen hundred 
pounds fterling a year ; I was taken to fee it upon 
my arrival-r— but the ground is fo precious in thefe 
gardens, that none is to be Ipared for walks — fo that 
I was forced to creep among the orange-trees as I 
could, like any other earthly reptile 

The Spaniards and Algerines having lately made 
a peace, I am informed I run fome rifk of being 
taken by a Barbary corfair, as the Algerines turn 
their Ipirit of piracy on all other veffels but Spanifli 
at prefent — ^however I cannot fay I am the leaft 
afraid, fince the very fears of my Italian failors will 
prevent them from going farther from the fliore 
than what is abfolutely neceffary for failing — 

Adieu, dear Sir, 

I remain your's 



V 
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LE T T E R XVIII. 

Genoa, Sept. i, 1785. 

I Got no farther than Monaco laft night, 
where I looked over the old caftle which ftands 

perpendicularly upon a rock from the fea The 

prince was abfent; he is adding a Sdle de Compagnie 

to his chateau, which it wants very inuch ^^The 

building being ancient and irregular; he has taken 
moft of the fine pi^ures to Paris, as his people 
told me, and I was fhewn a modem comiih in 
flucco, one of Adam's defigns, executing as a great 
curiofity, tliough it was none to me, as we have 

fuch in moil of our parlours in England- There 

are the remains of iome fine painting en Jrefque in 

the court-' ^The room the poor Duke of York died 

in is one of the moft melancholy I ever law; the 
very bed had a gloomy look; but indeed all the 

apartments are dark and difinal—^ The prince has 

three houfes for his own refidence, at a finall 
difiance from each other, on this coaft — Monaco, 

Moncobron, and Menton His poffeflions do not 

feem very fertile, from whence probably arifes an 
Italian diftich my boatmen repeated fo often in 

•5 
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going up to Monaco, that I could not avoid 
retaining it; in Englifh it is — Monaco upon a rock, 
neither fows nor reaps, but lives on othcfs property — 
Tfeey addedy that part of his revenue confifted in 
a tribute which all fmalWeffels pay in going froni 
France to Itaiy, that is^ all but the French, who are 
exempt from this tax, which, by the bye, I law no 
other method of exa6):ing but a miferable little veffef 
of his I law in the port, which they told me' 
went after the others, who nnght refufe to pay it— - 

There were arms and ammunition for forty 
rfioufand men fent in there, by fmall quantities at a 
time, for fifteen months paft^— from' France 

Monaco's Prince, from his conne6lion with French* 

femilies, and his frequenting VerfailleSj is become, 

I fuppofe (though a fovereign prince) only a tool" 

of that court Thefe private military preparatiohs^ 

are^ conveniently placed for Italy, Monaco being 

within four-and-twenty hours fail of any Italian 

port north of Leghorn. — —Here I' found the great 

ufe of my new travelling bed— the feetj which are 

of iron, are placed in tin cups full of water, and a 

zinzsdiere, or gauze curtain with no opening to it, 

that lets down over me, prevented- my being 

devoured by gnats and every other fort' of biting, 

ftinging vermi n^ ■ • 
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I can conceive nothing pleafanter than having a 
clean comfortable Englifh yatcht, with four or five 
fenfible people to go with into Italy, coafting as I 
do — ^The fcenery is beautiful — Nice, which I pafTed 
by, is a fine objeft; the fky too is fo clear, every thing 
feems to con^ire in making this voyage delightfiil— 
but, alas! in a felucca, it is too true, what the late 

Lord D faid, that you never come out of one, 

without feeling all alive — ^As foon as the heat of the 
fun goes ofi^, with the approach of the evening, 
thefe Italian failors make a horrid noife too; they 
fing, it is true, not unharmonioufly; but for twa 
hours, nay more, the fame hymn to the Virgin — 
now and then interfperfed with a lively ballad — ^fo 
that the ftill part of the evening, which at fea par- 
ticularly invites to contemplation or converiation^ 

is ruffled by the gaiety of thefe poor fellows. 1 

am at prefent in a very good inn, the Golden Stag — 
and every thing I fee here is fo unlike any thing I 
ever faw before, that I am at the window gaping 
like a country-mils, that is in London for the firft 
time in her life 

When I have gaped to fome purpoie> you fhall 
profit by it 

I now wifli you and a good night — 

Your's affeftionately 

1 
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LETTER XIX. 

Genoa, Sept. 16, J 7 85. 

This town is oddly fituated — it isfo much 
confined between the fea and high mountains; the 
churches, convents, and their gardens, take up fo 
much room, that mercantile people can fcarcely find 
habitations; the palaces are extremely fine, but fo 
lofty, and the ftreets fo narrow, that to fee the 
outfide of the houfes, I think one fliould lie down 

in the middk of a ftreet 1 never faw any thing 

more truly magnificent than fome of the palaces, 

the pillars and ftaircafes of which are all marble . 

You may judge of the folidity of > thefe buildings : 
fome of them are feven and eight hundred years 
old — I faw one fl:air-cafe, the altering of which coft 

twenty thoufand pounds. It is well worth any 

perfon's while to. come here who loves fine pi6lures— 
in moft of the palaces there are fome — a few of the 
palaces have large colleftions — and in thefe printed 
catalogues of them — I have had the greateft pleafure 
in looking at fome — ^there are two Vandykes in one 
of the Brignoli palaces, that I think invaluable.. 
The man is on a grey horfe, the lady his wife, is a; 
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whole length — there is as much grace and beauty 
in her face and figure, as bis pencil €€>uld exprefs — 
All the magnificence of the Genoefe is confined 
to their palaces; by th^ir laws, they cannot have 
gold either on their clothes, carriages, or liveries — 
The chief amufement oC Udies herq is walking the 
ftreets in the evening, with their fedan-chair and 
feveral fervants behind them, accompanied by one 
or more gentlemen — it is very much the fafliion 
likewife, for every perfon who can afford it, to have 
one or feveral country-houfes — ^as they call them; 
but the fituations of them, perched about the fteep 
rocks, gives me but little idea of the country — ^The 

people in general do not look healthy AH the 

women wear what is. called a mezzaro, viz. about 
two yards, oi; more of bla^k filk or chintz, wrapped, 
about their heajds and fboulders, inftead of a cloak; it 
is extremely gracefid, if well put on — Every womsm 
has an opportunity c^ hiding a defeat, or (hewing a 
beauty, as th^y may conceal one eye, the throat, 
the forehead, the chin, or in Ihort fujffer thofe they 
meet to fee only what they choofe to dilplay — The 
mezzaro too has a grqat cgnvenience, which is, 
that a woman can fo hide herfelf in it,, that fhe may 

9 

walk all over the town unknown: this mezzaro 
is particularly adyantagepus to a perfon with fine 
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fhoulders dnd eyes -^— There are but two ftreets 
in the town where carriages can go; fo that fedan<» 
chairs or walking are the principal methods of 
going from one place to another. 

The females among the lower clafs dilgufted me 
much by their head*drefs-^their hair is ftrained up 
to a point OH the top of their head, and fattened to 
a pin— ^judge what a figure an old greyheaded or 
bald woman muft make. 

I ' cannot hdlp thinking this once floui^fhih^ 
republic, notwithftanding the opulence of fome of 
its noble families, is becoming very fall a dependent 
on, or a creature of the court of France-— Some of 
their nobles mairry into French families — and , foon 
lofe their fortune and their patriotic ideas in the 
eistravagance and fervility of that court — Corfica is 
a melancholy prOof erf this opinion 

Of the two noble Genoefe, to whom I had 
letters, the lady is dead, and the gentleman is not 
here; fo that I have announced myfelf no where, 
as I would not be detained here longer than juft to 
fee the churches and piAures, and though I ftiould 
have been pleafed to have fcen the manner of 
living of the Genoefe nobles, I would not upon any 
account get into a train of minillers dinners and 
vifits ■ 
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I have been much furprifed to fee a black Virgin 
and child in one of the churches here; unlels it 
be to tempt Negroes to turn Chriftians, I cannot 
conceive why they fuffer it to remain — 

. I have been on board the Galeres — and if the 
variety of very fine pictures have delighted me, the 
fight of heavy chains, and fo many human beings 
enduring flavery for years, has fhocked me beyond 
defcription — ^yet they do not look unhappy — and I 
think fervitude a more rational punifhment for fbme 
crimes than death ; but flavery to an Englifli mind, 
I fuppofe, muft be very horrible by what I feel 

Yefterday two Algerine flaves came to my apart- 
ment to fell flippers ; the oldeft of the two was one 
of the handfomeft brown men, with the beft coun- 
tenance I ever law — he has been a flave five-and- 
twenty years, and is fuffered to go about without the 
ufual attendant, which is a man with a flout flick in 
his hand, who follows the flaves who walk about 
the town chained together, always in pairs — — 

When I thought upon the fate of this old man; 
guilty of no crime; a prifoner of war — ^his looks 
fo noble and fo honeft — I wept — and wiflied I 
might have had intereft enough with the Doge 
and Senate of Genoa to have fent him home to 
Algiers -^— i 
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Thefe fort of piftures in real life, are of a dark 
hue — I muft therefore again turn to thofe I have 
feen in the palaces — I confefs I ihould not diflike 
to pafs three winter months here to examine them 

at leifure, and copy a few. There is a buft of 

Vitellius in one of the palaces, for which I am 
affured the Duke of Marlborough offered to give its 
weight in gold — ^The fum muft neceffarily have been 
very large, for the buft is fo mafly that it probably 

weighs above half any other marble ftatue But 

it does much honour to the duke's tafte, as the 
work is perfeft ; and much likewife to the poffeffor, 
to prize fo highly what deferves fo well to be 

efteemed. 1 have been offered any price I 

choofe to afk for a chefbiut Suffblk-horfe here; the^ 
ftable it is in is crowded every day, and it grieves 
fome of the Genoefe very much that I will not 
part with him — ^but I think a good woman's horfe 
is fo difficult to be had, that I never can underftand 
how any perfon can part with one 

Adieu, my dear Sir— Believe me - 
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LETTER XX. 

Fisa-BathSj Sept. 17, 1785. 

I Set out again in a felucca, intending to land 
at Leghorn, but contrary winds or calms became lb 

■ 

tirefome to me. that I landed at an Italian port 
called Via regia, had my coach taken out, and fet 
out by land for this place.— — I have pafled 
through a foreft of oaks, belonging to the Grand 
Duke. 

Some of thefe oaks are the largeft and fineft 
looking timber-trees I ever faw; I am aflured here 
the wood is not hard and good, like our Englifh 
oak; if fo, I fuppofe it is affected by the climate — 

I could not help refle£ling in one of the fineft 
palaces at Genoa on the want of unity and order, 
the two principles on which good tafte is founded, 
that is ever difcovered in the drefs and ornaments of 
all kinds which foreigners have — — 

I had pafled through an immenfe fuite of rooms, 
each more magnificent than the other; when coming 
into the bed-chamber of the miftreis of the houfe, 
her drefs which ftie had pulled off the night before, 
even her bracelets and rihgs lay upon a table, and 
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I can with truth affcrt— no village-girl could have 
adorned herfelf with more mean, ordinary, paltry 
finery than was exhibited— —The heir to this noble 
houfe, a child of about two years old, that had 
taken a fancy to my looks, and accompanied me 
through the apartments, was dreffcd likewife in a 
coarfe coloured linen — — 

Thefe circumftanccs were fuch contrafts to the 
houfe, that it brought to my mind a hundred 
examples of the like in France, where often, to get 
at the moft elegant Salk de Comfagnie, you are 
obliged to pafs through a dirty antichamber, where 
you are forced to hold up your petticoats, that you 
may not fweep in to the inner rooms a load of 

filth In the ftreets you meet a magnificent 

carriage, attended by fervants in coftly liveries, 
drawn by a pair of dog-horfes, the harnefs of which 
a hackney-coachman would not ufe with us — and 
frequently at Paris the fineft hotels have their 
architefture difgraced by the black funnel of a 
temporary chimney, running out at a window or 
through a cornice 

Thefe incongruities cannot be imagined, nor 
believed, but by thofe that have feen them — — 
With us cleanlinefs conftitutes our firft elegance; 
and fitnefs of things is next confidered — and I believe 

K 2 
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it is the combination of thefe two circumflances 
which enchants foreigners of fenfe and parts fo much 
in England 

The Grand Duke and Duchefs are here, fo that 
the apartments ufually let out to company are taken 
up by them and their fuite 

I have hired a comfortable houfe here by the 
week — thefe baths, firft built by the Roman Em- 
perors, are kept in excellent repair; and well they 
may, for the bathing is exceflively dear 

There is a public room at the palace, where the 
company affemble about nine in the evening — ^the 
heat in the day is exceffive — ^all the Italians lie 
down and fleep after dinner, and get up to drels 
about fix, walk afterwards, and meet in the great 

room. 1 met the Grand Duchels laft night, 

with another lady — I had not the leaft idea who 
flie was, being followed by a fingle footman in 
grey — fhe looked at me with the greateft attention, 
and curtfied very civilly — ^I curtfied and ftared 
at her, from her extreme likeneis to my coufin of 
witty memory, the late lady T 

I was peftered to death with queftions about my 

harp at night 1 find a harp with pedals is a very 

rare thing in Italy— and an Engliih perfon meets 
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with homage little fhort of adoration— The very 
fhopkeepers and peafants look in my face and fay— - 
Cara — Cara Ingleje — 

Thefe baths are very good for palfies, paralitic 
diforders, gout, rheumatifin, and fcrofulous com- 
plaints; Pifa and Lucca are near— Pila, I find, the 

Grand Duke prefers to Florence. 1 fhould think 

an invalid might pals a comfortable winter here — 

Hoping that you may never come here as one, 
I finiih this letter 

Yours afFe6lionately 



LETTER XXr. 

Pi9a-Baths, Sept. i;, ^^^S•^ 

I Have rode over to Pifa, where I have been 
much entertained; the cathedral, the baptiftry, and 
the Campo Santo are well worthy a fail from 
England 

The leaning tower, which you may probably 
have feen, or at leaft read and heard many accounts 
of, is a proo( among many others, that in all ages 
fency is too often miftaken for tafte > It has the 
appearance of patchwork, from the variety of orders: 
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of architefture di^layed in the pillars, which ftand 
in rows one above the other, from the bafe to the 

top As to the learned in building pretending to 

fay the tower was built leaning, only to fliew the 
excellence of the workmanftiip, diey certainly 
delude themfelves, or defire to impofe upon 
credulous perfons — ' — ^There are many proofs of the 
ground haying funk; one infallible, according to 
my judgment; and that is, the firft row of pillars 

being above half buried in the earth This tower 

{lands by itfelf — iomc paces from it, I entered the 
cathedral through brafs doors brought from Jeru- 
falem, reprefentin^, in relievo, the hiftory of Chrift — 
but I would prefer the pofTeflion of one pannel of 
the folding doors on the oppofite fide of the cathe- 
dral to the whole of thefe ; for the modem relievo, 
executed by John of Bologna, is full of grace and 
nature ; while the ancient feems chifeled out by an 

awkward carpenter There is a beautiful urn 

placed on a pillar on the outfide of the church, 
which was flicwn formerly as the cup which 
meafured the tribute paid to Caefar — ^but that miftake 
is now reftified, and the true ancient ufe reftored 
to it — ^it contained the afhes of fome illuftrious 

perfonage Afinefarcophagus islikewife placed at 

the door of the cathedral, as a monument to the 



TO CONSTANTINOPLE. yt 

Comteffe Matilda — ^who was fovereign of this 
country-^and is faid pioufly to have added much to 
the magnificence of thefe buildings — ^but the ci*oi- 
iades have afforded their moft curious relics — 

I refer you to books for a precife and minute 
account of all that is to be feen in this vaft and 
magnificent cathedral ; I have only time to give you 
a few obfervations 

The chief altar is compoled moftly of lapis lazuli 
and all that is rare and coftly — Some of the pi6lures 
are fine, but the cathedral is too dark to permit 
them to be feen to advantage — At the lower end is. 
a handfome farcophagus to the memory of the 
Emperor Henry VII. who was poifoned by a prieft 
at the holy table with a confecrated wafer 

I quitted the Cathedral to go into the Baptiftry, a 
tnirlding ftanding like the tower, at a fmall diftance 
from the cathedral; it is fhaped like a handfome 
bell — the firft and fecond row of pillars on the 
outfide of this, one above the other, are in a good 
ftile; but the man dying without leaving a drawing, 
or plan of his intentions towards the finiftiing, the- 
upper part is finiflied in the gothic ftile, and ill 
done 

There are ^anite pillars at the entrance very fine: 
indeed — — » 
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The font is very remarkable, it is immenfely 
large, of white marble, beautiful Mofaic fculpture I 

in different pannels, which furround the outfide — 
and the defign of every one difiFers from the others, 
fo that there are not two alike 

The fculpture too of the pulpit is very fine; it 
reprefents a gpoupe of perfonages I was told 
they were all portraits — ^many of the faces are ridi- 
culous caricaturas — ^but fome barbarous travellers 
have plucked off feveral of the heads; a thing eafily 
done by a ffarong hand, as they are not fo large as 
xoy fill, when doubled ; if you have never feen that, 
you may guefs at the fize from what I fay 

The Campo Santo is earth brought from Jerufalem, 
which had the fingular property of deftroying the 
dead bodies put into it, four-and-twenty hours after 
they had lain there. It was the burying-place of the 
noble Pifans, when Pifa was a flourifhing republic — 
at prefent no ufe is made of it — ^it is an oblong 
fquare built round with a cloifler — ^the length is 
three hundred and fifty feet — ^in the center is 
depofed the holy earth, round which reign Gpthic 
arches forming doors and windows — thefe arches 
are fo light and fimple, that they feem to hold to- 
gether by magic power; and if any thing could 
reconcile me to the Gothic, thefe arches would— 
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againft H^ ;will on the oppofite. fide from the 
cloifter, there are th^ reEQ4ins.of a Tp^aintirtg en Jrefqtic 

upon tlie plafter, which is very fine This plafter 

or ftucco is broken off in feveral places, an<J 
diicoyers that the outlines of the painting were done 
upon the wjtll, before the ftticco. was laid on; this 
appears perfeftly incomprehenfible, as the ftucco is 
thick, and can never have been tranlparent — ^but, . I 
^ afTured that the red. lines .underneath» which 
appear to nje tor\>c common chalk pencil, were 
done with a compofition which pierced through 
the ftucco when wet — in a faint line — ^the only 
yray of accounting for this lingular circumftance— 
I confels the drawing on the wall is done with fo 
much more freedom and bpldnefs than the painting 
expreffes, that I wiflied all the ftucco fallen off, 
that I 'mi^rht fee all the fpirit of the defi?n at 

once. As I walked back through the town, I 

was ftiewn an ugly ftrange-fhaped tower, where 
Ugolino and his innocent family were ftarved to 

death As I looked at it, I thought, that if every 

man in thefe days, who did not exert his utmoft 
abilities to fave his country, was ftarved to death, 
there might be formed a large regiment of good 

cooks wantinjr employment 

L 
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The gra& grows in every fiteet in the tovfit^^ 
melancholy proof of the lad reverie this city 
exlubits to that pi^ure it once gave the admiring 
world — 

Hiere are many remaikable montiments placed 
in the cl(M(lers of the Campo Santo. The King of 
I^mflia has ere^ed one in memory of Algarotti->-I 
cannot pofltbly give you & lift of them — I only 
mean to be your fingcr-polb— juft to point out to 
you what is worth feeing, if chance or choice 
ihould lead you this way - • ■ 

I was fhewn fevered curious ftatues, and pillars 
in the ftreet»; idll night only, as ulual, fent me 
home*' " ■ 

Adieu, dear Sir. 

Believe me moft^ afie^ionately 
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LET T E R XXIL 

Pisa-Baths, Sept. ao, 1785. 

Since r wrote laft, X have been to fee 
Lucca— a virgin republic, for it has never loft its 

liberty: The motto of the city over the gates, 

or wherever it can tie placed, is Lihertas The 

territories belonging to it are only forty-fix xoile^- 
long from St, Pellegrins to the. Pifan mountains, and* 
nineteen from Via regia to Porquetto, the half ot 
which town belongs to the. Tufcan dominion 

I^ucca is extremely well fortified^ — crouds of 
people in the ftreet, and a look of opulence among^ 
the Ifoufgeoifie prove the good efFefl: of their motto— 

The oil is remarkably good here 1 was fliewn 

the Cathedral, which has nothing, very remarkable 
ih it but a circular chapel, the fhape of which, is 
pteafing — ^and it has four ftatues of the Apoftles,. 

good -I was told this chapel, dedicated ta the 

Virgin, was tranlported in one night, entire, from 

smother church at fbme diffarice The figure of 

the Virgin I could not fee, it was coverea up — file 
wears conftantly golden flippers,. and there is a fkull 

of one of the lenators of Lucca, who was hung for 

I^ 2 
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fiealing one of them, though he declared that fhe 
flung it at him, as he-^was- praying at -her - feet for 
more wealth 

I met in the inn -~ — ■ — , whom I certainly 
fhould not have recoUefted again, his countenance 

is fo altered-^^ 1 believe the Mufes fhoukl not 

many, and he certainly is one — — . — 

There is fomethinff romantic and pittorefque in the 
gamier of training the vine here In the low 

■ * 

grounds they twine round the. trees which furround 
the little enclofures, . and hang in fefloons from one 

tree to another The oxen too are of a particular 

kind, very large, and of no other colour but a light 
grey — ^in a fmall field I have feen thefe yoked to a 
plough, preparing one comer of it for con% while 
the reft was filled with melons, olive, and fig-trees : 
I am told the fun is powerful enough to bring the. 
fruits of the earth to perfection through the branches 
of the trees — 4f fo, they are extremely ca:relefs iiL 
making their wine; there is little or none to be 
bought good — 

I do not know what people mean by faying Italy 
is a beautiful country; a want of fine trees and turf 
makes it in general very ugly. If travellers would 
content themfelves with faying, that in Italy, a 
perfon who is paffionately fond of the fine arts. 

- . • • • » 



might find conftant amufement, I believe the praile 
would be j«ft; but when led by their enthufiafm for 
them, they fay, Italy is the fineft country in the 
world, they prepare many peopfe,. as eafy in their 
faith .35 I am, to be as much difappointed as I have 
been — - 

A lady on a fide-faddle is an obje£t of great 
wonder here — the peaf^mts who pafs me on the right 
fide^ when I am on horfeback, the women, par- 
ticularly, fey, Poverincu — Jefu Maria^-Povera — uiun 
gavwia , , 

They aflttally fancy I have one leg only; their 
flare of concern always makes me laugh — ^and thea< 

they 2Lddcara to their lamentations..- In a day or 

two I fliall fet out for Florence,, from whence I fhall 
write to you. I confefs I long to fee the Venus de 

Medicisr — and the Niobe family. 1 do not envy 

the Grand Duke his Sovereignty — ;but his collcftioii; 
of perfeftions, I confefs, I Chould like to fliare witli-. 
bim ' 

Adieu— your's j^edlionately — ^ — 
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LETTER XXia 

Florence, Sept. 28, 1785.' 

I liopf you dp not cxpeR a very rational 
letter from me, a? I have been three.days luccefji'vely 
to fee the ftatues and, pi^iures^ and am fo muj:^ 
delighted with thep^, thai; I am at a^lofs Ijow to giye 
you an account of my feelings, otherwife than by 
telling you, that while X am in. the. Tribune, the 
yulgaf idle tale of real. life never once coioes intp 
my ipind, and I feel quite happy — ^and if till now 
X hfive been forry qften, when I have fell copfcious 
of haviug nice feelings, qr wh^t is commonly called 
tafte, at th^s moment I am ^xtr^m^ly glad of ijt — ^I 
tliink and d^eam of nothing but the ^ues, froQi 
the time I, leav^ the^ till I fee the^n again — ^o till 
a few days repetition of the fame fights has fami- 
liarized my head to them, I fliall content myfelf 
with- telling you. twojittje. advcaitur^s I have had; 
which may prove to you I have neither loft my eye- 
fight nor my pleafantry upon occafions which fret 
and anger others — 

I fet out from the Pifa baths on the 23d in the 
afternoon; I fent on my coach and fome of my 



ibrafffs two pwftsj and wait (m hotfetock ihyfeft^ 
when 1 got about half way, I paifed by a ^ntl^man^ 
In an £nglifii phaeton, whofe ciiiio^ty I fuppotb 

waSewaksened by ah En^ifh hotfe aind (idt>-{kddit-^ 
. FrbiA An uncohiE^on flow trOt he flew aftel- me •fall: 
gallop — I was warned of this frightfiil opetatiion by 
my fetrvant, and had juft time to turn my horfe into 
a gateway — he could not flop his horfes iiAWie* 

cBstely^^bxit being determined to foe mb, -as f^on as^ 
h« collide he pulled up, awd \0ent as flow as it 
poffible-»^I te^ght this h idipertinentj Aat I de- 
termined on my paw, that he fliould not fee 
fo i defe-ed the perfdns who actOinpAnied vke to. 

follow me $ and I pafied by the left fidfe of the 

phaeton as faft as my horfe cOUld go* with my h^ 

md head to low, that the fooiiih man tould not fee 
fiiiew-£a.My hor& is a^^oft cxctlletit ahd fleet one^ 

afid i k^t him On till my puHuer gave up the 

chafe; and I then, when out of his flghl^ tui^ifed*. 

ifito a fa^rm-yai^d^ kad Md myfeli^ till i faw the 
^ecfeton pais a^n-^fo I pofitively got to my 
«ftfia|e wiAoat bciiig fe^a fey this ^utdous geni- 

ttit miH at die ^ft^dUife, upon My aikihg fo^ 

fem^hing td drink, brought ine a bottle of white 
W^, wMch k% tdl4 me he had made himfeif, andi 
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"which he would have given to no one but me— it 
was the very beft white wine I ever tafted lince I 
drank vin d'Arbois, with which Henry quatre ufed 
to drink to his fair Gabriell^-— but I mixed it with 
"^ater, jHnrceqtCil Jaut que les Dames mettent un peu 
d*eau dans kur vin 

The man was quite offended at my offering to pay 
for it 

. So I thanked him with one of my befi imiles— 
and got into my coach, where I had not been above 
two hours before I was f<^ afleep^ — and waked only 
to fee the walls of the city of Florence-rr-which do 
not feem calculated to deft^id it frcMn ai^y eiiemles, 
but thofe which finuggling might create to the 
Tufcan fovcreign's purfe 

I went to Meggit's iim, arid got . into bed about 
four o'clock in the morning. I. have the fame 

apartment my mother and L^dy X^puifa H r- oc* 

cupied — ^when there. . . , . 1 . . 

, The next day, the firft thing I did* was to go and 
fee the Venus de Medicis-— — Iwjbs Ihewh a youthful 
figure . oppofite as an ApoUp— and -after \ had 
examined it fome time, I afked why it was called an: 
Apollo — — rDoes not Ecceienza fed, ^ys the guide, 
his attribute the lyre? I do, returned I, but that id 
jiiQiodem.to the ft^tue-r-I-mad^ pay obferVation-r^ 
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the man laughed— You are perfe£lly right, faid 
he, and I do not know any other reafon for its 
being an Apollo, than becaufe probably that God 

was thought a proper companion for the Venus 

But how did you know thofe pieces were reftored? 
faid he; — I told him, from fome obfei-vations I had 
made upon other fine works of that fort — — 

However this ftatue is very pleafing; but I do not 
think it has the commanding look of. the God of 

day. 1 looked at the face with delight; for 

about the nofe and upper lip it put me in mind of 
my dear Ion William — ^whOj probably, is now nearly 
as tall- 

I 

It is lucky for my friends that I have that fon and 
fbme others; for in the humour I am in, I could 
almoft be tempted to remain a prifoner for life,, 
upon condition my cachot was the Tribune; and I 
would alk for no other company than the heavenly 
inanimate figures in it— their filence is fo much 
more eloquent than language — ^their forms fo har- 

monious. 1 think you begin not to underfland. 

me, and as I am not at all certain, if your ear and 
your eye agree together, as mine doj I will not 
attempt to explain what may be felt, but not de- 
fcribed — fo I beg you would recolle6l I did: not 
promife this letter jQiould be perfectly rational ; and 
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I believe I am in my fober fenles, when I have 

courage to end my rhapfody. I 

I remain your's afife£):ionately — — 

P. S. Apropos, on looking over my letter, I 
find that I have forgot to tell you, the only objeft I 
took notice of, from my coach going to Florence, 
was the moon; it put me in mind of what Mr. de 
Caraccioli fays; (jue la lune de Naples valait bien le 
foleil d^Angleterre — ^however our Englifh fun has but 
one fault notwithftanding the Marquis's witty re- 
mark, and that is the feme that an Engliflx nund 

has — peeping through a cloud too often. The 

Venus fuited the ideas I had formed of her; but the 
Niobe family furpaffed them; there is a horfe be- 
longing to that, which is not placed in the room 
with them, and which certainly was held by the 

bridle by one of the fons Every thing elie feems 

to be in perfe^l order 
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LETTER XXrV. 

Florence, Oftober li, 1785. 

This city is very clean and chearfiil; the 
ftreets are paved with large flat pieces of rock, unlike 
any other pavement I have feen, and much 
finoother; fine ftatues and relievos in marble f);and 
in the fquares and angles of ftreets, without having 
any thing to proteft them but the relpefl: the very 

loweft people have for them Sir Horace Mann, 

Lord Cowper, the Prince Corfini, the Lucca minifter 
Comte Santini, and the Comte d* Albany, give great 
dinners here to all foreigners of diftin£lion; but the 
Florentine noblefle never invite any one to, dine or 
fup at their houfes When they give an entertain- 
ment, it is an affembly, where every creature that 
can call itfelf a gentleman or gentlewoman, can eafily 
go I was at one the other night given on account 
of a wedding, and though it was but a few paces 
from our Englifh minifter^s houfe, all his carriages, 
horfes, and fervants, paraded with flambeaux to the 

houfe — I went in one of his coaches with him 

The miftrefs of the houfe, and bride, ftood at the 
door to receive every body, and curtfey to them as 

M 2 
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they pafled The number of rocMns Opened and 

illuminated upon fuch an occafion is incredible — I 
was told in this houfe there were eleven rooms which 
were notfeen, becaufe they were notfiniflied — I could 
not help obferving that all the handfome Florentines 
are very like the Englifh — ^an efFeft perhaps of the 
great partiality the Italian ladies have for my country 

people What I mean is, that as they have con- 

ftandy fo many Englifli people here, their looking 
at them conftantly may very naturally occafion the 
likeneis — • 

The Italian ladies are very good-hximoured, 
which is more than I can fay for their neighbours 
the French; and they have likewife more natural 
civility to ftrangers; for they do not ftare at them, 
and whilper to one another, fo as to leave no doubt 

4 

to the Anghife that her drefs is criticifed; but they 
i^ak to her, and if they remark any thing new to 
them, they do not tell her, ce rCeJl pas a-la-mode — • 
but they fuppofe it is the falhion of the country (he 

is come from 

The fovereign might make Florence a paradife; 

but he keeps no court TTiere is nothing about 

4iis manner. of living that betrays either the gaiety 
or magnificence that naturally belong to royalty — 
Any perfon whofe rank fuits prefentation might be 
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prefentedto the Grand Duke or Duchefs — ^but I 
fliall certainly not be ib; for fovereigns, like the 
fun, fliould chear with their rays the people who 
look up to them; and when they choofe to hide 
thofe rays in a comer, ibrangers muft be very foolifh 
to go and feek them out, difturb their privacy, and 

gain neither pleafure nor amufement by it. ^ 

Florence fwarms with Englifh — — — The operas herd 
are very indifferent — 

In the palaces here, there are generally feveral 
indifferent piftures mixed with a few good ones —-^ 
There are two Apoftles out of four, painted by 
Carlo Doici, in the Palazzo Riccardi, which I think 
invaluable— there is a Mufe by the fame in the 
Palazzo Coriini 

The Grand Duke has juft purchafed from the 
Dini family a picture done by Guercino da Ccnto^ 
and placed it in the Tribune; it is an Endymion 
fieeping-*the fweettiefs and beauty of the coun- 
tenance are enchanting; but Guercino was fo taken 
up with the mortal, that he has reprefented the 
Coddefs in one comer of the iky, like the paring of 
a nail — however this new purchafe is well worthy a 
place in the Tribune ■ It coft the Grand Duke 
&ot quite an hundred guineas 
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I have been obliged again to affure the French, 
at. the French miniftei's table the other day, that Sir 
George Elliot was not bom of French parents 

Sterne's adventure about Yorick, I have now good 
reafon to believe was a fa£);; for I was afked too by 
a Frenchman if Sir Jofliua Reynolds did not build 

St. Paul's, 1 think Frenchmen fhould never quit 

Paris; for they do not choofe to be acquainted with 
the chronology or genealogies of any other nation 

but their own. The only thing which feems to 

delight the French minifter here is, that the bridge 
over the Amo, which is juft before his window^ 
puts him in mind of the Pont-neuf at Paris — ^the 
only obfervation I have ever heard him make upon 
the beauties of this town 

Judge of my furprife the other morning — Meggit 
came running in hafte to my apartments, to aflure 
me, that Lord B — ^-^ would be here in two or 
three days — he was at Venice he faid, and produced 
a letter to fU'ove his alTertion — but as I thought I 
was more likely to have intelligence than he was, and 
as the name was not Q>elt right, I contented myielf 
with telling him to referve, as long as he could, an 
s^artment adjoining to mine, then empty, and pro- 
mifed him I (hould endeavour to make him lodge 
there; though my brother wrote me word, he fhould 
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have une maifon montee if he ftiould pafe the winter in 
Italy — ^but I think it will be lefs trouble for him and 
me to be here, if Florence is the place he fixes in 

There is a charming ride here about a mile from 
the town, in a wood of the Grand Duke's, called 
the Cafliins, (where the ladies walk or go in 
phaetons, called here BirochesJ — ^but its chief beauty, 
the moft enormous firs I ever beheld, are now felling; 

There is alfo a dairy, where cream, milk, and 

butter are fold, at a royal price indeed There is 

art excellent invention in it to keep the milk fweet 
in this hot climate — the pans are placed in a trough 
or frame, full conftantly of frefli water, which runs 

in at one end and out at the other. Talking of 

inventions too; I wonder why in all great cities 
they do not copy one from the clotk in the Piazza 
di gran Duca here — ^the figures fliewing the hour 
are tranlparencies, with a light behind them; io 
that in the darkeft night, the fober citizen can fee 

what hour of the night it is 

Lucca Giordano's painting en frefque here I 
admire; though he was called yjz j&r^tf, becaufe he 
ended in three weeks what moft painters would 
have been two years about — ^but the genius that 
could produce fuch efFe6l by drawing, in fo 



as 
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ihprt a time, has that freedom and grace, which 
the precifion attendant on fiudy feldom can 
give 

Mils Davies is here, and I am very forry ihe does 
not iing at the opera; for her voice and manner 
pleafe mc more than any thing I have heard 
here 



Ypur*s afFcftionately- 



P. S. The Titian Venus, and the child by 
Titian in the Strozzi palace, are both much impaired 

by time Very foon the copies will be invaluable, 

becaufe neceflarily all the beauties of the p^ginaU 
muft vanilh 
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LETTER XXV. 

Bologna, Nor. 15, 1785. 

1 Received about a week fince a letter from 

Lord B , informing me that he could not pafis 

this winter in Italy; fo I inmiediately determined 

my courie; and it is North. -Now I am on the 

wing, I will fee courts and people that few women 
have feen, as I may never have an opportunity of 
travelling again ; and I will make the beft ufe of my 
time; few as the months are I can allow myfelf to 
run about in, I will employ them, I hope, to my 

fatisfa6):ion and your amufement 

I flopped my coach to look at the flame which 
iffues conftantly from the ground about four miles 
from Fillegara — Mr. Dutens mentions it in his 

Itinerary. From Florence to Fillegara the road 

winds round one brown mountain to another; but 
to-day the landfcape improved much on my ap- 
proaching Loiano. Some fpots were not un- 
worthy the pencil of Salvator Rofa — : — There is a 
beautiful defcent of a mile and a half to Pianoro — I 
there got upon my horfe and rode to this place; and 
I can never believe it is ten miles from Pianoro 

N 



here, which I am affured it is. I lodge at the 
Locando Reale, a large inn, the mi^cfs of which 
affured me the Princefe Czartorilka was in Bologna; 
but it proves to be the Princefs Lubomirfka, her 

fifter-in-law, whom I do not know 1 have only 

time to tell you, if you fliould ever pais through 
this city, that ybu muft afk to fee the Palazzo 
Zampiferi, thie rfrtirth of St. Giovanni in monte, and 

a few others, This is a clean looking town, but 

I do not cbtaprehend the diale6l ; I had accuftomed 
myfelf tb thfe Tilfc&n manner of fubftituting the H 
for the C'y biit h^re, I do not conceive what letters 
they put in the place of thofe which they ought to 
pronounce — — — — — •■ — — 



I can tell you no more at prefent. 1 mean 

to get to Venicfe as foon as poflible — ^from thence 
to Vienna — ^and I afterwards intend to proceed -to 

Warfaw and Peterfburgh. 1 take the advantage 

of the -winter, in hopes I may go on a fledge the 
greatcft part of my road— for I hate the jumbling 

of a coach, though mine is as ealy as poflible. 

Pray do n<Jt make yourfelf unhappy concerning the 
delicacy of ttiy coriftitiition, and the dread of pul- 
monaiy afifeftions, for I affure you I have neither 



hd^ a p^in in xpy breaft, nor ^it blood, iince I 
quiHed tiie.onviroists of Pvis, which maJkie&xne fup^ioft 
1^ aiv of thski paxt of France did' not a^ee with morr^ 
astd I hope^ the frequent change of air I am taking will 
firet^g^n my conftitutioo, £0 that I (hall never have 
any returns of thofe ugly complaints-r-It is now four 
moEnths iince I was laA troubled with them ' 



I, dear Sir; believe that the greater the diflance 
is between me and the obje^ls of my afie^on, the 
more I a^n amxious to hear from them, fo write 
often to your affedion^te lifter — ; — 
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Venice, Nov. 18, 1785. 

I Stopped for a moment at Cento, to fee the 
pi^ure which is called Guercino*s chef d'auvre — ^he 
was bom there, and is biwied in the Cathedral — 
From thence I proceeded to Ferrara, my road to 
which I advife none to go by night; the country all 
about is fo low and flat, that the road, to be paflable, 
is raifed upon a caufeway, - with nothing to prevent 
your horfes from rolling down on one fide or the 

• • • 

other; it is extremely narrow likewife.' Ariofto, 

who was born and died at Ferrara, did not gallop 

his Pegafus, or invoke his Mufe in the clay, and 

N 2 



9% LADT CRAVElTi yOtHlNEr 

among the difiiial poplars to be feen in the fmall 
fields thereabouts — I went about three miles an 

hour ^I flept at Ferrara, and among twenty 

things fcrved up to my table at fupper, I could 

eat nothing but celery In Italy cinnamon is 

an ingredient they put into every difli, which I have 
a mortal averiion to — ^Woodcocks ftewed infugari— 
and chickens roafted till they are as hard and as dry 
as wood — voila Id cuifine — — 

I embarked with my coach in a very good boat 
at a place called Francolino, and was rowed down 
the Po — ^I had a fine clear fky, and did not feel that 

I was in the month of November From the P» 

I came into a canal, and from thence into the 
Brenta, a pretty but narrow river; except the Sorgue, 
it was the only clear ftream I had looked into fince 

I had left my native Thames 1 had heard much 

of the beautiful villas on the borders of the Brenta; 
but I faw none that give me the idea of elegance- or 

beauty on-the Qutfide 

. A mile before I arrived at Fuiino, a village, where 
I was obliged to- leave my coach and iaddle-^horfes, 
I pafTed a lock which feparates the fait water from thf; 
frcfli — and therie quitted the land, going five miles 
acro& the fea, intermixed with flat iands, to get inta 
the great canal at Venice. -*r--* I bad juft read the 

2 
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Abb^ Coyer, who fays, Rome eft hatie par ies hommes; 
mats Venife par Ies Dieux — ^and I had formed fomc 
idea of it from thepiflures I had feen — and-expeftcd 
to fee a gay clean looking town, with quays <jn each 
fide of the canals; but was extremely difappointed ; 
the houfes are in the water, and look dirty and 
imcomfortable on the outfide; the fine palaces have 
moft of them above half their windows fliut up by 
dirty ftiuttere hot painted. 

The innumerable quantity of gondolas too, that 
look like fwimming coffins, added to the diimalr 
fcene; and, I confefs, Venice on my arrivat ftruek 
me rather with horror than with pleafure ; but now 
that I am accuftomed to a gondola, have feen the 
infide of the Cafini, and have trufted to my own eyes 
about feveral things, I cannot fay I diflike Venice 

in the leaft The whole fcene is unlike any 

thing I could have imagined — I walk all the morn- 
ing—and that is the beft way of feeing the town an^ 

people There are narrow paifages that you 

arrive at from one to anodier by bridges which crofs 
the fmall canals — The famed Rialto is built acrofs 
the large canal, the arch of which is very noble and 
light; but there are three diftinQ: pafiages over it^ 
formed by rows of (hops, the tops of which are fo» 
heavy that, they . disfigiire this fine bridge very 
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much— You may walk quite from one end of 

Venice to the other The extraordinary figures 

I faw in the Piazza San Marco would tempt one td 

beheve, it is a ^ majqud en plein 4iir» -We are 

not now in the time of the Camaval; but I meet as 
many men in black dominos and maiks as without 
them ; thefe are the noble Venetians, who, conftandy 
watched by the ftate*^ies, dare not go about un- 
maiked ; for if an ambalTador's fervant, or a minifter, 
or conful of any other nation, was feen fpeaking to 
a noble Venetian, he might be imprifoned— -The 
laws are fo exceflively £tn6t upon this fubje£b, that 
^e Corps cUplonuUique are confined extremely in their 
Ibciety, and I am amazed any gendeman can accept 
of an embafly to a place where the natives muft 
avoid them, as if they were infed:ed with the 

plague. Strangers, pals their time well here; for 

nothing can be more ibciable, civil, and magnificent, 
than the minifters are to one another, and firsmgeis 

prefented to them 

The j^Cafini are very fmall houles hired by one 
perfon, or a fet of people, to meet in of an evening, 
where cards, converfation, tea, coffee, lemonade, 
&c. and a well fele£l;ed fociety conlpire to give 

pleafure Thefe Cafini are fitted up with an 

elegance of which you can form no idea-— I have 
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^dmed in ©fte, which lias fo fine a view from it, that 
•from the neatnefs and tafte of the infide, and of the 
magnificence of the objefts on the without, I could 
almoft have fancied a little fairy's palace— Venice 
'feems to me t© be a new world, retired cind different 

'from any other I have feen The Venetian ladies 

are fome of them very handfome, and a few of them 
are moft remarkably determined in their refolu- 

tions It is .not an uncommon thing here for a 

lady, •married in the morning, to declare to her 
parents before night that ftie has taken an averfion 
to her hufband — ^who, upon fuch an occafion, is 
forced with the parents to apply to the great mafter 
of the church (the Pope) who is always good enough 
to admit of the reafons given him, as fufficient ta 
grant a divorce The lady, once out of her con- 
vent, bears the name of her own family in the world — 

and the gentleman looks out for another wife 

Nothing is more frequent here than to fee a 
Venetian lady quit her palace, for months together, 
to live in a cafino; of which the hufband perhapy 

does not even know the fituation 1 could divert 

you extremely with fome Venetian anecdotes, but 
I have no leifure to make this letter much longer; 
for between my Venetian acquaintance and the am- 
baifadors I have fcarcely time to breathe. The 
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Comte Juftiniani was delighted to fee me ag^n— he 
has promifed to accompany me to the Arfenal, which 
is extremely large, and where the man, who Ihewed 
it to me, was pleafed to iay, the State was building 
frigates of a hundred guns each, and twenty fuch 

lies The ancient families of Venice are the 

moft pure nobleffe in Italy — and that idea, together 
witli their natural ^irit and extraordinary (ituation, 
will produce many brave and gallant foldiers 
among them, whenever a good caufe calls them 
into the field — 

Adieu, dear Sir, I have three gondolas waiting 
at my door for me— fo I quit my pen. 
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LETTER XXVil. 

Venice, Nov. 24, 1785. 

I Have been to fee the Doge's palace, and the 
church in the Piazza San Marco, both Gothic, and 
what is very fliocking to the eye, the fine bronze 
horfes brought from Conftantinople are perched 
over the door of the church. Books will inform 
you more minutely than I can of the piftures to 

be feen in Venice The council chamber is a 

very fine room; but all the paintings in it are dirty; 
I went likewife into the court of juftice, becaufe 
every body was running to hear I'Avocato Stephano ; 
and I thought from the grimaces and gefticulations 
Italians make ufe of in common converfation, fome 
entertainment might be expelled from one, upon 
an occafion, where art would naturally produce 
a6lion — Nor was I deceived; nothing can be more 
comic than what I faw— his pleading was fcolding— 
and his two thumbs which he had iluck upright, 
and moved very quickly from and near his breaft, 
was perhaps the moft ridiculous a6i;ion that ever was 
imagined, nor can I conceive how any perfons, much 
lels the judges, could keep their countenances ■ 

O 
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It is impoflible for you to imagine any thing more 
entertaining than the Piazza San Marco: people of every 
nation, and in dreffes I never faw, and indeed never 
can fee but at Venice, are lounging in the (hops and 
cofFee-houfes; and it is a great amufement to me as 
I walk there every morning — But I never ftay long, 
for they read Englifli in my looks; and their love 
for any thing of that nation is fo great, that they 
will come from the other end of the Piazza to look 
at an Englifh woman 

There are two fine lions at the door of the Ar- 
fenal, in marble, brought from the entrance of the 
Piraean port — It is a pity I cannot make them Ipeak, 
they might tell me many things I want to know 
about Athens 

The houfe I lodge in is miferably cold, it is 
upon the grand canal — and as the glaziers here 
feldom put putty to the panes of glafs, the winds come 
in. This damp fea-air agrees perfeftly well with me 



Provifions are very good here; every lady feems 
determined to be amufed and chearfiil, and I think 
I could pafs a very merry winter here; there are 
feveral theatres, and I have been to an opera;— very 
good The Ruffian minifter's wife is Madame 
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de *s daughter — a very young, and very amiable 

tnodeft woman -The Minifter's wife from Vienna 

is Hkewife extremely fenfible and polite, and her 
hulband the beft man in the world ; and I muft not 
forget, for the honour of our country, Madame 

de , who from her charming difpofition and 

talents I abfolutely love fo much, that it will be a 
grief to me to part with her The Ruffian Mi- 
nifter's wife often talks to me of Stowe in raptures, 
though flic was quite a child when flie paiffed fome 
days there 

Mr. Emo's floating batteries are much Ipoken of 
here ; I underftand they were five hours and a half 
before the forts of GoUeta; fo I have defired a 
receipt to make them, and I have it as exa£lly to be 
copied as any receipt to make a good pye — I fhall 

give it to G. B , who being a profeflbr in the 

art of War — ^may prefent to our enemies a difli of 
the fame fort of his making — ^whenever occafion 
requires he fliould treat them according to their 
deferts 

I muft tell you a moft ridiculous thing that has 
happened to two Englifli travellers that are here 
now, and advife every gentlemzin who cannot Ipeak 
German, not to travel in Germany without a com- 
panion, or fervant that knows the language. Thefe 
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gentlemen not having either, were in great haile to 
arrive at Venice from Vienna — they left a large 
town they had llept at over night, one morning, 
and, after travelling poft for two days, found them- 
felves drove into the very town they had quitted, 

eight-and-forty hours before If they hate the 

motion of a carriage as I do ; I can eafily guefe how 
angry they muft have been— 

I am advifed to take a new road to Vienna as the 
heft — I Ihall write from thence, I hope foon; as I 
do not mean to proceed in a retrogade motion—fo 
with all kiiid wifhes to your fire-fide 

I remain— yours affedionately. 
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LETTER XXVIIL 

YiENMAj Dec. 14, 17^^^ 

I Came, as I told you I was advifed, by a new 

road; but I fhould imagine from the difficulties I 

met with it was the worft, — It is true, fome of them 

were owing to rivers, which, fwelled by the late 

rain^ are become torrents which have carried whole 

villages^nd many miles of the road before them— 

. I fet out from Venice on the 30th of laft months 

going by water to Meftre, where my coach and 

horfes met me— —I meant that night to have flept 

at Mr. — '— , at Cornegliano; but the weather was. 

fo bad that I was obliged to ftay at a village called 

Trevila, where rfiere is an excellent and clean inn^ 

The next day, I endeavoured to crofs the river, but 

the boatmen would not venture over, though I had 

my coach embarked, and would have gone myfelf, 

knowing I was expelled by Mr. - — r-, fo I was 

obliged to return to the good inn^ — ^where I was. 

furprifed to- fee, what I thought a fine large chicken 

ferved up to my table, which upon cutting, I found 

to have brown flefli; I aiked what it was, and wa»> 

anfwered — unaColombina—^h was a pigeon— I begged. 
5 
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to fee one alive, or at leaft with the feathers on, 
for it mull have been a moft extraordinary fight — 
but the people feemed more aftonifhed at my ad- 
miration of this bird than I was at the fize of it; for 
it is the common pigeon there 

The next day, the rain and wind being fomewhat 
abated, I got to Comegiiano — ^and you may imagine 
the real pleafure I was received with by a country- 
man, who had not feen me for many years, and that 
in my own houfe in the country. I never was more 
delighted in my life than by the mufic I heard 
there; his eldeft daughter, a child about feven years 
old, plays on the harpfichord with a tafte and feeling 
at which few people, more advanced in age and mufic, 
ever arrive Her lifter too, an infant of five years 
of age, played and fung her part afterwards wonder- 
fully for her years 

In the evening many of the Venetian noblelTe 
came to partake of the concert, and fee the Donna 

Inglefe; among Mr. ^'s country neighbours there 

were feveral who were as fat, fair, and heavy as 
many of our Englilh Country 'Squires, and, like 
them, had never ftirred from their family manfion — 
and I fancy the Englilh lady and her horfes, 
will be the fubjeft of their fire-fide converfation 
fbi: foirie time 
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The next day I paiTed the Taillamanta, a river 
which had torn and waftied away the road for nine 
miles before I came to it; fo I travelled in a bed of 
gravel, every now and then jumping into and out 

of a little ditch formed by the different torrents 

The river was frightful to pafs. I got to San 
Daniello — from which place, this new road is called 
the San Daniello road — from thence to Pontiebba — 
the road is good; but winds round- rocks according 
to the turns of a river, which was fometimes on the 
right, fometimes on the left, in a moft beautiful 
manner — It is fo narrow, that I think it the moft 
dangerous I ever went — ^nothing between the pre- 
cipice and the carriage to prevent an accident : 

It would be well worth any perfon's while, who is 
as fond of the beauties of nature as I am, to ride 
along this road — — The views arc romantic and 
majeftic beyond defcription— 

Trevifa, which is the place I next fliept at, I ar-- 
rived at with much difficulty; my coach drawn with 
tenhorfes.and four oxen — ^and you can form to your-r 
felf no idea of the obftinacy, and provoking phlegm of 

a German poflillion orpoftmafter At one place, 

tired of the {hail -like pace I went, I hired a traineau 
of a peafant, and went on before my carriage— 
It feems there is an order at every frontier town, m 
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Germany, not to fuflFer ftrangers who travel without 
poft-horfes, to leave the town without flaying in it 
two hours — ^this the German poft-mafter did not 
choofe to tell me — ^nor did he refiife me another 
traineau and horles — ^but fat with two other £ait 
Germans playing at cards, without deigning to give 
me any other anfwer than — Patienza, to any thing I 
could fay to him— *when I recolle6l the fcene of 
thefe three fat men playing at cards, their figures, 
and all I faid in Italian to perfuade the man and his 
patienza I could die with laughing; however, in 
about an hour, an officer came in; who looking at 
me fome time, faid, Parlez votis Franqais? — Mon 
Dieu, out Monfieur, fays I; and I found, the poft- 
mafter's deafiiefs proceeded from his not being able 
tx> talk Italian very well, French not at all — {6 he 
took me for an impatient boy — ^and fent me to 
Coventry — When the gentleman called me Miladit 
thefe three fat Germans deigned to look at me — 
for I muil tell you that in this country, the re^>e6l: 
paid to our fex is fuch, that it is enough for a 
woman to ^ak, fhe is obeyed immediately-— and 
I had a tiaineau — and fix horles for my coach ready 
in an inftant. One night I flept at Klagenfiut, a 
large town, where one of the Emperor's immarried 
fillers lives I am arrived here at laft, through 
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a very beautiful country ; but muft obferve, that 

whoever wrote L. M ^"s Letters (for flie never 

wrote a line of them) mifreprefents things moft 
terribly — ^I do really believe, in moft things they 
wifhed to impofe upon the credulity of their readersi 

and laugh at them The ftoves of this country^, 

which fhe praifes fo much, are the moft horrid in- 
vention you can conceive. The country people in 
Germany feem to fear the cold very much; the 
cafements of their windows are double; and there 
being no chimney in the rooms, there is no vent for 
fumes of any fort — fo that the breath of the inha- 
bitants of them refts in drops of fteam on all the 
tables, &c. and the ftink and fuffocating heat that 
aflails the traveller's fenfes when he enters any room^ 
particularly where people are, cannot be conceived.. 
I do not believe the German women, of the lower 
order, are very gentle tempers — ^for feveral of them 
flew into the moft violent paflions, when I opened 
a door or window-^— and fliut them again imme- 
diately My only refource upon thefe occafions 

was to go^out into the yard— 

As to the ftoves being ornamental ; I think they 
are frightful from the compofition of them, the 
groimd work of which muft be iron to refift the 
fire within; the glazing, painting, and varnifli foon 

P 
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moulder off— and I leave you to judge, from thfc 

« 

inevitable circumftaricc, together with another, 
which is the fizc of them, how it is poffible they can 

■ 

reprefent either China jars or any other thing that 
may be elegant or pretty, as a ftovc fills up one 
comer of the room 

* 

In this town, feveral of the firft houfes have fine 
comfortable chimnies, and doves are, where they 

ihoukl be — in the antichamber The difference 

of the chearfulnefs which a good fire gives to a 
room, to that which reigns in one where there is 

only a ftove, is vcry.vifible 1 think thitigs lauft 

be very much altered fince that lady or gentleman 
wrote about Vienna. The German ladies are hand-o 
fome, acccmiplifhed, and civil to a degree you have 
no idea of ; feveral of them, befides p<^(fingmany 
other languages, read, write, and ^eak Englilh well; 
and I was fiuprifed to find my conne6Uons, and other 
cimimftances flattering to my pride, better known 
here than they are by half my ac^^uaintances in 
London—— 

Moil of the Germans are naturally muficians^ 
and I am fure a you^ £ngli(hman, with good 
manners, may every evening here pafs his hoors in 
a circle of handfome and aocompliflied wonien of 
the firft rank — ^I have ieen no place yet I &ould 
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(6 much wifla my fon to come to as Vienna—— 
Robert Keith ai&ires me he has prefented above four 
hundred noblemen and gentkmen, young country- 
men of mine, and has never had reafon to complain 
of them, while we hear and fee conftantly the follies 
of the Anglais at Paris, where they go to ruin them- 
felves, equally with the Dttchefpt or thc^lle d'opera, 
and only to be laughed at — — — — — • 



The ladies are tall and fair — ^more handfome than 

pjretty- There is a great fupper at Prince Ga- 

litzin's every Sunday night; and at Prince Par*s every 
Monday; the firft is the Ruffian minifter, who does 
great honour to his court, hy his fenfe arid polite- 
nefs here— — The prefentation at court is very 
ilifferent from our's — ^but 1 have not time to fay 



more at prefent, than that I remain 



Your's affe^onately- 



P, S. I cannot help adding, that the queffions 
aiked travellers by the guards at the frontier towns 
are moft ridiculous — are you married or not? — -Do 
you travel for your pleafure or upon bufinefs?— 

Your name and quality? rit put me in mind of 

a ftory told me by the Ruffian Minifter at Venice, of 
a traveller who being afiked his name, anfwered 

P 2 
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Boo hoo hoo hoo hoo— pray, Sir, lays the guard, 
how do you write that? That, Sir, replied the tra- 
veller, is your buiinefs, I have told you my name; — 
it is impoillble, I think, to anfwer gravely to queftions 
fo perfedly abfurd. 



LETTER XXIX. 

V 

Vienna, December 15, 1785. 

I Went with Madame Granieri, the Sardinian 
Minifter's wife, to court. Nothing is more ftriking, 
Ithipk, than the variety of the officers dreffes in 

the Emperor's antichamber The Hungarian and 

Polifh I think beautiful, and I now am fbengthened 
in the opinion I always had, though probably I 
have never told it, even to you, that every nation 
ought to preferve the fafhTon of their country — and 
that there is no neceility for mankind to ape one 
another in drefe 

The Emperor gives a private audience for ladies 
that are prefented to him. There was only myfelf 
and the lady who accompanied me that went into 
his room together; we met a Princefs Efterhazi 

coming out The Emperor was clofe to the 

door; and after bowing very civilly, he made us fit 
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Upon a fofa— -and ftood the whole time himfelf; I 
fiaid three quarters of an hour; there is no occalion 
to fear flaying too long; for when he cannot fpare 
any more time for the audience, or for any other 
reafon choofes to end it, he very civilly fays, he wiU 
detain you no longer; you then get up, and go to 
the door, which he opens himfelf-7-and thus ends 

the prefentation 1 think much more agreeably 

than to anlwer any quefticms a Sovereign choofes to* 
make before a hundred people that are within 
hearing in the circle of a. drawing-room— who ge- 
nerally repeat what they hear^ according, to the folly 
or malice they poffeB — and I fliould think it totally 
impoflible for a monarch to converfe with any fa- 
tisfa6J;ion furrounded by fo many ears, which have 
often no brains belonging to them The Em- 
peror is like the Queen of France, and the only 
thing thditgened me at all was his not being feated— 
He converfes politely and a^eeably — ^ — 

The firft minifter here, Prince Kaunitz— is a very 
extraordinary perfonage; he is reckoned an able mi- 
nifter and a good patriot ; I'£be in him all that lincerity 
and franknefs which, are the . conftant attendants on 
a mind truly great — and I believe the welfare of 
the people at large is his delight; forheafkedme 
what I thought of Vienna; I told him that I had not 
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time to make many obfervations, but that there was 
2ln air of plenty and comfort among the lower fort 
of people very ftriking; meme les vendeufes depommes 
ont I'air aife mon Prince ; on my faying this, there 
was a fmile upon his countenance, which I am iure 
Came from his heart; and he condefcendingly told 
tae feveral particulars relative to the markets and 
provifions, one of which I cannot help thinking very 
neceffary in all large cities — ^which is, that there is 
An inlpeftor for the garden-ftufF — another for meat— 
and fo on, for all provifions expofed to fale; and if 
they are not found perfeftly good they are flung 

iway And now we are upon the fubje6l of pro* 

vifions, I muft fay, that I never faw fuch a profufion 
of things, and thoie (b excellent in their kind, as are 
ferved up at the tables here — Green peas, artichokes, 

and aiparagus, I eat every day The crawfifh are 

as large as the Chichefter lobfters; and the pheafants 
from Bohemia have a- flavour you can form no 
idea o f ■ Yet I do not think the peojJe are 
gourmands; but they pique themfelves on having the 
greateft abundance and the beft fort of eatables of 
every kind. The forefts and rivers of this country 
do not in a fmall degree contribute to the poflibility 
of thefe things — ^for with us, our cooks cannot pro- 
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ddce wild boar and venifon, ge&nottts, and coqs de 
hvyer^s; or crawfifh as big -as lobftcrs ■ ■ 

There is one thing here chat ihocks me, and diat 
28, that every lower dais of women paint whide-r-rand 
even girls of ten years bid goii^ of errands in the 
ftreet are painted — ^What their reafon for fo doing is 
I cannot guds; Sor the Germans, arc generally. &ir. 
I dine very often with Prince Kaunitz-— and as I 9m 
naturaily sis finccre as he is, our conver&tiains doioot 
grow 4angui4 There is nothing that «vcr did 
i«ally -flatter me fo nnich, as when people of his age 
and experience ifoiget for half an hour, the dift«oice 
whkh titne and knowledge mnft 7uetur4iy put hct^ 
twcen t»5 and as I have often been rallied by -r — i^ 
upon my tafte for old beaus — I think I am juftified 
in his eyes, when I place him at the head of them, 
and iay I am proud< they Ihould %ofe their time 'with 
me; while, I confefs, I hate tlie converfetion of boys.. 

There are great affemblies here as in London;, 
and I repeat tt, there are women liere with Whom I 

c6uld pais my lire They have not the coW €leid 

referve of Englifh women, nor the impertinent 
inter et for me, of the French ladies — ; — 

The public works (fuch as fweeping the ftreets^ &c. 
&c.) are done by malefa6lors, who, chained two and^ 
two, perform their talk attended by a guard 
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The Emperor has given up a park called the 
Prater, to the public, where the bourgeoife and nobleffe 
ride, drive, and walk; and have little cottages, where 
refi^fliments are fold— It has many fine trees in ii; 
and the Danube is one of its fences; it is very like 
an Englifli park ^ 

I have been to (ee the pi&ures in the houfe that 
was formerly Prince Eugene's, now the Emperor's, 
and many things of which I have neither time nor 
inclination to give you a defcription — — — 

. ' ^^^^^m ^^m^^^ m,^,^^^ .^m^m,^^ ^•^^_— ._^^ . ^^^^^ 

and there are fb many Englifhmen here, that, when 
1 am at Sir Robert Keith's, I am half tempted to 
fancy myielf in England — ^Adieu for the prefent — 

Your*s a£Fe6lionately 



P. 5. You cannot buy a drug at the apothecaries 
here, without an order .from a phyfician — ^A very 
prudent caution againft the madnefs of thofe who 
choofe to finifh their exiftence with a dofe of lau- 
danum, or their neighbours with, one of arienic — - 
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LETTER XXX. 



^Varsaw, January 7, 1786". 

1 Got away as faft as I poflibly could from 
Vienna; for if I had ftaid a week longer, I am con- 
vinced I fliould have ftaid the whole winter 



-i*i— p" 



The country between Vienna and Cracow is very 
fine; chiefly open, here and there the plain beau- 
tifully varied with hills of gentle afcent — alid fmall 
woods; the Iportfman and the painter would be 
pleafed with it, as it affords a variety of landlcapes 
and game — equally favourable to both. The firs and 
deciduous trees do not feem to flourifh in the fame 
fpot — I frequently faw a wood of the one to my 
right, and of l:he other to my left— ^ — I obferved, 
that cattle of all forts are fufFered to eat the ^een 

com during the hard weather 

The herdfman with his cows, and the fhepherd 
with his flieep, gave living beauties to the fine 
features of nature, whofe graces I have ftudied 
with much fatisfa6lion to myfelf, when very 
young, pointed out by Mr. Brown, who certainly 
never learnt their value in the gardens of my an- 
ceftors — — 

Q 
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I flept the firft night at Nicolfbourg, a foiall town, 

fix pofts, or fixty miles from the capital The 

next af Brun, a neat fortified town, commanded by 
a fort, and fteep hill weft of the city, that is watered 
by a branch of the river Thaja, which flream, a few 
miles lower, mixes with the river Mafti, at a fliort 
difiance weft of Preft)urgh, and by uniting afterwards 
with the Danube, adds confiderably to the rapidity 
of that river. 

Moft of the villages are fituated under the fhelter 
of hills; the houies are chiefly built of logs of the 
fir-tree, laid horizontally upon one another, the 
interftices fiUed up with mois or clay. The road 
from Brun to Olmutz is bordered with large old 
cherry-trees. After quitting Olmutz, I pafled a large 
convbnt on the plain to the left; diis and the 
Chartreufe rejormee to the right, make two fine objeds 
for travellers. 

Adieu—— 
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LETTER XXXI. 

Warsaw, Jaiiuaty, 1786. 

The entrance into the town of Cracow 
exhibits a melancholy proof that confufion ever 

ends in ruin The fyftem of government in 

Poland is of all others the fureft fource of confufion 
that ever ytt was imagined by mankind — an elected 
King from the noble families, moft of which think 
they have a right to royalty, and fcveral really are 
entitled to it — — — 

I think, Sir, had I been bom a Poliifh noblehian, 
rather than have feen my extenfive country divided 
between ambitious neighbours, I would have called 
my countryrAth together — ^propofed to have relin- 
cjuifhed (for us and for our heirs fot ever) that un* 
fortimate privilege; have inxated fbme ^irited prince 
from Germany, in whom hereditary courage and 
all the virtues belonging to a good foldier wen^ 
blended — and made him and. his dcfcendants the 

lawful Sovereigns of this kingdom 

- Dirty fuburbs filled with Jews — ^and the Emperor's 
eagle, are the only objeSs that precede the gates of 
Gracow — thefe gates are pierced by many a ball. 
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and probably, if each bore the name of his fender, 
the gateway might be divided into as many pieces 
for thofe who have claims to it — as Poland herfelf is 

divided into parties 1 had letters for feveral 

Polifh ladies at Cracow— rbut I ftaid only to reft 
myfelf, and get a traineau made; for I was told I 
might go thus — but a couple of miles from the town 
I was obliged to take my coach off the fledge; and 
here I muft obferve, Sir, that the Prince Galitzin at 
Vienna, was very much niiil^ken, when he told me, 
he ftiould advife me to have juft fuch a coach as 
mine made, if I were not already miftrefs of fuch 
a one ... 

I hung more than once upon fir-trees; the track 
of the road being too narrow for my wide carriage — 
and when travellers come into Germany — I think 
tibey ought to , part with their French and Englifh 
carriages — as the carriages of our northern countries 
are liable to inconveniencies and accidents — 

I ftaid two hours one night, fo fattened with the 
hind-wheel upon^ a fir-tree, that fix men could not 
ftir it — and peafants were called to cut down the 
tree — ^before I could proceed 

I ftiall refer you to Mr. Coxe's book for the ac- 
commodations I met with on the road, and confine 
my defcriptions to agreeable circumftances^ 
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When I arrived at Warfaw, I found my apart- 
ments had been warmed and ready two days before 
my arrival; the Comte de Stackelberg having be- 
ipoke them, by the defire of Prince Galitzin — and 

the Rulfian Minifter C de S waited on me — 

He is fenfible, and even witty — ^he prefented me to 
the King, the day after my arrival, in the evening — 
The King received us in his ftudy ; I was accom- 
panied by the Grand Marechal's wife, who is one 
of the King's nieces — ■ — You, Sir, do not Ipeak 
better French and Englifh than that amiable Sove- 
reign — ^he told me he had been in England thirty 

years paft, and aiked me if Mr.W was ftill 

living — not only living I replied, Sir; but in good 

« 

i^irits; for I have a charming letter in my pocket 

Jfrom him He faid, if there was nothing im- 
prudent in his requeft, he would alk to fee it. 

He imagined Mr. W*s. ftile muft be uncommon; I 

gave him the letter — ^he put it into his pocket after 

reading it, and told me, as his filler, the Princefs of 

Cracovia did not underftand Englifli, he fhould 

tranflateit into French for her; and if 1 would dine 

with' him two days after, he would read me his 

tranflation, which indeed furprized me He muft 

be a very elegant writer in every language he 

choofes to profefs— I wifh I had dared to have 
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a&ed him for a copy— Well, Sir, he is the 
fccond perfon I have fecn, whom I wilhcd were not 
fovereigns — ^for it is impoflible that the many dif^ 
agreeable perfons and circmnflances, that furround 
them, fliould not deprive them of the fociety of 
people who, iacrificing only to the Mufes, are better 
company than thofe who only facrifice to ambition, 
when they give their time to fovereigns— -—W^ 
were only fomteeri people at the King's dinner, 
and we converfed as chearfully and as rationally as 

if we had not been at a court 

The King, in his face, is very like the Duke oi 
Marlborough, and there is an elegance in his lan^ 

guage, with a foftnefs in the tone of his voice, that 

pleafes the ear to the higheft degree My old 

acquaintance, the Princefe C— , will be the oc- 

cafion of my Ihortening my ftay here; for it is many 
years fince I faw her — and as Ihe does not com6 
here On account — — — — — I fhall give 
her the meeting in the country — and afterwards fct 

out for Peterlburgh 1 told the King I {hould 

fee her, as he Ipoke to me of her — ^I hate party 
affairs— ^and — — — — * — — — 

I make vifits in a new ftile here — in the Comte 
de Stackelberg's coach and fix — and a couple of 

2 
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equerries at the two coach windows on horfeback — 
The Polifli ladies feem to have much tafte — ^mag- 
nificence — :^irit and gaiety — they are polite and 
lively — exceffively accompliflied — partial to the 
Englifh. There is a Princefs de Radzivil, who, 
if I were a man, I (hould certainly be devoted to — 
I could be very happy here, Sir, if my heart could 
forget maternal duties, or thofe of friendfliip 



I have feen feveral dwarfs here — ^who with 
equerries ftand in drawing-rooms of the great houfcs, 
and hear all the converfation that paffes — an un- 
comfortable cuftom I think; and which in any other 
country would be dangerous; but here fervants and 
dependants are the abfolute property of the mafter — 
and their fidelity in general is equal to their fub- 
jeftion; to the credit of the Polifli nobles, I believe 
there are few fervants that, having proved for eight 
or ten years their attachment, are not difmifled with 
a penfion for life. I found the French maid, the 
Princefe C— had fi-om me, in this fituation; nine 
years fervice had obtained a hundred pounds a year, 
and a farm of fixty acres of land for the reft of her 
life — flie feems the happieft creature in the world — 
The. King has a manner of faying things obliging or 
flattering, peculiar to himfelf-— he tells me he thinks 
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men, animals, trees, every thing in fliort, that takes 
its birth or is produced by England, is more perfeft 
than the produce of other countries — ^the climate, 
the foil probably, he fays, may occafion this; his par- 
tiality to the Englifh, together with your*s. Sir, 
would make me prejudiced in favour of my own 
country, if I could love it better than I do— but the 
word comfort which is underftood there only — ^has 

long ftamped the value of it in my mind . - 

I am going to fee the Princels to-morrow — ^and am 
forry to quit this place fo foon; not that there is 
any thing in this flat country that would tempt me 
to fee the beauties of it in the ^ring — ^but the King's 
acquaintance, with that of fome of the ladies — and 
Moniieur de Stackelberg's converfation, I am fbrry 
to quit ■ 

Adieu, Sir, 
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LETTER XXXIL 

PCTERSBURGH, Feb. if I'jiS. 

The road between Warfaw and this place is 

one.infipid flat — except jufl in and about the towij 

of Nerva, where I took a fledge and flew hither. 

When I wrote laft, dear Sir, I think I wa$ upon the 

point of going to iee the Princefs C ■ - , I palTed 

two days with her at a country houfe of the Prince^ 

Lubomirika's, her fifter-in-law-^I was moft fincerely 

glad to fee her, and we parted with regret 1 

received a very civil meflage from the King, and 

M. de Stackelberg fent me fix bottles of bifliop— 

which I can afliire you was very fer\dceable to me — 

I did not flop at Warfaw on my return from the 

P i and the meflenger caught me juft one pofl 

on this fide of Warfaw 1 can conceive nothing 

fo enuyant as travelling in fuch a country as this-r- 

one flat plain — The view terminated by a foreft, 

which you drive through, only to arrive at the fame 

fcene you have quitted — ^the frofl: was not hard 

enough to make the road good, till I came to 

Nerva 1 am fomething like a country Mils, 

gaping at the window all day here— every creature 

R 
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ihat goes about the ftreets, feem as if they were in a 
violent hurry — ^they drive full gallop — traineaus 
with one horfe ply at the comers of tlie ftreets as 

do our hackney-coaches and chairs Mr. S— 

informed me, it belonged to my dignity to have 
fix horfes to my coach, in order to pay my vifits; 
and I beg you will imagine my furprife, when I found 
I had a coachman on the box, with three poftillions, 
one to each pair of horfes — ^and thefe fitting on the 
right-hand, I go thus, full gallop, running races 
with every other attelage that falls in my way — the 
fireets are luckily wide — ^and cuftom makes the 

danger lels than one fhould imagine 

I am interrupted, and therefore wifh you a good 
night 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

Petersburgh, Friday Feb. 18, 1786. 

I Was to have been prefented to the Emprefe 
next Sunday — ^but ftie gracioufly fent me word to 
come to the Hermitage on Thurfday, where ftie 
keeps her court in the evening every week^ — and 
has alternately a. French play or an Italian opera -1— 
Marchefini and Madame Todi are the firft fingers — 
It is but juftice to fay, that nothing can be more 
magnificent than the appearance the Emprefs niakes 
when fhe comes into the drawing-room; fhe has a 
lively and good-humoured look — and her politenefs 
to me was very great; but I could plainly fee that 
fome one had told her I was not an Englifli woman — 

for (he afked me if I was not of a Scotch family 

I cannot conceive why this building which Ihe has 
added to the palace is called the Hermitage ; it is a 
long fuite of rooms, full of fine piftures. You are not 
ignorant, dear Sir, of the many coUeftions the Em- 
prefs has purchafed; among the reft Lord Orford's; 
all thefe^ fine works want at prefent, a perfon to 
arrange them according to their (hades and fize — 

and I doubt not but the Emprels will find one 

R 2 
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Peterfburgh is a chearful and fine looking town; 
the ftreets are extremely wide and long — the houfes 
ftucco'd to imitate white ftone; none above three 
ftories high — ^which certainly adds to the lively and 
airy appearance of them — I think, ' Sir, if a young 
woman may permit herfelf to judge of things other- 
wife than en detail — that not only the town, but the 
manner of living is upon too large a fcale ; the 
nobles feem to vie with one another in extra- 
vagancies of every fort, particularly in foreign 

luxuries and fafhion The fafhion of the day is 

moft ridiculous and improper for this climate; 
French gauzes and flowers were not intended for 
Ruffian beauties — ^and they are fold at a price here 
which muft ruin the buyers. 

There are buildings ere£led for the reception of 
Arts and Sciences of every kind; for artifis or ama- 
teurs, though but the fuiplus of Italy, France, . and 
Ei^land, would find handfome encouragement and 
houfe-room from the Empreis, whofe refpe£): for 
talents, and generofity to thofe who poflels them, 
have induced fome, and would many more, to fix 
in the preient capital of this vail empire; but^ alas! 
Sir, eight months of winter; and the horrid cold 
I feel, mud congeal the warmeft imaginati<}n; poets 
and painters require verdant lawns; and the flowers 
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of fancy muft fade and die, where fpring is not to 

be found 

The Emprefi and the Princcfs d'Alhkow are the 
only ladies who wear the Ruffian dreis; it is I think 
a very handfome one; and I am more furprifed 
every day, that nations do not each, preferve their 
own Mhions — and not copy one country that is at 
prefent only the ape of every other — From Cherfon, 
the new town on the Turkifh frontiers, which is 
one thouiand fix hundred miles from hence, are 
brought many provifions ; from Archangel likewife 
this town is provided, and from Aftracan on the 
Cafpian Sea, near two thouiand miles, all the 
dainties, fuch as grapes, peaie, beans, artichokes, 

are brought It is natural to fuppofe, that the 

necelTaries of life are dear, from thefe circumftances; 
but fome of them are extremely cheap^-^nd I 
believe Ruflia is one of the cheapeft countries in 
the world to live in; if French wines and faihions^ 

and Englifh comforts can be dilpenfed with To 

theie laft I never felt fo much attachment as at th.i$ 

moment Dans U Ligne Anglais, a quarter of this 

town, where the Englifh merchants live, I find 
Englifh grates, Englifh coal, and Englifh hofpitality, 
to make me welcome, and the fire-fide chearful — — ■ 
I have never yet been fortunate enough to make any 
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acquaintance in the world of commerce ; but if all 
Englifli merchants and their families are as well 
informed and civil as thofe I find here — I ihould 
be very glad to be admitted into the city of London 
as a vifitor, to enjoy a little rational converfation, 

which at the court-end is feldom to be found 

How fliould it be otherwife? A little Latin and Greek 
in the fchools ofWeftminfter and Eton, and a gf eat 
deal of vulgar rioting, make our young men a ftrange 
mixture of pedantifm and vice, which can only pro- 
duce impudence and folly — Thus tutored, at fixteen 
they are turned upon the hands of fome unhappy 
man, who is to prefent them at foreign courts, with 
no other improvement or alteration in the boys 
heads, than that of their hair being powdered and 

tied behind 

The careful citizen, confcious that fair dealing 
and knowledge only can promote the well-being of 
his family, brings up his fon to bufinefs — ^and that 
only, as you know well, makes the idle moments of 
life happy — Peter the Firft thought commerce an 
elTential pillar to his empire, and the Englilh trader 
was encouraged ; our little iiland is a proof of the 
confequence which trade alone can give any country; 
and the new acquired poffeflions of the largeft 
empires may only become additional trouble to 
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their mailers, unlefs the advantages of trade give 
them new life 

The French Ambaffador, and the Comte Serge de 
Romanzow (named to Berlin) are men of wit. Mr, 
Ellis is with Mr. Fitzherbert; and converfation does 

not languilh or grow infipid in their company 

We are in the laft part of the carnival and balls; 
thofe given by the Ambafladors are very fuperb — 
Mr. de Segur, and the Due de Serra Capriola, the 
Neapolitan Miniftcr, have each given one in a very 
magnificent ftyle 

I was prefented to the Grand Duchefs the fame 

night that I waited upon the Emprefs She has 

fince been brought to bed— ^ — There are fome young 
Ruffian ladies very pretty and much accomplifhed-; — 
many of them figh after a different climate from 

their own — and told me he had no idea of 

happine^ in the world like that of returning to 
England as a private man, and purchafing a farm — 

he ^eaks very good Englifh Indeed, Sir, the 

elegance which is produced by the cleanlinels and 
order feen with us, is found no where out of 
England; here the houfes are decorated with the 
mod fumptuous furniture from every country — ^but 
you come into a drawing-room, where the floor is 
of the fineft inlaid woods, through a ilaircafe made 
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of the coarfeft wood in the nideft xnami^, and 

ilinking with dirt The poftillions wear Iheep- 

{kins>-'and at a ball, when a nobleman has propofed 
his hand to a ^r lady — he often kifles her before 
die whole company — u propos to this cuftom— -I 
muft tell you an anecdote of 



• Thus you peiceivc he was nearly in the fame pre- 
dicament as &e Chevalier dans la F^e Urgele-^d 
inight have faid, pour un haifer fauir-U perdre la vie? 

Adieu, Sir — I will give you fome account in my 
ftext of what I have fecn at the Mufeum 




*])*4M 



You anay have heard mudi of Prince 
1 fee him every where, but he is referved and can* 
vcrfes very litde with ladies I was invited by 
faim to dine in an imnenfe palace he is building in 
^e fuburbs; die only room finiflted is too paitucuiar 
not to be de&nbed; it is diree iiundred feet in 
length, and on idae. fide o^ofite the windows diere 
axe two rows of Aone pillars, wlioie height and 
bveadth aie proportioned to the immertfe &e of the 
room, whidh is vn oblot^ fifuare; in ^le cenftie <^ 
which on the lide where tfie windows -are, it is 
formed into a ieaii--drcle or what we csdl « bow— 
whidi bow forms another large %ace ind^endenfl 



of, though in the iroom; this fpace was bad out l!>^ 
bis Engliih gardener into a ihrubbery with baordct) 
of flowers, hyacinths, and narciflufe&~'*^nyrtlcs» 
orange-jtrees, &c. &c. were inplenty—— «-We wcine 
feveii or leight ladies, and as many men— Huztmcsife 
ftoires concealed hy the piiUajiis, were heatedin oanier 
to make fuch a hall in iiich a climate fupporuHerr* 
btit i came home cpite ill with cold -^f^H^^Itmras 
theie I heard that extisiordin&iy miofic ^erfiovmed 
by men and boys, each b^iOwing n ftr^%l»t j^orn 
SKlapted to their iiae-^iixt^-i€ve of tb«le mulicians 
produce a very harmonious melody^ Ibm/ethissg lijse 
an immenle organ. The mufic, the vdamy ihe cold, 
ail WIS gigantic. I ; iat by Prince Potemldn at 
dinner; but except a&ing oae to eat and drink, I 
cannot iky I faeaid die fixund of his voice; fo md 
unable totdl yon what ^ecies of ^^^ iuas ratified 
him to the fortunes and dignities he poiTdSies, or 
what occaiions Mr. & ■ ■ ■ and others to cail him a 

lenfibie mam ■ < 

'I haiv^e feen likewife' the cabinet of- me^UiEt and 
^ Muleum here*; the laft when finiflied^ will Joe 
^ very beauti&l fuite <^ ro<Mns-— •*-*^Peter the G«eat 

* A <:on)pl^te fet pf jiarnefs made of i^bite lesser, ilitched with 
coloured fflks, for fix dogs, with a fledge for one pcrfon, brou^t from 
Kamikatka, leat the %lneft^ ncatcili A119I mod curious piece of 
workmanfliip I ever faw. 

s 
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likewife fitting in a chair, with a coat of his amiable 

Catharine's embroidery 1 cannot help thinking, 

and often here, that notwithftanding he transferred 
his capital to this place, and that the Emprefs, Prince 
Potemldn, and others, may build palaces of the 
fineft oirders of architefhire, to contain the pro* 
duce of learning and commerce, that a time will 
come when the heads of an' empire, which extends 
from the South to the North, will prefer baiking io 
the rays of the ilin, ■ which chear the mind and the 
body- •together-*— to eternal froft — and thcfe. ftately 
buildings will be turned into ftoiehonfes — > — 
,' Joftice obliges me to lay, the £mpre& does all 
ihe can to invite politehefe, fcience, and comforts 
from'bdiercountriesy to cheer theie regions of ice-^ 
but, imtil'-ibe can alter the climate, I believe.it is a 
finutlels. trial— — ^L am informed the fpring, or rather 
the time of the year we call i^ring, is more me- 
lancholy than winter here, to I fiiall haften my 
d^arture; but a converfation I had with the Swediih 
MiniflSer, a few days paft^ will make me give up 
entirely the thoughts of returning into Geittany 

through Sweden and Denmark 1 (hall in my 

next have the honour of repeating it to you; I 
remain- with the highefi refpea and regard. 

Your moft affedionate fifter, 

E, 
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I promifed to give you an account of the con- 
verfation with the Minifter, here it is 



M. S 



m 



Von ma dity que Miladi voulait me f aire I'konneur.de 
prendre des renfiignemens fur le voyage qu*ette compte 
/aire, 

M ' " ' - • 

Owt, Monfieur^ on pretend qu*il y a beaticoup de rifiue 
a paffeir ces mers deglaces, etjevoi*draisf^avoircomnUtU 
celafefaitf parceqiUj de quel coU queje toume mes puiy 
je veux faire le plus grande partie de mon voyage en 
traineaUy deteftant le cahotage ^une voiture crdivmre^ 
et aimant heaucoup le traineau 

M. S— 
Miladi, fait elle que, pour aller d*ici ckez nous, ' oh 
attele un troifieme chevcd devant les deux autres; maisd 
une dijlance tres confiderable dans les endroits fufpeEls — 

M 

Qu'appeUez vous endroits fufpeas?-'--^ 



M. S- 



Ou ilferait dangereux que la glace fe rompit-^^et defi 
avec des cor des tres-longues qu*on attde ce cheval, qu*on 
appelle V enfant perdu — parce que, f la glace vient a fe 
coffer, vite on coitpe les cor des i le ckeval difparait pour 

jamais, et les voyageurs retoumentfur leurs pas 

S 2 
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Comme je n' at jamais commence un voyage pew rt^ 
toumer fur mes pas, et qu-il me Jemble que je cours 
rifque d'^re enfant perdu mm-meme, Ji fentreprens ce 

vsyage '-Je remettrai ma vifite a voire pays pour 

une autre occa/ion, Monfieur I'Andfoffadeuri and fo we 
talked of other things — 

I (hsJl* now prepare every thing to vifit the 
Crimea or rather the Tiuride; I have been told it 
15 a very beautiful country; and I confeis I am not 
fiwry this enfant perdu gives me a good excufe for 
turning my fteps towards Conftantinople 

There are ladies here whom I fhall be ibrry to quit; 
who in youth are poffeffed t)f many talents, and with 
whom I could form an agreeable fociety; Italian 
mulic, the pedal harp, and our Englilh poets are per- 
fectly underftood by them; I think often I can trace 
Grecian features among the females of this country, 
and the fubtle wit of the Greek in the men; that plia- 
bility of genius which caufes them to i^eak fo many 
different languages well, and adopt all the inventions 
and arts of other countries that are good 

I Eim peaking Without any parti«llity, dear Sir; 
but I da not fee here the prejudices of the £ngli(h^ 
the conceit of the Fliench, nor tfie ftiff German 
pride — which national foibles make often good 
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people of each nation extremely difagreeable. I am 
aflured the Ruffians are deceitful — ^it may be fo 5 but 
as I do not defire to have intimacies, I am much 
better pleafed to find new acquaintances pleafant 
and civil than morofe or pert — — 

Mine at prefent is a geo^aphical intercouric with 
the world; and I like to find the road I travef 

finboth Wit and talents will always be objcfts 

of importance to me ; 1 have found them here, and 
Ihall be forry to quit them— Prince Repnin and 
his nephew Prince Kourakin, whom I often faw in 
England, are both here, and I look upon them as 
old acquaintances, as it is thirteen years fince that 
period The latter is grown fet. 

I forgot to tell you, Sir, that the Grand Duchefs 
was brought to bed five days after ,my arrival; fo- 
1 have only feen her the night I was prefented to* 
her, which was the fame on which I was prefented 
to the Emprefe; her affrsibility is great to flrangers; 
for Mr. S — : — had not announced me to her; but 
feeing me move from one feat to another at thfr 
opera, by the Emprefs's defire, and prohably being 
informed who I was, fhe fent for me to come to her 
after the fpeftacle — ^which I did ^A moft ridi- 
culous thing happened to me; for though I had na 
lefs than three carriages as I thought waiting for me. 



\ 
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1 was above an hour getting at 6ne, owing to the 
^reat diftance of the Grand Ducheis's apartn^ents 
from the Hermitage, where the theatre is — and Mr. 
S ^*s telling me he waited for me at the Her- 
mitage- 1 went three times through the whole 

palace, and while I was at one door, two of the 
carriages were at the other. Prince Koural^n, who 
had offered to condud me back to the Hermitage 
from the Grand Duchefe, and who was engaged to 
fup with the Grand Duke, was not a little em- 
barraffed; for the doors, opened to let in company, 
were fliut; and I had no other refource but to fit 
in the guard-room of the Duchels, till Prince 
Kourakih's fervant fhould find one of the carriages 

belon^ng.pither to me or my party The Prince 

went in to fup, but the Grand Duchefs hearing .thi$ 
circumftance fent me a very fine peliffe, which I 
told the Prince I really did not want; but he in- 
fomed me I anuft put it on, fo I did; -and in a few 
minutes I had a carriage — ^but the moft ridiculous 
x:ircumfiance was, that the Saxon Minifter's wife;, 
whom I had come to court with, thought I was 
gone home in my own carriage — the company in 
:that, thought I was gone home with her, and gave 
me up, ^er having paraded on the outfide of the 
palace fi-om door to door, as I had on the infide — 
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My lervants at home thought I had been invked 
to flip at the palace — - 

The Grand Du^he&is fair and tall; the Duche& 
of Wirtemberg, who is the Duchefs of Brunfwick's 
daughter^ is pretty, and very like our royal family^- 
fhc was very civil to me — I have not feen the Grand 
Duchefs's* children-— I am. told they are fine, and 

healthy— 

' Adieu, Sir, for the prefent« I remain- youi's, with 

gteat reipe<6); and truth ',, I . ' . 

.. P, S, I am not a little fiHpriied to hear people 
fey: . i ihall inherit .=fo many hundred peafantjs, or 
fuchia one loftavillagfr— it is the^niuiiber of men, 
and not of acres,, that make a fortune great hero; 
fa.that a plague or any diftemper that would prove 
soiortal to the peaiants, would be death to the nobles • 

pockets likewife > . 

I have taken leave of the Emprels^ 4nd you may 
judge, if I dp: not leave Peterfbui^h with a good 
impreilioai of her politene/s; , fhe told me before the 
opera, that ihe knew i^ intention; but as<we defer 
difagreeable things as long aspoffible, .you fliall not 
take leave till ^fter the fpe£lacle; thefe words flie 
faid with the moft gracious- imile; suid afked me if 

I was iatisfied with the amufements and civilities I 

1 
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met with • I told her I mufl be both ftupid aiid 
ungrateful, not to regret infinitely, ihat I could not 
ftay any longer^ to ihew how fetifible i was of the 
hofpitality and magnificence with which I . was 
treated. The Viccchanccllor, Cpmte d'Ofiennan, 
is obliged to have a table lor fi^ foreigneis everjr 
Wednefday^ and a widow Princefs de Csditzin, a 
fiipper once a week — at Monf. d'Oflermax^ too, % 
ball every Sunday hight. TIk Emprds i$ iat the 
eiepence of theie dinners and (uppers«*-*aitd, I confefi» 
I think it an excellent and royal idea, to be certain 
tsX haviyjg boufes (y^n ibr the emertainment of 
tbr^gn miniilers and ftrangers of dt Ain6iioft*^£3r you 
kivd^} tny dear Sir, that private houfes aie feldota 
c^n to ftrangers now in moft countries^ for various 
i>eafons-«— ^Here I am told there ai^ aiany Princes 
who keep a public day, as we do in England, for 
the convenience of our country neighbours, and 
expe^ people whom ^ey leave a card with, to dine 
with diem upon fiich a day — but, if I was t& ftay 
hcte ten years, I fliould never be prevailed upon to 
go to diofe houles to dine without invitation — nor 
asa I believe it po^ble the mafters of them -caii 
expeft a foreigner to greice their tablie, without beit^ 

defired even by word of mouth 1 am aflured I 

fliall affront ' < " and — — — but as I meet them 
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every where, I cannot think they fliould be fo totally 
ignorant of the manners of other countries, to expeft 

me to dine at their houfe without afking me 

There is a cuflom here which I think very abo- 
minable; noblemen, who are engaged to marry young 
ladies, make no ceremony, but embrace them in the 
midA of a large company at a ball — --«• 

I have mentioned to a few people my intentioa 
of leeing the Crimea; and I am told that the aix i^ 
onwholeSome, the watery poiibnous,4nd that I4h^ 
certainly die if I go there; but as in the great world 
a new acquired country, like a new beauty, ^ds 

m 

detractors, I am not in the leaft alarmed;, for » 
perfbn, not a Ruffian,, who has been there on ^cu- 
culation, has given me fo charming a defcription^ of 
it, that I fhould not be fony to purchafe a Tartarian 
eilate. 

Adieu, my much honoured and' beloved brother- 

I remain your*s — ^ 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

Moscow, Feb. 49, 1786. 

I Left my coach at Peterfburgh, and hired 
for myfelf and my fmall fuite, the carriages oi the 
country, called Kibitkas; they are exa6llylike cradles, 
the head having windows to the front which let down; 
I can fit or lay down, and feel in one like a great 
child, very comfortably defended from the cold by 

pillows and blankets Thefe carriages are upon 

fledges, and where the road is good, this conveyance 
is comfortable and not fatiguing; but from the in- 
credible quantity of fledges that go conftantly upon 
the track of fnow, it is worn in tracks like a road; 
and from the fliaking and violent thumps the car- 
riage receives, I am convinced the hardeft head 
might be broken. I was overturned twice; the 
poftillions I fancy are ufed to fuch accidents; for 
they get quietly off their horfe, fet the carnage up 

again, and never aflc if the traveller is hurt 

Their method of driving is Angular: they fit behind 
three horfes that are hameffed abreaft — a flirill 
whiftling noife, or a favage kind of fhriek is the 
iignal for the horfes to fet off, which they do full 
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gallop; and when their pace flackens, the driver 
waves his right-hand, fhrieks or whittles, and the 
horfes obey. I am told the whip is unmercifully 
ufed in the ftables; I obferved a poftillion never 
ih'ikes a horfe in driving; which caufed my aftonifli- 
ment at their being fo tra6bible ta the railing of a 

hand only 1 would never advife a traveller to 

fet out from Peterfburgh as I have, juft at the end 
of the carnival; he might with fome reafon fuppofe 
it is a religious duty for the Ruffian peafant to be 
drunk; in moft villages I faw a fledge loaded with 
young men and women in fuch a marmer, that four 
horfes would have been more proper to draw it than 
one, which wretched beaft was obHged to fly with 
this noify company up and down the village, which 
is generally compofcd of houfes in ftraight rows, on 

each fide of the public road The girls are 

drefled in their holiday-clothes, and fome are beau- 
tiful, and do not look lels fo from various coloured 
handkerchiefs tied over their forehead, in a becom- 
ing and pittorefque manner. There is one particular 
piece of roguery pra6iifed after this diverfion upon 
travellers, which ought to be put an end to : the 
horfe employed upon thefe feftive occafions is 
generally upon the point of death; and the firft 
poft-horfe that is wanted, that horfe is hameflcd to 

T 2 
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a kibitka in his place, becaufe a traveller is obliged 
to pay the value of arty horfe that dies in his 

fervice 1 had one that died thus, though I re* 

monftrated upon his being put to the collar, feeirtg 
that he was dying — but unlefe I could have affncd 
fix fervants with good cudgels, my arguments were 
as fruitlefs as thofe I employed at the next poft, to 
prove how unreafonable it was, that I ftiould pay 
a great deal of money for a dead horfe, that wai 

dying when he was put to the carriage-^ • 

The Rullian peafant is a fine, ftout, ftraight, well- 
looking man; fome of the women, as I faid before, 
are uncommonly "pretty ; but the general whitenefs 
of their teeth is fomething that cannot be conceived ; 
it frequently happened that all the men of the 
village were in a circle round my carriages — arid 
rows of the moft beautiful oriental pearl cannot h6 

more regular and white than their teeth It is a 

matter of great aftonifhment to me, how the infants 
outlive the treatment they receive, till they are able 
to crawl into the air; there is a kind of Ipace or 
entrefol over every ftove, in which the hufband, 
wife, and chil4ren lie the greateft part of the day, 
and where they fleep at night — the heat appeared ta 
me fo great that I have no conception how they 
bear it; but they were as much fiirprifed at me for 
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feeking a doot or window in every houfe I was 
obliged to go into, as I could poflibly be at their 
living in a manner without air. The children look 
all pak arid fickly, till they are five or fix yeai^ old. 
The i^ufes and drefleS of the peafahts are by no 
means uncomfortable; the firft is generally com- 
pofed of wood, the latter of fhecp-lkins; but trees 
laid horizontally one upon another makes a very 
ftrong wall, and the climate requires a warm fldn 

for clothing It might appear to Englifh minds, 

that a people wha are in a manner the^roperty of 
their ford, fuflfer many of the affliftions that attend 
flavery; but the very circumflance of their perfons 
being the property infiires them the indulgence of 
their mafter for the prefervation of their lives; and 
that mafter ilands between them and the power of a 

delpotic government or a brutal foldiery Befide, 

my dear Sir, the invaluable advantage which thefe 
peafants have, as in paying annually a very finall 
film each, and cultivating as many acres of land as 
he thinks fit, his fortune depends entirely upon his 
own induftry; each man only pays about the value 
of haif-a-guinea a year — If his lord would raife this 
tax too high, or make their vaffals fuffer — ^mifery 
and defertion would ruin his fortune, not theirs; it 
is true, that a lord is obliged to give one man as a 
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recruit yearly out of fuch a number; but it is one 
out of three or four hundred; fo that notwithftand- 
ing this great empire is faid not to be populated in 
proportion to the extent of it; when you reflefl; 
what a number of troops the Emprefs has, and thefe 
kept up by this method; the Ruffian people muft 
be more numerous than (bangers may imagine, in 

travelling through this country It is very 

amufing to me to refleft, without prejudices of any 
kind, upon the ridiculous ideas of liberty and pro- 
perty that o#r Englifh common people have; for — 

And now, my moft honoured and dear brother, 
that I have given you fo pretty a pi£):ure of Englifh 
liberty — 1 fhall wilh you a good night, and remain 

Tour's a£Pe6lionately 
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LETTER XXXV. 

Moscow,^ March 3, 1786. 

I Believe I have not told you, that I am 
poffefled of all the inllruftlons to proceed upon this 
new journey in a very pleafant manner. The com- 
manders at Krementchouck and at Cherfon are in- 
formed of my intention to proceed to Perekop, 
where I fliall enter into that peninfula called the 
Tauride, which, from the climate and fituation, I 
look upon to be a delicious country; and an ac- 
quifition to Ruflia which fhe fhould never relin- 

quifh-^ 1 muft take off your attention, for fome 

time from your own people and my journey, and, 
in as few words as poflible, fliew by remote and 
paft ages, that the Tauride muft naturally become 

a treafure to pofterity Long before Homer, the 

firft' inhabitants of it that can be traced were the Cim- 
inerians; a numerous and warlike people, defcendants 
of the ' -Thr^cians ; in their incurfions into Alia 
Minor, they were robbed by the Scythians of their 
poffeflions, but preferved the Crimea longer than 
the reft of thiem ; the Scythians' drove them from 
the flat country 6^^ years before Chrift; but they 
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remained concealed in the mountains, calling them- 
felves Taaurian&r:^.aiid from thence the peninfula 
took the name of Taourica — ^Taourinia— orTauris — 
The Greeks began to eftablifli themfelves in the 

fixth century before Chrift The Milefians built 

a town called Panticapoeum or Bofporus, now 
called Kierche; and Theodofia, which at prefent 
is moftly called Kaffa. The Emprels has ordered 
this town to be reftored to the original Greek name 
Theodofia; it is at prefent a town of no incons^ 

iiderable commerce Before I proceed to follow 

the variations which the changes, and I may lay 
mixtures of nations that have governed this country, 
and have produced the prefent annexion of it to 
Ruflia, I muft obferve that, according to my ufual 
muode of tracing extraordinary appearances to their 
primitive caufes — I yet think I am perfe6Hy right 
in perceiving a lineal defcent in many Ruflians from 

the Greeks The darknefs in which we are loft 

when we turn back to nations conquered by favage 
imlettered people, puts a flop to all certainty as tp 
genealogy — but when the Greeks by terror and 
oppreflio^ were driven from Theodofi?i, and other 
towns on the fea-coafl' — ^is it not very natural to 
fuppoie that they wandered^ or wer$ driven farther 
up into the country, and that by degrees their 
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de&endants peopled a countiy, which nothing but 
ncceflity forced them to inhabit? — Many marks of 
fuperior genius have pierced through all the diffi- 
culties that ignorance and the climate have occa- 
fioned, and (hewn themfelve^ in the RuiTian peafant, 
nor (hould I wonder to find, if their genius was traced, 

it defcended from a Thales or an Alcibiades Let 

us return to hiftory — ^480 years before the birth of 
Chrift, the people from Mitylene founded a mo- 
narchy in the Crimea, which was governed forty-two 

years afterwards by Spartacus This King and 

his fucccffors, we are told, favoured ■ the Greeks, 
particularly .the Athenians, and drove away the 
Scythians in a great meafure ; but they were entirely 
«xtirminated by the Sarmatians. At this period, the 
Taourians frcwn the mountains molefted the new 
monarchy, till Mithridrates, King of Pontus, about 
a 12 years before the birth of Chrift fubdued them, 
and made himfelf matter of the whole peninfula — 
About the birth of Chrift, the Alains made the 
KingvS, pofleffors of Bofphorus, his tributaries, and 

drove away the Taourians Thefe new matters 

held their power about a century and a half In 

the fecond century the Goths fucceeded to the Alains, 
and it was under their dominion- that Chrittianity 

was firtt introduced into the Crimea During the 

U 
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lives of Diocletian and Conftantine the Grea^ 

bifhopricks were created But the Goths were 

obliged to fubmit to the Huns, and like all other 
poffeflbrs of the Crimea, when driven from the 
plains, they, in their turn, took refuge in the moun- 
tains, where they had their own fovereigns, who 
were Chriftians; at that time there remained fome 
of the Alains in the mountains likewife, and a few 

were dilperied over the plains About the 

fourth century, what was called the kingdom of 

Bo^horus ceafed to exift as a kingdom The 

Hungarians entered the Crimea in 464, they having, 
with the Bulgarians, all the country between the 

Don and the Dneifter. 

The Goths and Alains went to Taman, where 

they fettled habitations The defcendants of the 

Hungarians took the name of Aoultziagrians, and 
led a wandering life in the Crimea, but were obliged 
to fubmit to the Khatyares, who made likewife the 
Goths in the mountains, and the Grecian towns on 

the coaft, their tributaries About the eighth 

century the Goths attempted a revolt, but were 
fubdued; yet Were governed among themfelves by 
their own Kings. In the year 840, the Emperor 
Theophilus erefted a government at Cherfon, to 
which he fubje6led all the other towns of the Crimea 
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and Kouban, for though thefe countries were tri- 
butary to the Khatyares, they acknowledged the 
fovereignty of the Byzantian court — Notwithftand- 
ing this, from the time the Khatyares had firft 
conquered the Crimea, that peninfula had taken the 
name of Khat, or Gatyaria, except the mountainous 
part, which was called Gothia, from the Goths, and 

Tfikia, from the remaining Alains. Jews were 

then numerous in the Crimea 

The Petchcnegues or Kanglis, in 882, drove the 
Hungarians from the Crimea; but beyond the 
Ifthmus of Or, remained two detached branches of 
Bulgarians and Hungarians, known in the annals of 
Ruflia by the name of Berendec, or Black Bul- 
garians; from this period the Khatyares preferved 
no power but in Afia, where it was likewife anni- 
hila|:ed in 1015; yet eveii then the Criinea pre- 
ferved the name of Khatyaria 

About the eleventh century, the Petchcnegues 
were obliged to give up that peninfula and moft of 
their poffeflions to the Komanes, otherwife called 
Butyes or Polouzes, who likewife fubdued the Goths 
and Greeks that were left in it — At this period of 
time the town of Sougdaia, now called Soudak, 
became fo confiderable from the commerce and 
trade carried on there, that all the land poiTeffed 

U 2 
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by the Greeks in the Crimea was called after it 

Soudak 

Till the year 1204 they acknowledged the fove- 
reignty of the Byzantian empire; but then they made 
themfelves independent, or fubmitted to the power 
of different princes, fo that when the Ottomans 
conquered that country, there exifted two prin- 
cipalities, one called Theodor, now Inkerman; and 

' the other Gothia, now called Mangoute In 

1237, the Polouzes were fubduedin the Crimea by 
the Mongouls or Tartars, who were governed in 
clans by their princes, by the titles of Ouloug Beigh, 
in the plains, till Menguelci-Ghierai converted the 
Crimea into a kind of ftate. The Goths amd 
Greeks paid a tribute to the Mongouls, as they had 

before to the Polouzes In the firft part of the 

Tartarian reign, a number of Tcher, Kafes or Cir^ 
caflians, eftablifhed themfelves in the Crimea ia 
1333; that part called Kierche was governed by a 
Prince of that nation; and, as the Tartars carried on 
a great trade in the town of Krim, the peninfula 
took the name of Krim, by \^Hhich only it is known 

to the Orientals at diis hour— While the Latins 

were matters of Conftantinople, they carried on a 
confiderable trade at Krim, Tamane, and Tana; the 
moil confiderable traders were the Venetians — ^But 
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when the Genoefe, by a treaty with the Emperor 
Michael Paleologus, had obtained an exemption 
of all duties in the Grecian ftates, and a free na- 
vigation in the Black Sea, they began to raono- 
polife all the trade of the Crimea — « — Bloody wars^ 
enfued, in which they were almoft conftantly 

viftorious They rebuilt, with the confent of the 

Mongoul Khan, the town of KafFa — ^made it the 
chief repofitory or capital of their commerce, and 
at laft of fuch confequence, that Kaffa, for a time,, 
was the name by which the peninfula was called—^ 
By degrees they conquered Soudak/ and Cembals,. 

now called Balouklava It is true, they paid ai 

tribute to the Mongouls, while thefe preferved their 
power; but when their own intefiine divifions had 
wedsened it, the Genoefe fliook off their yoke, and 
the Mongoulian or Tartarian Princes^ were ele£i;ed 

or depofed as the Genoefe thought fit It was at 

this period that the trade from India to the Crimea: 
was divided into two branches by the Amou, the; 
Cafpian Sea, and Aftrakan — one ended at Tana; 
ih& other proceeded by B«^dad and Tauris to 
Trapefond and Savailbpolis* Tana belonged to the 
Genoefe and Venetians, under the fupremaey of 
the Mongouls; the Genoefe Kad their confiils at 
Trapefond and Savaftopolis.. 



150 JuADT CRAVEN'S JOVRNET 

In 1575 the Genoefe loft their power in th<» 
Crimea, by the Turks having conquered KafFa, 
Soudak, and Balouklava — and Tana upon the 
Don — ■■ — Thefe new conquerors put an end to the 
principaUties of the Goths and of Theodori, efta- 
bhfhed garrifons in all the principal towns upon the 
coaft, and by that meafure checked the power of the 
Khans of the Crimea; thefe however, till the year 
1584, were rather the allies than the fubjefts of the 
Porte, till it attained the power of naming them, or 
comfirming their nomination, when they ventured 
to be chofen without having previoufly obtained the 
fan6lion of the Ottoman council 

The Turkifh cabinet began by eftablifhing at 
Kaffa a Sandjak, and then a Behjler-beghjilik, which 
governed all the domains belonging to the Porte 
cither in the Crimea, on the borders of the Don, or 
upon the fea of Afoph,,and left a very ftrong garrifon 
in that. town to intimidate the Khans— But from the 
wretched policy of the Turks, they at the fame time 
fliut up the entrance of the Black Sea to other 
European nations, fo that trade and commerce were 
almoft ruined in the Crimea, and the exports, from 
that time to this, were confined to the produ6iions 
of the country and flaves 
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' The great market for the Circaflians, of which we 
have heard fo much and know fo little, was at 
Kaffa; where they came and fold their children to 
Greeks, Genoefe, Jews, or Armenians, who fold 
them in their turn at Conftantinople, but that was 
before the Turks had extended their power over the 

Crimea 

When the fovereignty of the peninfula paffed to 
Menghcli-Gherai, there were but few Tartarian in- 
habitants ; but the wars he was engaged in againft 
them, on the borders of the Volga, gave him an 
opportunity to bring back into the Crimea with him 
many thouland Nogais — ^which he obliged to fix 
there; in this method of peopling the country, he 
was followed by his fucceffors, who. fiirnilhed the 
Kouban, and the country between the Don and the 
Dneifter with their prifoners 

The Crimea was for a long time a formidable 
power to the Ruffians and Poles, till thefe nations 

became improved in military fcience Until the 

peace of Karlowitz, both thefe nations were obliged 
to pay the Khan to the amount of 100,000 rtjc- 
dollars, to infure their countries from the incurr 

fions of the Tartars Ruffia has gained ground 

by degrees, and by arms and policy is become 
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matter of the peninfula; the laft Khan has a penfion 
from the Emprcfs, and is retired to live ai a private 
gentleman; long before he refigned his fovereignty; 
the Turkifh cabinet on "one fide ; the crafty policy 
of the Ruffians on the other, left him no peace; 
even fbme hordes of Tartars infulted his tottering 
power. Thus, my dear Sir, I have fummed up as 
well as I am able, a fketch of the patt: and prefent 
revolutions that happened in the country I am pro- 
ceeding to^ in which there is at prefent about thirty 
thouiand of the Emprefs's troops, including five 
thoufand Coffacks in her pay; which I am very 
curious to fee. The Khan*s palaces, noble Tartar 
houfes, and othen are prepared for her reception, 
in which I am affured I fhall be received and treated 
perfectly well— ^-Notwithflanding all that has been 
faid to deter me from continuing my tour, I 
ftiall certainly go oil, and if I am not poifoned by 
the waters in Tartary, or drowned in my pafTage by 
the Black Sea to Conflantinople, I fhall, I hope, 
afford you fome amufement in the geographical 
defcriptions I fhall give you, and variety of military 
;^gures: who though not verfcd in taftics like your 
Pruffian troops, may always entertain any perfon, 
who, like you, are a good foldier by inheritance^ 
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example, and pia^ce^ I am going to idineatmy 
banker's, who infifis on (hewing me his very fine 
hot-houfes— <md having the honour of giving me a 
good dinnec 

f ' • . 

I remain unalterably 

Your affe&ionate Mer, 



E.C 
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Cherson, March 12, 1786. 

1 Was obliged to put rsty kibitkas on wheels 
al a vile little town called Soumi, before I 
arrived at Pultawa— ; — Notwithftanding there might 
have been many things worth flopping to look at 
in the iminenfe town of MoTcow, I was fo im- 
patient to meet the (pring, that I would not fend my 
name to any perfon whofe civilities would have 
obliged me to ftay. I cannot "fay that Mofcow gives 
me any other idea than of a large village, or many * 
villages joined, as the houfesHand stt (lich a diftance, 
and It is fuch a terrible way to go to vifit things or 
people, that I fliould have made as many long 

X 
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journeys in a week, as there are days in one, had I 

ftaid What is particularly gaudy dnd ugly at 

Mofcow are the fteeples — ^fquare lumps of different 
coloured bricks and gilt ipires or ovals; they make a 
very Gothic appearance, but it is thought a public 
beauty there; a widow lady was juft dead, who 
having outlived all the people that Ihe loved, ftie 
left an immenie fum of money to gild with the 
pureft gold, the top of one of the fteeples 

At Pultawa I was fliewn the ground on which the 
armies moved — 2l memorable check to the wild i|>irit 
of Charles the Twelfth. A private perfon, one Paul 
Budenkof, has, at his own expence,.ere6led a mo- 
nument in remembrance of that event; it is a plate of 
brals, on which is reprefented the battle in a good 
engraving, the plate is fixe.d into a pillar. At Soumi 
I converfed with a brother of Prince Kourakin's 
and a Mr. Lanfkpy, both. officers quartered there; 
and to whom I was indebted for a lodging: 
they obliged a Jew to give me up a new little houfe 
he was upon the point of inhabiting-r^The thaw had 
come on fo quickly that I was obliged to ftay two 
days while my carriages were taken off the fledges — • 

Mr. Lanfkoy has a little of the beauty and fweet- 
nefs of countenance of his coufin who died ; the 
favourite of the Empreis ; and who, if his pictures 
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and |he medal do not flatter him, was perfeflly 
beautiful. Both Prince Kourakin and Lanlkoy are 
very impatieht to quit fuch diimal quarters, and 
feem'to defire fome event in which they may dii^lay 
a military ardour^ very natural to foldiers, and in- 
creafed in them, by having no poliihed people tocon- 
verfe with — as I found, upon my afking what fociety 
they had, their account of the country nobles there- 
alK)ut was truly laughable — — — 

There is no gentleman's houfe at Pultawa ; I flept 
at my. banker's, -and walked all about the ikirts of 
the town 

At Chrementchouk, the general who commands 
has a very pretty well-bred wife, who did the ho- 
nours of her houfe and the place perfe^ly well. 

• • ' « 

Prince Potemkin has a large houfe juft out of the 
town, which I went to fee; at the Governor's I 
ai&fted at a dinner where there was fuch a number 
of people, and fo much company after dinner, that 
I was heartily tired^— There I began to find the 
manner in which I was recommended by the prince; 
the greateft attentions and refpe^ were paid me— • 
An liijglifli woman, married to a Ruffian who was 
there, came- to my lodging, and looking eameftly at 
me, faid, are you an Englifli lady: I fmiled and faid, 
quite fo: (he flung her arms round my neck, and 

X 2 
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almoft {mothered me with kiiTea— ^Forgive me^ faid 
fhe, I too was bom in England, and have never had 
the happinefs of feeing a country 'Woman fince I left 
it ; I am married, have children here, and probably 

flail never fee England again 1 was inlreatea 

to ftay by all the ladies at leafl: fome days; hut I 
cannot defer too long letting — i ' know what is 
become of me; I concealed from ' ■ and 



W««M^ 



my intended journey, and only wrote word from 
Peterfbui;gh, that I wasgbinji^ to make a little tiour 
to a warmer part of that country— ^md I mean not 
to let either of them know where I am till 1 get &fe 
to Conftantinople. 

I am going €0 fee the Dock-Yard here and th^ 
fortifications, which are to be new done by a Colont^ 
Korfakof). a very civi) ipirited young inan here, wh(^ 
i^n^ to have the -v^elfare of this place s^d the 
h<MH>ur of his nation yexy much at heart. 1 £ball 
give you an account of wlvit I haye ieien to-morrow* 

I remain with refpcct, . 
Your agedionate ii^, 

. . E. C— 
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LETTER XXXVII. 

This place is fituated upon the Dneiper, 
called by the ancients, the Borifthenes; which fall* 
into dje Black Sea; the only inconvenience of the 
Docks here is that the ihips, when built, are obliged 
to be taken with camels into that part of the channel 
deep enough to receive them — The town is not at 
prefent very large, though there are many new 
houfesanda church built after pretty models; good 

architecture of white ftone There are no trees 

■ near this place; Korfakof is trying, to make large 
plantations; the town is intir^ly lumilhed with 
fuel by reeds, of which there is an inexhauftiblc 
foreft in the fhallows of the Borifthenes> juft facing; 

Cherfon Rails, and even temporary houies arc 

made of them — Thefe reeds are ftrong and tall, and^ 
are a harbour for birds of various kind, particularly 
aquatics ; of which there are flich a munber^ and of 
fuch beautiful kinds, that I can conceive nothins, 
fo entert^urun,. ihooti„g paKies i» boat. h.r,_f 
Korlakof, and a Captain Mordwinof, who both have 
been educated in England, will, I have no doubv 
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make a diftinguilhed figure in the military amiJils of 
Ruilia ; Mordwinof is a iba^officer, and fuperintends 
the fliip-building here — there are fome very pretty 
frigates on the ftocks. Repninikai is the governor's 
name, and he has a young wife, who is very civil ; 
my lodging is a large houfe built for a Greek Arch- 
bifhop — ^but, being empty, was appropriated to my 
ufe : I have remonlbated here, but in vain, againil 
having centinels, and the guard turning out as I pals 
through the gates. I hate all kind of ceremony and 
honours, particularly fuch as I am not accuftomed 
to— but I am told herelmuft content myfelf with not 
refilling the orders that are given — The Emperor's 
Conful has a wife who wears a Greek drefs here; I 

think it by no means becoming Cheribn may 

in time become a very beautiful town, and fumifli 
the borders of the Borifthenes with examples of 
commerce; that ineftimable and only real fource 

of greatnefi to an empire 1 am not foldier 

enough to know what fault there was in the fortifi- 
cations, fo that they are intirely to be done anew — 
but by the aftive and fhidious fpirit of Korfakof, I 
have no doubt that they will be executed in a 

mafterly manner 

lean conceive nothing fo pleafant to a young 
Ibldier, as to be employed in places where his talents 
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muft create the defence and ftability of newly acquired 

poffeflions 1 leave this place in two days, dear 

Sir; and will do myfelf the honour of writing from 
the $rft town where I can fit down aglin for a few 
days 

I have nothing but maps and plans of various 
forts in my head at prefent, having looked over all 
fuch as my curiofity could induce me to a£k for— • 
The fortifications and plantations are executed here 
by malefaftors, whofe chains and fierce looks ftruck 
horror into my heart, as I walked over them, par- 
ticularly when I was informed there are between 

three and four thoufand Yet I muft confefs, L 

think this method of treating criminals much, 
more rational than that of ihutting them up; 
and rendering them ufeleis members of the fociety 
by which they muft be maintained 

Mordwinof informs me, the frigate which is to 
convey me to Conftantinople is prepared, and is to 
wait my pleafure at one of the feaports in the Crimea, 
and that the Comte de Wynowitch, who commands 
at Sevaftopole has dire6iions to accommodate me in 

the beft manner- Mordwinof and Korfakof both 

are much more like Engliihmen than any foreigners 
I ever met with, except one ^whom you are 
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afTured is the perfon upon earth I honour and 
eil^em the moil; and to whom I (ubibribe myiclf J 
with all tc(ped,, 

His moft afFe^ionate filler. 



E. C 
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LETTER XXXVUL 

Kahasbayeii, April 3> 1786. 

I Went in a baige for about two hours down 
tfie Borifthenes, and landed on the Chore oppofite 
10 that on which Cherfon ftands. A carriage and 
horfes belonging to a Major who commands a poft 
about two hours drive from the place where I landed 
were waiting, and thefe -conveyed rae to his houfe, 
where I found a great dinner prepared, and he gave 
me fome excellent frefli-buttcr made of Buffalo's 
milk; this poor man has juft loft a wife he loved, 
and who was the only delight he could pofleis in a 
anoft difagrceablc 5)ot,marfli)r,low, and where he can 
have no other amufement but the troops— From 
thence I croffed the plains of Perekop, on which 
nothing but a large coarfe gra& grows, which is 
burnt at certain periods of the year— -All this country. 
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like that between Cherfon and Chrementchruh, is 
called Steps — I ftiould call it defart; except where 
the poft-horfes are found, not a tree not a habita- 
tion is to be feen — But one thing which delighted 
me much, for feveral miles after I had quitted 
Cherfon, was the immenfe flocks of birds — ^buftards, 
which I took at a certain diftance for herds of 
calves — and millions of a fmall bird about the (ize 
of a pigeon, cinnamon colour and white — droves 
of a kind of wild fmall goofe, cinnamon colour, 
brown, and white. As I went farther on, thefe mul- 
titudes decreafed, not choofing I fuppofe to go too 
far from their Ihelter, the reeds — ^-- 

Perekop is fituated upon an eminence — ^the ditch 
of it feems rather calculated for the lodgment of an 

enemy than a defence The governor did every 

thing he could to detain me a few hours; but, as 
there was nothing to fee, I went on. Juft without the 
fortrefs of Perekop I was obliged to fend one of my 
fervants to a Tartar village to get a pafe; the fervant 
whom I fent, whofe ridiculous feats through the 
whole journey have not a little amufed me, came 
back as pale as death — He told me the chiefe were 
fitting in a circle fmoakingj that they were very 
ill black-looking people — — I looked at the pa6, 
it was in Turkifh or Tartari«ui chara6lers. I law 

Y 
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there two camels drawing k tart — This village gave 
me no great opinion oF Tartarian cleanlinefs, a iliote 
'dirty miferable looking place 1 never faw — ^The land 
at Pierekop is but fix miles acrbfe from the fea of" 
Afoph, or rather an arm of it called the Suafh, to 
the Black Sea -The Crimea might with great 

ft 

feafe be made an ifland; after Ifeaving Pferekop, the 
'country is exaftly like what we call downs ih 
England, and the turf is like the fineft green 

velvet Tlie hories flew along; and though there 

was hot aJiorie in i;heftables of the poft-houfes, 1 
did not wait long to have them hameffed; the 
Coflkcks have the furnifliing of the horfes— and 
Verfts or mile-ftones are piit up; the horfes were all 
^rafing on the plain at fome diftiuice, but the inftaiit 
they fee Iheir Coffack -coitte out with a little corA 
the whole herd furrounds him, and he takes thofe 
he j^lcafes — The pofts were fometimes in adeferted 
Tartarian village, and Ibmetimes the only habitation 
for the ftable-keeper wais a hut mad<s under ground, 
a <;olnito6n habitation in this country,^ where the fun 
is fo extremely hot, and there is ho fhade of any 
fort. To the left of Perekop I faw feveral fait l^es 
about the third poft— it was a moft beatitiful fight. 
About fun-fet, I arrived a* a Tartarian vfllage, 'of 
houfes or rather huts ftraggling in a circle without 
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&nce of any kindrr-Atdiffereht fpots upon the down$, 
large herds of horfj^s, cows, and iheep were ap- 
proaching, with » ilow pace, the village— making at 
once a fimple and majeftic landfcape, full of that 
peace and plenty >\rhich poffejOSons in the primitive 

Hate of the world might have enjoyed 

I Sopped there and made tea; that I might go 
on, as far as I could that night — ^Ybu muft not 
fuppofe, xay jckar Sir. tfepugh J h^ye kft my coach 
and harp at Peterlburgh, that I have not all my 
little necelTarie^ ^yen in a kibijtka-!— ^ tin-kettle in a 
balket holds my tea equipage, and I have my 
^glifh fide-faddle tied behind my carriage — What 
I have chiefly lived i^pon is new milk, in which I 
melt a little chocolate. At every place i have 
flopped at I ^fkcd to tafte the water from curiofity, 
I have always found it perfeftly good — — — 



I can eafily fuppofe people jealous of Prince Po- 
.temkin*s merit ; his having the government of the 
Tauride, or commanding the troops in it, may have 
caufed the invention of a thoufand ill-natured lies 

■ • 

about this new .country, in order to IcfiTen the fhare 
of praife which i§ his. due, in the attainment or pre- 
fervation of it— but I fee nothing at pi;erent which 

Y2 
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can juftify the idea of the country's being unwhole- 
fome. To-morrow I (hall have the honour of 
giving you an account of my arrival and reception 
here, and what fort of a place it is. 

I remain — ^yours afFeftionately, 




LETTER XXXIX. 

Kaiiasbay£r/ April ^, 1785. 

About half an hour after ten laft night 
I ordered my fervants not to have the horfes put to, 
as I intended to fleep ; for the only thing in which 
I am a bad traveller is, that I cannot go to fleep 

while the carriage is in motion 1 had not an 

idea of getting out of it, as our Poft was a vile Tartar 
village; in a few minutes the fervants called me, and 
faid, the General's nephew and fon were arrived to 
meet me, and very forry to find I had quitted 
Perekop, as they had orders to efcort me from 
thence. I opened my carriage and faw two very 
pretty looking young men; I told them I fliould 
certainly not think of detaining them; and we Jet 
off, nor did I fufpeft that there were any perfons with 
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me but them: at o'clock I let down the fore- 

part of my carriage to fee the fun rife ; when, to my 
great furprife, I few a guard of between twenty and 
thirty Coffacks^ with an officer, who was clofe ta 
the fore-wheel of the carriage; upon feeing me he 
i&niled and pulled off his cap — ^his companions gave 
a moft violent fliriek, and horfes, carriages, and all 
increafed their. pace, fo that the horfes in the 
carriage behind mine to'ok, fri^t, ran away, and 
running againft my carriage very nearly overturned it; 
and when I afked what occafioned this event, I found 
my Coflack efcort, feeing my carriage fhut, thought 
I was dead; as a Coflack has no idea that a perfon 
in health can travel in a carriage that is not opeuj 
and the fliout \ had heard, the finile I had feen-, 
was the furprife they had felt, that the young Engliflr 
princcfs, as they called me, was alive; as they 
believed it was only my corpfe that was conveying 

to Karafbazar to be buried They always ride 

with long pikes, holding the points upwards; the 
Tartars ride with pikes, but they hold the ends oF 

theirs to the ground About fix I pafled the 

Tartar town of Karafbazar, lying to the left — and- 
arrived at the General's houfe,. a very good one, 
newly built for the reception of the Emprels; the 
General, Kokotcliki, his brother the governor, and 
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almoft all the general officers were up and drefled; 
upon the fteps of the houfe I found myfelf in my 

« 

night-cap, a moft tired and forlorn figure, in the 
midft of well-powdered men, and as many ftars and- 
ribbons around me as if I had been at a birth-day 
at St. James's — ^I retired but rofe again at one, 
^IreiTed and dined, and looked about me ; this houfe 
is fituited near the river Karafou or Black-water, 
which bathes the lawn before, the houfe, and runs 
in many windings towards the town ; it is narrow, 
rapid) and very clear; this is a moft rural and lovely 
Ipot, very well calculated to giv£ the Emprels a good 
opinion of her hew kingdom, for fo it may be 
called. I had a Co{ra,ck chief prefented to me, a 
foldier-like fine white-haired fijgure, he wore a rib- 
band and order the Emprefs had ^ven him fet round 
with brilliants— The general told me he was forry 
he was not thirty years youi^er, as the Emprels had 

not a braver officer in her fervice Jn the 

evening, in an amazing large hall, feveral different 
bands of mufic played; and I heard the national 
fongs of the Ruffian peafants — ^which arefofingular 
that I cannot forbear endeavouring to give you fome 

idea of them One man ftands in the midft of 

three or four, who make a circle round him; feven 
or eight more make a fecond round thofe; a third 
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is compofcd of a greater number ; the man in the 
middle of this groupc begins, and when he has fung 
one verfe, the firft circle accompany him, and then 
the fecond, till they become fo animated, and the 
noife fo great, that it was with difficulty the officers, 
could ftop them — ^What is very lingular they fihg in 
parts, and though the mufic is not much varied, nor 
the tune fine, yet as fome take thirds and fifths as 
their ear direft, in perfect harmony, it is by no 
means unplealing — If you a& one of them why he 
does not fmg the fame note as the man before him— 

he does not know what you mean The fubje£ls 

of thefe ballads are, hunting, war, or counterfeiting 
the gradations between fobemels into intoxication — 
and very diverting. As thefe fingers were only 
young Ruffian peafants, they began with great ti- 
midity, but by little and little ended in a kind of wild 

jollity, which made us all laugh very heartily 

The Governor's refidence is not here, but at a place 
railed Atchmechet; he is only come here to meet 
and conduft me through the Crimea ; he is a grave 
fenfible mild man. I am told he has conciliated the 
Tartars to their change of fovereign very much by 
his gendenefs and firmnefs — To their honour, I find 
none would ftay who could not bear the idea, of 
taking the oaths of allegiance — ^but are gone towards. 
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^Mount Caucafiis — ^They have repented fince, but it 

Avas too late All the country here is clowns 

except the borders of vallies, where rice is cul- 
tivated, and what the Tartars call gardens, which I 

x:all orchards- 1 cannot tell you. Sir, with what 

reipe^l and attention I am treated here, and how 
good-naturedly all the queftions I alk are an- 

fwered 

There is an Albanian Chief here, though his 
|>o{l is at Bilaklava, a fea-port; he is diftinguilhed 
by the Emprefe likewife for his bravery; his drels 
differs much from the Collack; it is fomething like 
the 2uicient Romans— he is an elderly man too. In 
a day or two I fhall give you an account of the 
fource of the Karafou, and take my leave of this 
place for Batcheferai, the principal town and for- 
merly the chief refidence of the Khans, 

Adieu 



E. 
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LETTER XL, 
. . ' ' April, 178^. . 

Yesterday I went to fee the fource of 
the river, it lies in the recels of a rock, which is 
placed between many others that line the fteep fides 
of a valley; a Major Ribas, a very lively handfome 
officer of the Chaifeurs, has drawn it for me. I 
rode 3. whit^ horfe of the general's, a very quiet 
creature, hai awkward, not being uied to a fide- 

£addle 

; I never iaw a fcene {o lively as this vifit— there 
were near forty people on horfeback — the variety 
of drefles . and colours upon the green carpet W3s 
gay and pi^lurefque* We continued going up hill 
to the fource, tiU we perceived the rocks, but the 
fides of them were fo fteep that we were all obliged 
to difinouht and icramble down as we could; this 
i5[>ring' does' not, prefent itfelf like the Vauclufe, ma- 
jeftic ?uid teirrible, but pretty and romantic — and 
might be copied in a park where huge fragments of 

■ 

fipne .c^uldlbe ha4- As we returned, I got oft 

and wdlked befide'the foldiers houfes, and went intp 
jK>in^; t||ey gre p^<^d' in; a line pn theiieclivity of 

Z 



170 LADT CRAFBN^s JOURNBr 

the down, as they defcend to the General's houfe — ^all 
things were very neat and orderly. The old Coifack 
chief had looked with the greateft aftonifliment at 
my riding, and when I jumped down from my horfe 
on returning home, he kiffed the edge of my petticoat, 
and faid ibmething in his language which I did not 
comprehend, but the general told me he had paid 
me the higheft compliment imaginable, vie I was 
worthy of being a Coffack — ^ 

In the evening I went in a carriage with the go- 
vernor and general to Karaibaz^— --and on the road 
law a m6ck battle between the ColfaK:k»-— As. I was 
not apprifed before-hand, I confefs the bcgiimiug oi 

it aftonimed me very much 1 few the Coilack 

guard on each fide the carriitge ^ring fixun their 
ftimips, witfh ^2eir feet on the fediitte and gallop 
away thus with a loud fliriek — ^The Gcnetal finiled 
at my aftoniflied looks — and told me the Co^ack 
Chief had ordered an entertainment for me— -and 
defired me to get out and fiand ofi die riGng put of 
the down, facing that where a troop of CoiTacks was 
polled^ — ^which I faw advancing with a flow pace— 
a detached Coflack of the adverfe party i^proached 
the troop, and turning r ound (blight his (cattered 
companions, who were in iearch like Kim of the 
little army--Mihey approached, Imt not in a %aadn^ 
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fome on die left, fome on the right, fome before, 
feme Behind the troop-^a fliriek— -« pifloL Bitd^ 
wcTt the fignals of battle — the troop was obliged to 
divide in order to face an enemy that attacked it on 

all fide s ■ The greateft fcene of hurry and agiiky 

enfued; one had feized his enemy, pulled him off 
his horfe, and was upon the point of Gripping him*, 
when one of the prifoner's party came up, laid him 
to the ground, remounted his companion, and rode 
off with the hoife of the firft vidx>r- — -Some flung 
themlelves oft, their horfes to tear their foe to the 
ground — alternajtely they purfued or were purfuing, 
their pikes, their piftols, their hangers all were made 
ufe of — and when the parties were completely en* 
gaged together, it was difficult to fee all the adroit 

manoeuvres that palTed 

I was piuch entertained and pleafed — and defired 
the Coffack Chief might have my beft thanks — : — I 
arrived at the town, and was led to the Kadis' houfe, 
where his wife received me, and no male creature 
was fuffered to come into the room, except the in- 
terpreter and a young Ruffian nobleman only 
twelve years of age. This woman Kad a kind of 
turban on, with fome indifferent fiiamonds and 

» 

* A Coflack if he, can, ai^id« it. nesscr kiUs bis fnpxpjr before .he ]\43 . 
ftripped hifn> becaiife the fpolls are his property, aiid he fe^rs the blood 
(hould fpoil the drefs ----<— 

Z 2 
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pearls upon it. . Her nails were dyed fcarlet, her 
face painted white and red, the veins blue ; fhe ap« 
peared to me to be a little fhrivelled woman of near 

fixty, but I was told fhe was not above fifty She 

had a kind of robe and veil on, and her girdle was 
a handkerchief embroidered with gold and a 

variety of colours She made me a fign to fit 

down; and my gloves feeming to excite much un- 
eafineis in her I took them off — ^upon which Ihe 
drew near, finiled, took One of my hands between 
her's, and winked and nodded as a fign of approba- 
tion — ^but Ihe felt my arm up beyond the elbow, 
half way up my flioulder, winking and nodding — I 
began to wonder where this extraordinary examina- 
tion would end — ^which it did there ^ Coffee 

4 

was brought, and after that rofe-leaves made inta 
fweatmeats — both of which the interpreter obliged 
me to tafte — ^The fweetmeats are introduced laft^ and 
among the Orientals they are a fignal that the vifit 
muft end — Our converfation by the interpreter was 
not very entertaining — r-She afked if I had a 
child, and told me what I have been told fo often 
before, though I confcfs not by women*, that would 

* Tartarian and Turkiih women, deriving the' only ple&fures of 
fociety from. women, have none of that envy which prevails in Euro- 
pean female breafts — and among the Tartarian and Turkiih womeiij the 
extravagant encomiunis which fall from the lips of a man defperatcly in 
love with a pretty woman^ are to be heard and are in frequeoc uie. 
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be unneceffary to repeat it A Tartar houCe is a 
very flight building of one ftory only— no chair, 
table, or piece of furniture in wood to be feen — 
large culhions are ranged rovmd the room, on which 
we fat or reclined — but what is extremely con- 
venient, I obfcrved more than double the (pace of 
the room behind the wainfcot, which drew back in, 
moft places, fo that in a finall room, where it appears 
there is nothing but the culhionsi-r-every neceflarjr 

is. to be found —As. the vifit was at an end, I 

•curtfied and fhe bowed. In the courtryard there 
was. a dancer, a woman accompanied in her geftures- 
by a boy, but it was impoflible to fee them* either 
with pleafiiie.or propriety; flie never lifteji her 
-feet off the ground but once in four minu6es» and: 
then. only one foot at a time, and every part of her 
-perfott.-dwM^ed except her feetr*-- — I went tot. a 
-Mofque, where feveralpiousMuffuhnen weyegoki^, 
round isi a circle in the midft of the- building,, 
grbanii^ -and flinging their heads almoft: to the- 
ground.and them up' again^. a conftant motion .which 
with the 'moving round one way foon put* tl^emi 
into a kind of tortuie,. under which- they fall: to the 
ground; and then are dragged into recefles in- the: 
Mofquci made oh purpofc tbtreceive.thefe holy.xtien,, 
who facrifice fo many hours, and their perfons. to idle: 

5: 



»74 



LADr CRAVEN'S JOVRNEr 



pain, in order to prove their devotion to Mahomet-— 
They frequently pronounced Allah—— 

In One of the icceOes I iavr a man lying, that I 
was told had been there without eating or drinking 
forty hours ; which abfiinence is another pious aS, 
and if their courage is e^ceffive, and Allah can 
infpire them with ftrength enough, they endeavour 
in getting out of the daik and damp hole where 
they lay for many hours, to join in the circle, and 
begin to move, but in tliis attempt they geneitdly 
fall fenfele& to the ground, and are carried home to 
recover their ftrengdi— — This kind of mummery 
ix^be& die people with a great reverence and eibem 
fOT thoie who pra£):ife it — I returned home as 
tnoch diigufted with this nonienie as I was dif- 
pleaiedwith the dirt of the town— The Mofque was 
ihabby on the outfide and gloomy within, notwith- 
ibmding many lamps in it— The Minaret, which 



we fhould call a fteeple, and all the other Minarets I 
faw in the town, are uncommonly light, bdng very 
high and narrow — ^A man ftands at the top and calls 
to prayers, inftead of tolling bells as we do, at par- 
ticular hours— and msksa a noife to the full as 
agreeable— 

The chief traffic of this town is the leather which 
we call Morocco, of various coloucs yellow, red. 
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green, and blue — ^it is to be had very cheap, and is 
like fattin— <— — Th£ inniixnfrablc Jheep with which 
thefe plains are covered fumifh much leather, which 
is a cheap commpdttyj b» well a$ the moft beautiful 
and coftly peliffes — ^The flieep are all {potted — ^The 
lamb-ikins are beautiful, and they kill the ewes to 
have the lamb-fkins before the birth; thefe h^ye 
fmall ipots, and are fmooth like the lighted and 6neft 

fattins i- As many of thefe little animals muA be 

ikinned to make the lining of one coat, it is no 
wonder this is one of the moil fumptuous prefects 
the Emprefs can make to an ambaflador — ^l wifli I 
was rich enough to fend you apelillie made of thefe 
ikins 

1 remain idear Sir, 

Your affectionate ^fter, 

\-) . - 
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LETTER XLI. 

« 

Batcheserai, April 8, 178^. 

In my way hither I dined at the Coffack 
Chiefs poft — and my entertainment was truly 
Coflack; — ^Along table for thirty people — ^at one end 
a half-grown pig roafted whole — at the other a half- 
grown flieep, whole likewife — ^in the middle of the 
table an immenfe tureen of curdled milk — ^there 

a 

were ieveral fide-diflies made for me and the 
Ruffians, as well as the cook could imagine to our 

tafte The old warrior would fain have made me 

tafte above thirty forts of wine from his country, the 
borders of the Don; but I contented myfelf with 
three or four, and fome were very good. After 
dinner from the windows, I faw a fine mock battle 
between the Coffacks; and I faw three Calmoucks, 
the uglieft fierceft looking men imaginable, with their 
eyes fet in their head, inclining down to their nofe, 
and uncommonly fquare jaw-bones — ^Thqfc Cal- 
moucks are fo dexterous with bows and arrows that 
one killed a goofe at a hundred paces, and the 

other broke an egg at fifty The young Coflack 

officers tried their fldll with them, but they were 



• 



• 



), 



TO CONSTANTINOPLE. 177 

pcrfeflly novices in comparifon to them— they fung 
and danced, but their fteps and their tones were 
equally infipid, void of grace and harmony. 

When a Coflack is (ick he drinks four milk for a 
few days, and that is the only remedy the Colfacks 
have for fevers — 

At night I lodged at a hoiife that had belonged 
to a noble Tartar, where there is a Ruffian poll, 
with about twelve hundred of the fineil men I ever 
fkw, and uncommonly tall. A Tartarian houie has 
^ways another building at a little diftance from it, 
for the convenience of travellers or ftrangers, whom 
the noble Tartar always treats with the greateft 
hofpitality— — — Here the General parted from us* 
I proceeded in the Governor's carriage with him 
thus far the refl of our company went to fee 
Kaffa or Theodofia. I go to meet them to-morrow, 

at a place called Mangoufs We had only two 

CofTacks with us, as the General, to pleaie the 
Tartars, never is efcorted by a military party. Batches 
icrai is lituatedin fo fteep a valley, that fomc of the 
hanging pieces of jrock feem ready to fall and crufli 
the houfes— About a mile from the town on the 
left, I faw a troop of well-drefTed Tartars, there 
were above a hundred on horfeback; the , Kaima- 

A a 
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Kan * was at the head of this company, who were 
come out to meet and efcort us, but I who did not 
know this, afked the Governor if there was a Ruilian 
poft here; which there is above the town, of a 

thoufand men-: There are five thoufand Tartar 

inhabitants here; I do not believe there was a man 
left in his houfe, the ftreets being lined with Tar- 
tarian men on each fide ; their countenances were 
very fingular, moil of them kept their eyes fixed on/ 
the ground, as we pafied; but fome juft looked up,, 
and, as if they were afraid of feeing a woman's face 
uncovered, haftily caft their eyes downward again; 
fome diverted at the novelty, looked and laughed vcryi 

much There is a great trade here of blades for 

iwprds, hangers, and knives — I am alfured many^ 
made here are not to be diftinguifhed from thofe of 

Damafcus 

The Khan's palace is an irregular building, the 
greateft part of it is one floor raifed upon, pillars of 
wood painted and gilt in a fanciful and lively 
manner — ^the arch, or laft door-way, has fine pro- 
portions, a large infcription in. gilt letters is the 

chief ornament 1 am told it was perfeSly in 

ruins, but the governor has had it repaired, new 

^ That word means the Khan's firft minifter — a peiibn called him 
cream of Tartar — which I fearing he fhould be told of, turned into the 
cream of the Tartars— which he &d was no wonder s as he was fa 
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gilt, and painted for the Empre&'s reception—— 



Court within court, and garden within garden, make 
a variety of apartments where the Khan walked from 
his own relidence to the Harem*, which is fpacious 
and higher than the other buildings — ^What I thought 
pretty enough was that feveral of the fquare places 
under his apartment were paved with marble, and 
have in the center fountains which play cdnftantly — 
My room is a fquare of more than forty feet, having 
two rows of windows one above the other on three 
iides, and it was with difficulty I found a place to 

have my bed put up in 

I never faw fuch a variety of colours— different 

coloured gold and filver mixed together The 

Kaima-Kan, and two other principal Tartars, fupped 
with Us, and I find nothing can exceed the ignorance 
and fimplicity of thefe people — ^The Kaima>Kan is 
the Khan's firft minifter — He is totally ignorant of 
the geography of his own country; and fays that 

England and Peterfburgh are the fame thing 1 

am to dine with his filler to-morrow ; flie is married 
to a rich Tartar, who has given a certain yearly fum 
to poffefs, folely, the profits of the foap mines—For 
among the excellent produ6lions of this penin- 

* Harem means that apartment where the women refide ; which is 
always a feparate building from that which the mafter inhabits^-and 
Mers, mothers, wivesj or miftrefles all inhabit the Harem 
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fula, there is a mine of earth exa£lly like foap, and 
reckoned very good for thefkin — the Turkifh women 
confume a great quantity of it at Conflantinople-^ 
and I am told this Tartar makes an immenfe income 
from.it I faw from the windows a kind of dome 
Whii^ railed my curiofity, and I am told it is a mo- 
nument built to the memory of a Chriilian wife, 
which the Khan loved fo tenderly that he was in- 
coniblable for her lois; and that he had placed it 
there, diat he might have the fatisfa6Uon of looking 
at the building which contained her remains*— 
This Tartar Khan muft have had a Ibul worthy of 
being loved by a Chriftian wife I think 

Adieu for the prefent, dear Sir, 



p. S, Wild a^aragus grows in great plenty all 
over the peninlula — ^and a wild kind of horfe^radifh 
of an enormous iize, and the ftrongeft and beft fla*> 
voured I ever tafled — the root is as long and as . big 
as the ftouteft leg you ever law — — 

* Many buildings fuch as baths, rununer-houfes, Sec. are in ruina 
near Baccheferai. I went into one bath, it was circular, having white 
marble on the infide, with niches for the bathers to fit in, nidch wehav<( 
no idea of* C<^d bathing is unknown in Turkey and Tartary 
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LETTER XLII. , 

SbtastopolBj April 12, i'j96^ 

The laft time I wrote I was at Batchefera^ 
fince which I have been at another Ruffian poft, at 
the place where the ancient town of Krim ilood, ' of 
which there is not a veftige left — ^A General Schlikt 
commands a fine regiment of Ruffian cavalry there* 
and lodges in an outer building belonging to a good 

houfe prepared for the Eniprefs This general 

fought very valiantly in die Polifli Confederacy 
againft the Ruffians, and his bravery induced the 

Emprefs to take him into her fervice He fhewed 

me among his horfes a fine cheftnut or rather gold* 
coloured Arabian, fo beautiful an animal I never be« 
fore few ■ I muft not forget to tell you that I went,^ 
as I told you I fliould, to dine with the Kaima-Kan's. 
fifter, whofe harem, with her hufband's houfe, is 
fituated in a very romantic manner at the foot of 
fome very extraordinary rocks, from which iffiie 
many clear i^rings, that fupply the houfes and he* 
bath with perpetual frefli water; there is a flrange 
appearance on the fummit of thofe rocks,, places, 
where immenie cables have certainly paffed and 
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been tied — ^The Tartarians infift upon it that the fea 
once lay at the foot of them — and Ihips were 

fattened to them We dined in the hufband's 

apartment, a vciy dirty jQiahby place for fo rich a 
gentleman — •. — ^Tartarian cookery conlifts in much 

greafe and honey After dinner, the Kaima-Kan 

walked acrofs a yard and I was bid to follow. 
I did fo into another court, where four women and 
Xbme young girls met us, and laft of all his fifter— 
Her drefs was magnificent, particularly her girdle, 
in the front of which were two circles like bracelet 
lockets; the centers of them contained two fine 

emeralds She offered me a large goblet which 

held two quarts of flierbet, an indifferent kind of 
lemonade — ^after that coffee, and laft of all fweet- 

pieats We converfed very well by figns, fhe was 

neither old nor ugly, but how is it poflible to judge 
of a countenance hid under bad painting, and eye- 
brows which join into one ftraight line drawn acrois 

the nofe My gloves gave her the fame uneafy 

appearance I had feen in the other Tartarian woman, 
fo I pulled them off, but fhe was not fo curious as 
the other, and it feemed to be a high entertainment 
to her brother to fee us converfe by figns. I wore 
a chemife with two rows of very fine lace at the 
bofom, which I thought would furprife her, but 
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lace, and every magnificence which is not gold," 
filver, pearls, or diamonds, I am told paffes unno- 
ticed Linen is not much in ufe ; their fliifts, and. 

the ihirts of the men, are generally made of very 
thiii filk, or filk mixed with cotton, which is feldomi 
changed; but the very frequent ufe of baths makes this* 
cuftom lefs loathfome than it would other wife be— 
When {he had quitted the harem, her brother ftaidi 
behind ai little, and afterwards came up to me, kifled. 
the bottom of my gown, and prefented me a very 
beautiful handkerchief of his fiftei^s embroidery,, 
which the governor told me I miift accept — I defired 
the KaimarKan to thank her, and tell her I would, 
keep it for her fake — It is of muflin, the bordejs. 
embroidered with different, coloured filks and gold,; 
and what I cannot comprehend, both fides are the. 

&me 

I have been at Soudak, where the foundations- 
yet remain of a very large town,, which was rebuilt by 
theGenoefe, on the defcent.offteep rocks. When you- 
getto- the fummit of thefe you look down to,the fea,. 
and there is the remains of a chapel, where a granite; 
pillar is fo placed that the firll fhake it receives. 

it muft fall perpendicularly into it This town. 

muft have been inacceflible to a fleet, and from the 
pofition of the fortifications and out-pofts, of which 
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there are remains, mufl have been extremely well 
defended &om the inhabitants of the interior part of 

the country 

To the left of the town there is a fine harbour^- 
it is upon this fouthem part of the penin&la that 
vines are cultivated, and grow wild in great abund- 
ance — at prefent only a few private people there 
have vineyards of their own — ^There is little good 
wine made, and the Empreis has indeed a French- 
man, who feems to care only about the ftrength of 
the wine being fufficient to make brandy, which he 
diftils in great quantities — He is fettled at Soudak at 
prefent, and probably will make a great fortune, 
but not teach the culture of vines to the Ruffians— 
From Soudak I went to Atchmetchet, the reddence 
of the governor — It is prettily fituated on a rifing 
ground, not far from the valley which bcwders the 
river Salguir — and the foil on the borders of this 
river is exa£);ly like the black mould of our kitchen 

gardens, and extremely fertile The governor's 

houfe is comfortable, and the barracks with the 
other buildings ere^ied by the Ruffians make a good 
appear»ice — I faw ibme people courting with Tar- 
tarian greyhounds, which are remarkably tall, and 
reckoned very good. The governor ihewcd me 
likewife a pretty colle^ion of fhiffed birds, and 
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• 6ther prefervations ; with ilones, minerals, the pro- 
:duce of the Crimea-^^but the fine turf, 'the excellent 
.foil^. the orchards, the climate, are llifficient in^ 
. ducements to be partial to this country-'--One very 
.particulaF-thiiig I took notice of was a fmall pirik 
jflower, that fpread like net-work over the turf — 
rand, alking what it was, found they were peach-trees, 
which when very young, being nipped by the flieep, 

^ow into little buflies 1 was really forry to 

tjuit the governor; grave, fteady, and cold in his 
4iianner, there was a dignity in it which made his 
.t^^eme attention and r€lpe6t for me the more ac- 
ceptable, nor can I lay that he forgot any thing that 
could make me take a true imprelBon of the country, 
or a favourable one of the Ruffian officers, who have 
given me.feveral maps, and every information I 

could defire 1 wifh it may ever be in my power 

to ihew him in my country any marks of the fenfc 

1 have of his goodnefs — I have promifed to take a 

barrel of wine belonging to Mr. de BuUakof,' the 

-Ruffian Minifter at the Porte — and a root of horfe- 

radiffi from him 

I find a thirty -fix gun frigate, under the difguife 
of a merchant-fhip, had been fitted out for me, and 
had been ready above a fortnight; the governor 
accompanied me to this place, which the defcription 

B b 
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of would be too long fot this letter, io I ihall t&lce 
my leave of you for the preienc, only obferving tiiat 
I have a whole houfe to myielf, ' where the ardii- 
te6iure and furniture are £iiglifh ; it belonged to an 
Admiral Mackenzie, who is juft'dead-*-*^! croffed 



an arm of the iea in the Conite de Wynowitch's 
baige to arrive here^— -and upoii landing, at the 
bottom of a flight of ieveral fleps, I was 'furprifed by 
•two or three voices, iv4)e laid, we are your country- 
men, my Lady-*~and in fa£l, there are ieveral of taj 
countrymen as captains or lieutenants in this navy—- > 
The Admiral's houle i& jcift abore i^is Ifiiding-place, 
and makes a fitie i^pearance— -'— 

Adieu, dear Sir, 

' I remain your affectionate 

I 
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LETTER XLin. 

Dear Sir, 

. • ... 

J Should be very glad you could fee this 
place — rFrom the fingularity of the coaft, the harbour 
is unlike any other. I ever &w ; it is a long creek 
that is formed by the Black Sea between two ridges 
of land, fo. high that The Glory of Catherine, one 
of the largefl fliips in the Ruflian navy, which is at 
anchor here, cannot be feen, as the ihore is above 
the pendant — ^The water is fo deep that this fliip. 

touches the land All the fleets in Europe would 

be fafe from ftorms or enemies in thefe creeks or 
harbours, for there are many. — Batteries at the 
entrance of them, on one fide, would b^ fufficient 
effe6lually to deflxoy any fliips that would venture 
in, and placed towards the fea muft even, prevent 

the entr?uice of a fleet— The Comte de Wy- 

no witch commands here, and has a little farm at 
Inkermi^n, which muft have once been a very con- 
iiderable and .extraordinary town; at prefent the 
qfily rei»ainst of it are rooms hewn out of the rock. 
Here is a l«U"gje chapel, the pillars arid altars of 
which are extremely curious; the ftone is whitifli, 

B b 2 
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and not unlike marble. I climbed up -a flair-cafe, 
and crept into and out of very extraotdinary (paces 
large and commodious; I entered at the bottom of 
thefe lingular habitations, and like a chimney- 
fweeper came out at the top; and though it coft me 
not a little trouble in turning and climbing up fo 
high, I had no idea I had mounted fo much, till on 
looking about me I. turned quite giddy, in feeing the 
Bay of Inkerman and all the Black Sea, at leaft two 
hundred, and fifty feet beneath the place where I 
ftood-^— — Though I have not been abfolutely all 
over this peninfula,! think I am perfe£lly acquainted 
with it; and though it is a new acquaintance to me, 
I fincerely wifh it to be peopled by the induflrious, 
who may reftore to it that commerce and opulence, 
which the natural produ6lions of it demand from 

the hand. of. man Can any rational being, dear 

Sir, fee nature, without the leaft afliftance from art, 
in all her grace and beauty, ftretching out her liberal 
hand to induftry, and not wifh to do her juflice? 
Yes, I confefs, I wifh to fee . a colony of honeft 
Englifh families here; eftablifhing manufa6lures, 
fuch as England produces, and returning the pro- 
duce of this country to ours — eftablifhing a fair and 
free trade from hence, and teaching induflry and 
bonefty tp the infidious but oppreffed Greeks, in 
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their iflands — ^waking the indolent Turk from his 
gilded numbers, and carrying fair Liberty in her 
(welling fails as (he paffes through the Archipelago 
and the Mediterranean, to our dangerous (happfly- 

for us our dangerous) coaft This is no vilionary 

or poetical figure— it is the honeft wifli of one who 
confiders all mankind as one family, and, looking 
upon them as fuch, wiflies them to be united for 
the common good; excluding from nations all" 

felfifh and monopolizing views 1 am in pof- 

feflion of feveral maps of this country, drawn and* 
coloured very well, which I fhall have the hbnour 
of ftiewing you when I fee you, I take my leave- 
at prefent, and remain 

Your moid obliged and affectionate 

E. C 
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LETTER XLIV. 

W% fet out the day. bef<MF« yefterday to feir • 
a TOPft beautiful valley called Baydar, but when we 
had gone a conitderable -way acrc^- the mountains 
in carriages, the Comte de Wynowitch told me. .that 
we were five-and -twenty miles from the place we 
were going to, and that we muft take the Coifack 
horfeS) of which we had five with iis, and ride 
them,^— As I was not appriibd of thisj had not 
brought my fide-faddle with me, I told him it was 
impolTible for me to ride aftride, and the Coffack 
faddles I could not fit upon, fo we returned back 

to Seva^c^ole-^ We fet out again yefterday for 

the valley of Baydar, and at the fame place where 
we had left the carriages the day before, I had my 
fide-faddle put upon the tailed of the Coflack 
horfes, and after going about twelve miles among 
the moft beautifiil mountains imaginable, a fmall 
valley appeared a little to the right of us infinitely 
pretty — ^We croffed that and went through a thick 
wood, which led to the valley of Baydar — a moft 
enchanting and magnificent ipot, intended by nature 
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£<» ibme induftrious and happy nation to enjoy in 

I 

peace— A few Tartar villages ieflen the wildnefe of 
che fcerte, but, in fuch a place, the meadow part 
ihould be covered with herds, and the mountainous 

« 

withiheep — ^^^-When we were come into this valley 
we found the mountains tathe left kfi high, and lefs 
rocky than thofe to the right, which run in a lihe 

with thofe of Soudak., and form the coaft^ When 

vre we're in the valley we could not have imagined 
that we were fo near the fea — ^as the rocks which 
aare above it are covered with wood jof every fort, 
wild vinty pomegranate, a^d many fweet fhrubs — I 
rode up to shi elevation, which is, for as much as I 
cdn guefs, the centre of the valley*-i-and fat there- 
with my companions conieniplatmg tht beatltirul 
Jcene-'*— ^The valley is above twenty miles long, 
wide enoiugh to form it into a graciefiil oval — ^two or 
three fmall rivers run through it, and there are fine 

clear fprings in every village— The Albanian 

Colonel, who had been prefented to me at Karaf- 
bafar, vctei us with his fbn; and I fhall nev6r forget 
their appearance. When they heard us coming they 
got off their horfes. I faw the fon firft — a tall lad 
about thirteen years old, in a kind of Roman warrior's, 
drcfs, with rows of gold like armour all down the 
fore part of the veil " H e had a helmet on — ^As 1 
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wa£ not apprifed of this, I had no idea what the vifioa 
was that prefented itfelf, till I faw the father — They 
were both leading their hoifes, and came to me to 
infift on my dining at Balaklava, on my way home^ — 
which I did; and if I had not been obliged to quit 
this country in a fliip— I fhould certainly have 
bribed my Coflack to have fold his horfe to me; 
the animal was fb excellent a galloper that I was 
obliged feverai times to flop till the reft of the com- 

pany came up 

The Coflacks, Sir, are extremely proud of their 
horfes, as they lay fince your immortal lincle the 
King of Pruffia firft rode one, he never has, in time 
of war, made ufe of any other than a horie from the 

borders of the Don-^ 1 do not know who was 

mod plesded, the Coffack that lent me his horfe, or 

I who rode him We turned to the left to go to 

the Colonel's houfe, and winding round fome beau- 
tiful rocks, the defcent of which was gentle, we law 
before us the harbour of Balaklava — The Albanian 
Chief had ranged his regiment in one ftraight line, 
at the foot of the rocks to the left facing the fea, 

on the edge of which his houfe ftood 1 can 

conceive nothing fo lingular to a regular corps as 
the fight of an Albanian troop; they had. firelocks 
of every country ; each man is at liberty to drefe 
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^and arm himfelf -as he pIeaies-»-Oriental and Italian 
poniards,, with the oddeft piftols in the Vorld weiis 
ihick in their girdles— ^foine had hats, t>thers -caps^ and 
hebnets upon their head-^^GregorioChapone, the 
t:oionel, dsfired I might be told they were al^t, ^i<^ 
-nited, iffid brave ; his poft indeed was of infinite con* 
ibquence, and he was placed there on that account-*-**- 
^inions were unanimous concerning up6n his mili^ 
tary reputation. The Albani»is wtear fliort jackets^ 
with two, ihrefe, or four rows of fiUagree buttons, aft 
t»(na»tent tbey like much, and I tk?>u^t them pretty* 
^h^otdnfel'fi wife and feveral other ivomai ledfeived 
ipse W the door, and we -converfed by interpreters— s- 
5liere wfere feveral Turkifti boats in the harbour, 
but there was ii line on the ihore mzu-ked with fire^ 
%»4udh they wfepe i^t pefflMttfedto jxafo— ^IPhe TuAs, 

^S>A^^ (ellHMtdtfig^ und^eve^y pi-^ia^tion is Yaken 
lb pi^vfeYA'idieiricoiinntcni^ngtJie plague; To that 
cdthbugh they may -come on -fliore, they are 
obiiged 't» ' heap thdr orasiges^ within the ^c^i 
fidk>tted^'to thorn, and bargain at a diftarice-^'^-^W^ 
ivere above thirty people at table, and £ returned' 
withmiy company to Sevaftopolc in carriages**— 
I called juft now the Turkilh velTels boats — ^but I 
ttm -tcAd they are Ihips — a moft dangerous fort of 
conveyance for men or merchandife in my opinion- 

C c 



long, narrow, and top-heavy The frigate pre- 
pared for me feems a good Ihip— the three fea- 
ofEcers who go with me, have never been at Con- 
.fiantinople; we go as merchants, for by a treaty 
•between the Porte and Ruilia, trading vefTels may 
<ome from the Black Sea into the (3anal of Con- 
ftantinople, but not men of war. We have a Greek 
{>ilot on board, who is to fleer us fafe, pleale Heaven. 
I am told we are not to be much more than two 
days in our paflage; but I have told my company I 
expe6l to be (even* Why I have chofen the number 
ieven I carmot guefs; but I can give no other 
jreafon to you than that I have long refolved in my 
mind to exped: a triple dole of any bitter draught I 
am obliged to (wallow; and I aflure you, Sir, in this 
maethod of calculating events, I fhall not be fo often 
difappointed as I have been in life, when the natural 
cHearfiilnefs of my mind made me always forefee 

profperous gaits 1 fhall write to you next from 

the Canal, whence I h<^ to a£Pord you fome enter- 
tainment. There and every where elfe, Sir, I am 
with all gratitude, re^£l, andefleem, • 

Your mofl ^e6lionate, and ever attached Mer,^ 
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P, S. You may think me very odd in faying 
a voyage is a bitter draught to me-~>you will be 
much more furprifed when I tell you I hate tra-^ 
veiling; but you know why I travel 



And as I do, I am determined to fee that place 
where the capital of the world ought to be placed ; 
when I am fick at fea I (hall think of that- — and 
that according to a vulgar Englifh faying, the 
longeft way about is the neareft way home 
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LETTER XLV. 

Palais oe F&ahce, Psra, April ao, 1786. 

1 Am fafely arrived, dear Sir, and haften to 
inform you l)ow I made my voyage. I fet out the 
1 3th at five ui: the morning; Mi?, de Wynowitch 
took me out of th^ harbour in a fm^ frigate^ and 
after feeing me iafe in my cabbin took leave. I gave 
him many thanks for the attentions he had paid, me* 
and wiflied him an opportunity of fignalizing his 
courage at fea, which feemed to be the thing he 
had moft at heart. He gave me a royal falute, and 
as his guns fired, we fet fail with a fair wind ; we 
had not been two days at fea before we were be- 
calmed; and we lay three days and three nights, 
wifhing for wind, which came on at laft very frefh 
with rain — It was a fide-wind, the rain prevented us 
from feeing the Turkifli fhore fometimes, and fbme- 
times we could fee it very diflinftly ; but we ran 
thus four-and-twenty hours to the left, without 
feeing the objefb that precede the entrance of the 

Canal On the feventh day, the Greek pilot, the 

only perfon on board who had ever been at Con- 
fiantinople, was dead drunk and incapable of 
5 
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^cakingi much Icfs of fteerii^ the fhip — ^The officers 
were gneafil); alanned^ aiad therewas a long confulta- 
tion beftween, them and the reft of the company-— I 
luckily had a imall map. of the Black Sea, and the 
tatrmcc of theCanalr-^which alone was our guide— < 
As to- me I haddre^d myielf in a riding habit, and 
had a fmiall box in one hand, an umbrella in the 
other, and had told the captain I was -detenhined ta 
gjtt into the boat and land oa the Tuikifk Ihore,^ 
rather than: lofe- fight of the Canal, or £ul1 into, it 
without being quite fiire that we were right— There 
Is a large rock on the Eurc^an ihore, which is fb 
fep diftani from Ui_ that, ui^teis^ a ms^ or pilot dire6is 
the mariner, he muft in^Eillibly take it for the en^* 
trance of the Bofphorus, and feveral . hundreds of 
Turki<(k boats are wrecked upon it yearly. 

1%e gentlemen and officers flood all the morning 
upon deck, watching the fhore; we had ran then 
above ninety leagues to the left^ always feeing land, 
which* was owing to the currents which had taken 
our fhip during the three days calm, fo much more 
to tlte right—— As tome I flood between decks, tili 
the Oiptaib told me to^ come and liG>ok at a village, 
churchi « orfemethingk— &• was a Tiirkifh Minaref; 
and a fiew m^Qjent» afterward we faiw* that rock I 
dreaded fb much, uoon which there are about a 
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thoufand Turkifli veffels that perifli conftantly every" 
year, as the Turks forget as they leave it to the left 
in coming out, they muft leave it to the right in going 
in-— Perhaps they are like an Iriih acquaintance of 
mine, who going up a very fteep hill in a carriage to 
pay a vifit, could never he made to underftand that he 
was to go down the hill in returning; the only ar- 
gument he made ufe of was, that as the road was the 
fame, he muft neceffarily go up the hill, having 
done fo, in going over that fame road— " 

To return to my voyage. Sir: you may judge 
how infinitely comfortable I felt, in being at anchor 
about fix in the evening; elcaped from all the 
dangers I had been threatened witli upon the Black 
Sea; and the ugly circumftance that attended us 
when we were about to take our leave of it. I had fo 
many birds, among which was a moift beautiful milk- 
white finall heron, that had taken refuge in- the ihrp« 

(hat. my cabbin looked like a bird-ihop- We 

fupped on board very comfortably, and I took fome 
hours reft; and the next morning we put ourfelves in 
the long-boat, and were rowed to Mr. de Bukalow's 
houfe at Bouyukdere, but he was at Pera, fo we were 

rowed by a Tiurkifh boat down to Pera ^^The Bof- 

phorus takes a fudden turn at Bouyukdere — I refer 
you to Mr..Gibbon, Sir^ for his accoURt of the fingular 
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fituation of Conftantinople, my pen will repeat 

» 

feebly what he has defcribed in language maj eftic 

as the fubje£l deferves But I am certain no land- 

fcape can amufe or pleafe in comparifon with the 
varied view, which the borders of this famed Straight 
compofe — Rocks, verdure, ancient caftlesi' built on 
the fummit of the' hills by the Genoefe — ^modern 
Kiofks*, Minarets, and large platane-trees, rifing 
promifcuous in the vallies — ^lai^e meadows — ^mul- 
titudes of people, and boats fwarming on the fliore 
and oii the' water; and what was particular, nothing 
to be feen like a formal French garden — The Turks 
have fo great a.re^ed: for natural beauties, that if 
they muft build a houfe where a tree ftands, they 
leave a large hole for the tree to pais through and 
increale in fize, they think the branches of it the 
prettied ornament for the top of the houfe ; in truth. 
Sir, contraft a chimney to a beautiful foliage, and 
judge if tfaey are right or wrong— —The coail is fo 
fafe that a large fleet of Turkifh veffels is to be feen 
in every crcek, mafts of which are intermingled with 
the trees, and a graceful confuiion and variety make 
this living pidure the moft poignant fcene I ever 
beheld. 

* Kioik means a ftKnmer'houic with blinds all round. 



too 
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Judge of Mr. de B(ilakow*s furprife, when lie 
had opened his . letters and read my nanie ; he had 
fcarcely time to offer me his lervices, when Mr. de 
Choifeul's people came and claimed toe from their 
mailer, who had been prepared for three weds 
before for my afnival, by Mr. de ^gur at Peter&> 
burgh; and, I confcis, bom the charader I had 
Jieard of him, I was not at all ibrry &at he claimed 
"Biy fociety as his droit — ^And now I have heard him 
l^peak, I am extremely glad that I am to proBt by 
his conveHation and 'company, both Of which are 
as much to be defired ^ talents and politenefi <:an 
Make them. Adiea 'for to*day— — I am iun^btttnt. 



tired, but likewife pleafed beyond mcafure— yes. 
Sir, pleafed to be here, and to call myfeif hy the 
fenourcd name of 

Your affe&ionate fifter. 
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LETTER XLVU 

April 25, *i766. 

I Haxre a double fktisfaftidit in being <«2i 
jPd[/(3£y ^ France; Mr. de Cfioifeul has been (ick thefe 
fix months and never been otit, but his fpirits are 
better, and upon my account he has opened his 
houfe, and goes out a little, which cannot fail to do 
him good. He has fome &tti^i with him, whofe 
pencils he ha» empldyed to colle6l all the fineft 
drawings, coloured, of the^fineft ruins that exlft either 
in £tirop« or Afia, where an artift could venture — 
Monfietif Cafks, one of them, has been plimdered by 
Arabs fevei«d times j but his beautiful and accurate 
drawings will gain him immortal honour. The 
Comte de ChoifeuFs colleftion is, perhaps, the only 
thing in the world of the kind, and he means, when 
he returns to Paris, to have all the ruins and temples 
executed in plafter of Paris, or fome materials which 
will copy the marble, in fmall models; to be 

placed in a gallery upon tables 

The ambaffadoT aflures me the moft ancient and 
firieft amphitheatre in the world is at Pola in Iftria, 
three days fail South-Eaft of Venice ; it ftands near 

D d 
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the port, and in good prefervation. The Temple 
of Auguftus and the Triumphal Arch» both of the 
Corinthian order, belonging to the fame town, are 
line monuments of antiquity — Mr. Cafas has taken 

drawings of them. At night when we have no 

vifitors, and all the ambaffador's buiine& is done, he 
comes into vxy room, followed by Mr. Cafas and a 
few more people, with, large portefeuilUs full of thefe 
moft beautiful drawings, and we pais three or four 
hours looking over them, and converfing upon 

topics whieh are my favourites It is a iingular 

inftance of good taftein.a Frenchman, to have, given, 
himfelf up ten years ago to the finding and col» 
lefting all that is really beft worthy of record, as to 

the ancient architecture Mr. de Choifeul*s Voyage 

Pittorefque de la Grece, and when he was but two- 
and-twenty, taking the moft perilous journeys to 
find out new antiquities, if I may fo call them, muft 
endear him to all lovers of the fine arts — ^but now 
that his judgment is formed, and that he fits down ta 
colle6l all his materials together, I doubt not the 
work he is about to publifh, which is an addition to 
the firft, will be the moft perfeft thing of the kind 

exifting You will wonder that I do not begin 

this letter by giving you a magnificent account of 
the view from my windows; but my eyes and ears 
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both are fo much better pleafed within than without 
doors, that I muft firft give you an account of what 

paffes there ^ Mr. de Choifeul, befide being a 

very fine fcholar, is a very lively and polite man"; 
and has none of that kind of moft odious attention 
which young Frenchmen dilplay, thinking it necef- 
fary to fay fine things to, or admire ladies upon the 
£ighteft acquaintance; he has the. dignity of die 
VieiUe cour, with the eafe of modem manners — 4ind, if 
I was the Empreis of Ruflia, he could not treat me 
with more refpeft, nor if I was his filler with more 
regard — r— His houfe is like a very fine French 
Hotel at Paris, built with good ftone and wood, 
rare materials here, where . every houfe is in the 
conftru6lion like a ftage, and compofed of as flight 
materials — : — From fome of the windows I look 
acro& that harbour called the Golden Horn by the 
ancients, and from others can fee the fea of Mar- 
mora, the. iflands therein, and part of the Seraglio — 
from mine I faw yefterday the Sultan fitting on a 
filver fofa, while his boats, and many of the people 
who were to accompany him, were lining ihc banks 

of the garden A magnificent fight, as they are of 

a light fhape, gilt, and painted very beautifully— 
We had a large telefcope, and faw the Ottoman 

D d 2 
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Iplendour very diftinftly-^— The Sultan dyes his 
beard black, to give himfelf a young look— <-and he 
is known at a confiderable diftance by that, which 
contrafb fmgularly with his face, that is extremely 
livid and pale •~-— The kiofk, which contained him 
and his filver fofa, was not very large, and like a 
hundred others to be feen on the Canal «-—^ It is 
ilrange, Sir, how words gain in other countries a 
(ignification different from the meaning they pofTefi 
in their own. Serail, or Seraglio, is generally un- 
derflood as the habitation, or rather the confinement 
for women; here it is the Sultan's refidence; it 
cannot be called his palace, for the kiofks, gardens, 
courts, walls, flables, are io mixed, that it is many 
houfes in many gardens. 

The ftreets both of Pera and Conftantinople are 
(o narrow that few of th^n admit of a carriage-— 
the windows of every llory proje^ over thofe under 
dtem, fo that at the upper pe<^le may ihake hands 
fomedmes acro& the ftreet— — No Turk of any 
confequence makes a vifit, if it is only four doors 
from his own, but on horfeback; and, on my arrival 
here, I faw one who landed in a bosrt, and had a 
fine grey horfe led by four men, that went a long 
way round, which he mounted gravely, to get off in 
a few moments.. 
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As to women, as many, if not more than men, 
are to be feen in the (beets — ^but they look like 
walking mummies — A large loofe robe of dark green 
cloth covers them from the neck to the ground,, 
over that a large piece of muflin, which wraps the 
fhoulders and the arms, another which goes over 
the head and eyes; judge. Sir, if all thefe coverings 
do not confound all (hape or air fo much, that men 
CMT women', princeffes and ilaves, may be concealed 
under them. I think I never faw a country where 
women may enjoy fo much liberty, and free from; 
all reproach, as in Turkey— A Turkifli hufband that 
ieesa pair of flippers at the door of his harem muf^ 
not enter; his re(pe£l for the (ex prevents him from^ 
intruding when a Aranger is diere upon a vifit;. 
how eafy then is it for men to vifit and pa£s for 

women If I was to walk about the ftrcetsherc 

I would certainly wear the fame drels, for the 
Turkiih women call othen names, when they me^ 
them with their faces uncovered — ^When I go out 
I have the AmbaiTador's fedan*chair, which is like 
mine in London, only gilt and vamifhed like a 
French coach, and fix Turks carry it; as they fancy 
it in^flible that two or four men c^m carty one;^ 
two JanifTaries walk before with high fur caps on — 
The AmbaiTadors here have all JanifTaries as guards. 
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allowed them by the Porte Thank Heaven I 

have but a little way to go in this pomp, and fearing 
every moment the Turks fhould fling me down 
they are fo awkward; for the platform, where people 
land and embark from and to Pera is not far from 

this houfe 

There the Ambaflador's boat waits for us, and we 
row out: boats here are to be hired as hackney- 
coaches are in London, and all very beautifoUy 
carved, moft of them with fome gilding; the fhape 
of thefe boats is light and beautiful, and the Turks 
row very well, which is a thing quite incompatible 

with the idlenefs vifible in all ranks of people 

I faw a Turk the other day lying on cufhions, 
fbiking llowly an iron which he was fhaping into 
an horfe-fhoe, his pipe in his mouth all the time-- 
nay, among t*he higher order of Turks, there is an 
invention which faves them the trouble of holding 
the pipe, two fmall wheels are fixed on each fide 
the bowl of the pipe, and thus the finoaker has only 
to puff away, or let the pipe refl upon his under lip, 
while he moves his head as he pleafes— -Perhaps, 
Sir, it is lucky for Eiu-ope that the Turks are idle 
and ignorant — the immenfe power this empire might 
have, were it peopled by the indufbious and am- 
i>itious, would make it the mifbefs of the world—At 
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prefent it only ferves as a dead wall to intercept the 
commerce and battles which other powers might 

create one another 

The quiet ftupid Turk will fit a whole day by 
the fide of the Canal, looking at flying kites or 
children's boats — and I faw one who was enjoying 
the ihade of an immenfe platane-trec: — ^his e^ts 
fixed on a Und of bottle, divened by the noife and 
motion of it, while the ftream kept it in conftant 
motion— — How the bufmeis of the nation goes- 
on at all I cannot guefs, for the cabinet is compofed 
generally of ignorant mercenaries; the Vifir was a. 
water-carrier to Haflan: Bey,, the Capitan Pacha, or 
high-admiral — Haffan himfelf was only a fervant afe 
Algiers — — Places are obtained at the Porte by 
intrigue— each placeman, each Sultanefs has her 
creatures, and plots for placing them — and Verfailles. 
has not more intricate intrigue than the Porte — 
A rebellious bafliaw raifes troops and lives in open 
defiance of the fovereign who invefted him with his; 
authority — ^There is one at this moment, at the head 
of forty thoufand men in Albany, who might with 
the greateft eafe make himf^f king of a large 
coimtry-— his name is Mafmoud, not above thirty 
years of age — and he fucceeded his father in the 
government^ which he now holds in defiance of the 
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Poite Is it to be wandered at if the Turk is a 

prcdeftinarian in moft things, fince it is neither 
birth or abilities that can give him place or power— 
nor is there generally any vifible juft reafon why 

heads are ffaruck off There is a recent example 

here, proving that the confidence of the Sultan is 
not the fureft way to efcape a fudden and unexpc£ked 
death — One Petraki, a Greek, a kind of banker to 
the court, by his frequent acce& to Achmet, rai&d 
the jealoufy of the miniftry, who, upon various 
pretences, one day in council, defired Petraki's head 
might fall 



Sultan, whofe private reafons for keeping it 
on, were infinitely better than thole Petraki's enemies 
had alledged, was extremely averfe to fuch a things 
but the Capitan Pacha and his friends were bold 
enough to declare, they would not ftir out of the 
council till Achmet had figned the order; whidi 
he did, with the tears ftreaming down his cheeks. 
Upon fuch occafions, there is a perfbn whofe place 
it is to go the houfe of the unfortunate dead man — 
and examine the papers of any perfon who in his 
life-time had dealings with the cabinet— — 

The man found fome^ which h€ fealed up with 
four large feals, and defired they might be delivered 
into the Sultan's own hands; very much farmed at 

2 
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having fecn them; for Petraki was the private agent 
of the Sultan, who received the money, which 
.Petraki feemed only to receive for places which his 
intereft procured — and Petraki's accounts were fo 
regularly kept, that the money he delivered, with 
the dates and the places, were regiftered 

The vile low intrigues of the minifters here are not 

to be imagined The Sultan has the higheft 

opinion of the fenfe and courage of the Capitan 
Pacha ; when he quits Cpnftantinople the Sovereign 

thinks his capital in danger But I find all ranks 

of people agree in his having introduced a better 

police, for the town than hitherto exifted At a 

fire fome Janiffaries not doing their duty properly, 
he" had four of them flung into it. Pour encourager 
les autreSy as Voltaire has obferved upon another 

occafion He is always accompanied by a lion, 

who follows him like a dog — The other day he 
fuffered him to accompany him to the Divan, but 
the minifters were fo terrified that fome jumped out 
of the windows, one was near breaking his neck in 
Hying down ftairs, and the High Admiral and his 
lion were left to fettle the councils of the day 
together 

I think it a lucky thing for the Ambaffadors 
that the Turks neither pay nor receive vifits. Could 

E e 
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any thing be fo terrible as the fociety of the moft 
ignorant and uninformed men upon earth ? 

You know, I fuppofe, that they were sdways per- 
fuaded it was impoflible for a Ruffian fleet to come 
to Conftantinople by any other fea than the Black 
Sea — and though the French endeavoured to prove 
to them by maps, the paffage of their enemies to 
the Archipelago— till the Turitilh fleet was engaged 
-with the Ruffian in the Bay of Tcheifme, no Turk 
would believe the poffibility of the thing • . 

I am told here that a Mr. Bouverie, who defired 
to fee Conftantinople, came and looked at it from 
the frigate he was in — ^but never landed — I really 

do not think he was to blame Conftantinople, 

and the entrance of the Bolphorus by the fea of 
Marmora, is the moft majeftic, magnificent, graceftil, 
and lively fcene the moft luxuriant imagination can 
deiire to behold. 

It was no wonder Conftantine chofe it for the 
feat of empire — Nature has compofed of earth and 
water fuch a landfcape, that tafte, unaffifted by am- 
bitious reflections, would naturally defire to give 
the pifitufe living graces — ^but I, who am apt to 
fuppofe whatever is in poffibility to exifl, often 
place along the fhore, Petierfburgh, Paris, London, 
Mofcow, Amfterdam, and all the great towns I have 
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feen— feparate from each other, and there is full 
room enough — • — Here I will end my fuppofitions, 
and think it better that man has done fo little where 
nature has done fo much — et que tout eft comme il 
doit etre; who ought with more juftice to think fo; 
I who have you for my friend and brother — But 
left you ihould not be of the fame opinion as 
to the length of this letter, I will now take my 
leave, and afliire you I remain at air times and 
places, 

Your aife6l;ionate 



E. C 
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LETTER XL VII. 

. The harbour called the Golden Horn, 
which feparates Pera and Conftantinople, has a 
fingularity I wifli much to have explained to me — 
All the filth and rubbifh of both towns are con- 
ftantly flung into it — cuftom-houfes, barracks, ftore- 
houfes, the dock-yard, all thefe are placed on the 
borders of it — ^whole dunghills are fwept into it; 
no meafures for keeping it clean are taken, no quays 
are formed by men — ^yet by the flxength or variety 
of currents, or fome other natural caufe, this port 
is always clean, and deep enough to admit of the 
entrance of the largeft merchantmen; which, like as 
in all the other harbours in the canal, may be hooked 
on, clofe to the fhore This harbour grows nar- 
rower as it meets the frefh water, and ends at laft 
in a finall rivulet — ^^But where it is juft wide enough 
to have the appearance of a fmall river, the 
French fome time paft have dammed the frefli 
water up, making of it fquare pieces of water, to 
imitate thofe of Marly — Here kiofl^s and trees have 
been placed in great regularity, and it is here that 
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on a Friday Turks in groupes are to be feen dining, 
taking coffee, or fmoaking upon carpets, fpread under 

the fliade of the immenfe and lofty platane 1 can 

give you no other idea of the fize of fome of thefe 
beautiful trees, but by telling you it correfponds to the 
gigantic landfcape of which they make the fineft 
ornament — yes, my dear Sir, the largeft oaks you 
can have feen would look, fet down by thefe, as 

little broomfticks Women in groupes likewife, 

apart from the men, meet here But when they 

come to thefe places, of which there are a great 
number near Conftantinople, they hire what they 
imagine to be coaches, called arabats — A vile ma- 
chine like a covered cart, with rows of benches in 
the infide. There are rio fprings to them; and one 
day in a valley called I'Echelle du grand Seigneur^ I 
got into one, but chofe rather to get out and walk 

fix miles, than be jolted unmercifully All the 

Ambafladors fince my arrival here have given balls 
and dinners. Madame d'Herbert, the Imperial 
Minifter's wife, is lively, and I fee her often — The 
Dutch Ambaffador's wife is a very good woman; 
and I am very comfortable, thinking people ex- 
tremely good to me ' to anfwer the million of 

queftions I afk There is but one perfon here 

to whom I never 'apply about any thing; for I 
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obferve a fliifted finile upon every perfon's coun- 
tenance when he opens his lips; his long refidence 
here has given the other — — — — . — 



So if his details to the — ~— - cabinet are as 
true 'as thofe in fociety — ^the bufinefs of the nation 
will go on admirably — — — — -_ — 



By the by. Sir, I foi^ot to tell you I found Sir 
Richard Worfley here, who has travelled much, 
with a perfon to take views for him. He fhewed 
me a coloured drawing of the caAle of Otranto; 

which, faid he, I intend to prefent to Mr. W 5 

and pray, Sir, fays I, are you an acquaintance of 
his? No; upon which I hefitated not to alk him for 

it; that I as a friend of W ^*s may have the 

pleafure of giving it to him He intreated me to 

accept of fome Egyptian pebbles, as knife handles — 
and I obtained for him a permiilion to go in the 
frigate, that brought me hither, to the Crimea 

I am told there is an Englifh merchant here 
extremely offended at my lodging au Palais de 
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France, and fays, if Sir R. Ainftie's houfe was not 
good enough for me, he had a new houfe, which 
he would have emptied, and let me have had it all 
to myfelf — It is an affront to the nation, he fays — 
A peerefs of England to lodge at the French Ambfif- 

fadof^s! The Englifh merchants are very good 

to me; I believe they guefs the reipe6l and efteem 

I have for them 

Mr. de Bukalow fent me a few days paft one of 
Merlin's fineft piano-fortes — to remain here as long 
as I ftay — and Mr. de Choifeul found out a pedal- 
harp fomewhere, and had it fet in my room 1 

believe people think it fb lingular a thing for a 
lady to come here without being obliged, as a mi- 
nifter's wife, that they endeavour to keep me as 
long as they can Mr. d'Herbert told me — - — 



I repeat this to you, Sir, that you may know at 
leaft that — — — — — — — 

Think me not quite unworthy of your efteem and 
friendlhip — and you will find I prize both, beyond 
thofe of every other perfon; being . 

Your affe£lionatc 



E. C 
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LETTER XLVIir. 

Dear Sir, 

It would feem that every thing in nature 
which has remarkable advantages, has likewile fome 
misfortunes attending it that coimterbalance the 
good, fo as to reduce the portion of happineis to a 

level for mankind This beautiful enchanting 

country, the climate, the objefts, the (ituation of 
it, makes it an earthly Paradife; but the plague — 
but earthquakes — ^what terrifying fubjefts, to make 
the thinking part fly it for ever. If things and 
perfons may be compared, is it not a beautiful 
woman, who is handfomer than mofl of her lex, with 
accomplifhments equal to her beauty; but whom the 
world, her very inmates envy thofe advantages — 
and might not the bafe paflions that furround her 
frighten her greateft admirers from trufting to her 

bewitching charms 

I was led to this comparifon by talking about the 
Grecian Iflands, which I mean to vifit — ^they are 
all I am told volcanos; fome of them have dif- 
appeared; and thofe who have fumifhed Greece 
with their men of greateft genius, only like them, are 
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be found in books; and by an adventure which hap- 
pened to us yefterday, as we embarked at Tophana— 
There aare imall platforms of wood fixed on to the 
edge of the water, where people leave or take 
boats — As we arrived a boat full of Turks landed 
with a corpfe, feemingly in great hafie, and as they 
paffed, touched Monf. de Choifeul and me — ^He 
darted, and I alked him what was the matter — He 
ikold me he was fure it was a man dead of the plague ; 
and' in truth it was fo— Judge how difagteeable to 
one who had not been out for fix months— 

I have been to fee the Molque of St. Sophia; with two 
others* The dome of St. Sophia is extremely large, 
and well worth feeing, but fome of the fineft pillars 
are fet topfy-turvy, or have capitals of Turkifli ar- 
chitecture. In thefe holy temples neither the beau- 
tiful itatues belonging to Pagan times, nor thecoftly 
ornaments of modem Rome, are to be leen : fome 
fliabby lamps, hung irregularly, are the only ex- 
pence the Mahometans permit themfelves, as a 
proof of their refpe6l for the Deity or his* Prophet — 
I went and fat fome time tip ftairs, to look down 
into the body of the temple — I faw feveral Turks 
«tfid women kneeling, and feemingly praying with 
great devotion. Mofques are conftantly Opeji ; and 

F f 
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I could not help refle£ling that their mode of 
worfhip.is extremely convenient for the carrying 
on a plot of any fort — A figure, wrapped up like a 
mummy, can cafily kneel down by another with- 
out being fu^died, and mutter in a whiiper any 
fort of thing; the longer the converfation lafts the 
more edified a filent obferver may be No par- 
ticular hour for divine fervice, or perfbn to officiate, 
is appointed. It is true, that at certain hours of 
the day men are feen on the minarets or fieeples, 
bawling and hallooing to all good MuiTulmen, that 
it is the hour appointed for prayer; but they follow 
their own convenience or devout humour, and fay 
their prayers not only when but where they cho<^-— 
for I have feen ieveral Turks, in the moft public 
and noify places about Conftantinople, kneeling 
and praying, without being the leaft deranged or 
difturbed by the variety of objects or noifes that 
fiirrounded or pafied by them In order to pro- 
cure me a fight of the Mofques, the Ambafiador 
was obliged to apply for a permiffion; the Porte 
gracioufly gave one, in which I had leave to fee 

feventy-five The burial places for the dead are 

very numerous, and in a manner furround Con- 
ilantinople and Pera^ forming very fhady romantic 
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walks, a3 the trees and grave-ftones are huddled to- 
gcther in a confiifed manner; both prefenting great 
variety: to thofe who ramble among them— Each 
grave-ftone is. crowned with a turban, the form of 
Which fliews the employment or quality of the 
corpfe when living — I ihall fend you a drawing that 

will give you fome idea of them r- 

. I can give you no juft idea of the beauty of the 
trees; which, particularly in thefe burial places, are 
never touched, therefore fpread and grow in the 
iiioft luxuriate and graceful diforder— There are 
no bounds fet, or fences to reftrain or defign the 
£orm of thefe burial places, fome extend a mile or 
two ; and, if it was not for one difagreeable reflexion, 
Woidd be as pleafant to a foreigner as to a Turk ; 
but when we confider that it is peftiferated earth we 
tread ottx that every new made grave may contain 
a body ' rotting with the : plague, and the flight: 
i&annerin which it is covered with, earth, from the 
Jiurry with which it is thrown in, we cannqt with 
reafon flay therein — ^Turks are predseftinarians, and 
Uierefbre imagine it is f<^e, and notthe .care, which 
is taken; m * Chrififail hoitifes. that prevents them 

* 

from dying of this horrid diforder; therefore 
Valk unoDncemedj under the dahgjecaus fhade of 
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the trees that hang over their deceased neigh- 
bours — — 

Conftantinople is almoft furrounded by a very 
high wall; turreted and flaiiked by large fquare towers^ 
built by the Greek £mperors — ^the ftylc of archi- 
tc£iure exaftly like that of Warwick and Berkeley 
Caftle — but many of the fquare towers, which fen^e 
as gateways, are mouldering away under the neg- 
ligence of the Turks; moft of whcnn believe in an 
ancient prophecy, which announces that the time 
is near when the fimprefs of Ruflia is to make her 
public and triumphal entry through one of thefe 
towers, as Emprefs of Greece, into Conftantinople— 
Many have made up their minds, and takieh their 
mcafures to tran^rt themfelves acro& the Bof» 
phorus into Afia--^nay, Ibiiae go fo far* as to point- to 
the very identical gateway through which Ihe is to 

proceed To fome nations it would be very 

agreeable that the Turkifh empire was to be driven 

4 

from a iituation, which feems by naturfe formed as 
an univerial paffage for trading nations, which the 

iiiaftivity of the Turks has too long obftru6led 

And it is tab^ wifiied by all thofe who bear any 
re^6l to the he& monuments of fculpture, that 
Athens, and all it yet contains, might not by Ma- 
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hometan ignorance be entirely deftroyed: atprefent, 
ruins, that would adorn a virtuofo's cabinet, are 
daily burnt into lime by the Turks; and pieces of 
cxijuifite workmanfhip ftuck into i wall or foiin- 
tain — ^ There reinaihs but a very I'ttle of that 
pillar that Once probably was a fine ornament to 
the Atmeidan, or market for horfes. 

I have feen likewife the- Sultan ^o 'in tetttnony 
to prayers — from the gate of the.. Seraglio to the 

door of the Mofque — it was but a few paces He 

was preceded by a double row of JanilTaries, to the 
amount of about an hundred and fifty, with other 
attendants; he was mounted on a grey horfe led 
by two perfons, and followed by his fon, a fickly 
looking child, fitting on a milk-white horfe; over 
his head was held a green umbrella, the ribs of 
which were fet with diamonds. You muft know 
diamonds are the things which the Turks are moft 
fond of- — While the Porte delays erefting batteries 
upon the moft important pofts, under the pretence 
of wanting money to pay for the pieces and work 
neceffary for the defence of the empire, the 
jewellers cannot find diamonds enough to fupply 
the demands of the Harem, for which they 
are paid ready money It is the quantity, and 
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not the quality of this done, which they prize-^- 
icarcely any other than role diamonds are to be ieen 

here 

I have been with a large party to fee the 
Capitan Pacha's wife, but as this letter will not 
contain an account of this curious vifit, I muft 
defer my account of it to the next. Believe me. 
Sir, with the trueft efteem and afifedion. 

Your faithful friend and lifter. 
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LETTER XLIX. 

Dear Sir, 

Palais de France, PsrA) May j, 1786. 

Monsieur de Choifeul propofed to the 
Ambaffadors wives and me to go and fee the 
Capitan Pacha's country feat ; accordingly we fet 
out with feveral carriages, and about a league from 
Conftantinople, towards Romelia^ we arrived there — 
The houfe and plantations about it are new and ir- 
regular— -The Ambaffadors and the reft of the 
male party were fuffered to walk in the garden — ^but 
the Minifters wives and myfelf were fliewn into a 
feparate building from the houfe, where the ground 
floor was made to contain a great quantity of water, 
and looked like a large clean ciftem. We then were 
led up ftairs, and upon the landing-place, which was^ 
circular, the doors of feveral rooms were open. 
In fome there was nothing to be feen, in others two 
or three women fitting clofe together; in one, a 
pretty young woman, with a great quantity of jewels 
on her turban, was fitting almoil in the lap of a 
frightfiil negro woman; we were told fhe was the 
Capitan Pacha's fifter-in-law; fhe looked at us with 
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much furprife ; and at laft, with great fear, threw 
herfelf inta the. aims, of the Rlack woman, as if to 
hide herfelf. We were called away into a larger 
room than any we had. feen, where the Capitan 
Pacha's wife, a middle-aged woman, dreffed with 
great magnificence, received us with much polite- 
nels ; many women were with her, and fhe had by 
her a little ^rl, drefled as magnificently as herfelf, 

-- ' • ■ 

her adopted child She made an exicufe for not 

receiving us at the door, as (he was dining with her 
hufband when we arrived. Coffee, flierbet, and 
fweetmeats were offered, and we haftened to take 
our leave, as our cavaliers were cooling their heels 
in the garden. 

You can conceive nothing lb neat and clean to all 
appearance as the interior of this Harem; the 
floors and paffages are covered with matting of a 
clofe and ftrong kind ; the colour of the flraw or 
reeds with which they are made is a pale fbaw.. 
The rooms had no other furniture than the cufhions, 
which Ijned . the whole room, and thofe, with the 
curtains, were of white linen. As the Turks never 
come into the room, either men or womert, 
with the flippers they walk abroad with there is 
not a fpeck of fand or dirt within doors. I am. 
Jemmelette enough to have taken particular notice 
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of the drefs^H^vhkh, if £emale envy did not iJ)oil 
^v^ thing in the world of women, would be grace- 
ful — It confifts of a petticoat and veft, over which 
is worn a robe with ihort fleeves — ^the one belong- 
ing to th^ lady- of the houfe was of fattin^ em-» 
broidered richly with the fineft colours, gold, and 
diamonds— ^A girdle under that, with two circles of 
jewels in front, and from this girdle hangs an em- 
broidered handkerchiefs— A turban with a jprofufion 
of diamonds and pearls, feemed. to weigh this lady's 
head down; but what ipoiled the whole was a piece 
of ermine, that pr<:^ably was originally only a cape, 
but each wcnnan incresdRng the fize of it, in ojder 
to be. more magnificent than her neighbour, they 
how have it like a great fquare plafter that comes 
down to the htps — and theie fimple ignoiant beings 
do not fee that it disfiigures the tout enfmble of a 

beautiful drefs The hair is ieparated in many 

finall braids hanging down the back, or tied up to 
the point of the turban on the autfide-.r-r»r*I. have 
no doubt but that nature intended feeae of thefe 
women to be very handfome, but white and red 
ill applied, their eye -brows hid -under one or iwo 
blac'k Knes — teeth black by fniosdcing, and- an uni^ 
verfal ftoop in the fhoulders, made them aj^ar 

g 
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rather dilgufling thain handfome-^'jnie laft defei^ 
is caufed by the pofiure they .fit in, which \& that of 

a taylor, from their infancy 

The black powder with which they line their 
eyelids ghres their eyes likewife a haj^h cxpreflion; 
Their queftions. are as fiihple as their dreis is 
fiudied — ^Are you married? Have you children? 
Have you no diforder? Do you like Conftantinople? 
The Turkiih women pa£ moft of their time in the 
bath or upon their dreis; firaiige paftimes ! The firft 
^>oils their peribns, the laft disfigures them. The 
frequorit ufe of hot-baths deftroys the folids, and 
thefe women at nineteen look older than I am at 
this moment — ■ — They endeavour to repair by art 
the mifchief their conftant foaking does to their 
charms — ^but till fome one, more wife than the reft, 
finds out the caule of the premature decay of that 
invaluable gifi^ beauty, and fets an example to the 
rifing generation of a different mode of life, they 
will always &de as faft as the rofes they are fo juftly 

fond of 

Our gentlemen were veiy curious to hear an 
account of the Harem, and when we were driving 
out of the court-yard, a meffenger from the Harem 
came running after us, to defire the carriages might. 



\ 
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tie driven tound the qourt^ tyov^i; ^ree times, for 
ihei-a^uffmejit pf -the Qapitan Paf^hjCfi^wife md the 
Harem, |hat were jlaoking through^ the blinds — this, 
ri^cirfou? mefl'^ge;;\iras,^not fX)pipUe4,with> . as you 
may imagine — and we got home, laughiog . at out 
adventures. . , [ . . 

Yoii mtift hot fuppofe that carriages, may proceed 
in the ftreets of Pera, or Conftantindpie, as faft a?' 
in thofe 9f JLftn4i>Jt}v br PwrisV A race of dogs, be-, 
longing to no one in particular but to every Turk 
indi£ferently, fwarm in the ftreets — and fo accuf- 
tomed are they to have the Turks on horfeback 
trnn out of the middle of the ftreet, where they lie 
balking in the fun, that our fervants were obliged 
to ftop the carriages and lift the dogs, out of the 
way, feveral times, before we reached the Pcdais.de 

France Nothing is> more horrible than the 

ipecies of this animal' here, all of the fame race, an 
ugly currilh breedj nothing more abfiird than the 
general prote£lion afforded them ; on every dung- 
hill you may fee a hundred fighting and fcrambling 
for the filth they c^i feratch out of it; for the ill- 
underftood charity, publickly given them, is by no 
means fufficient to feed them, and many hundreds 
die with hunger — No man has a dog belongings tch 

G g 2 
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him, but all dogs Bib fuffered to lie im.d breed about 
the ftreets-^*— Tiirtie-doves are lUtewife an objei^ 
of refpeft with the Turks, and they are fe6n dif- 
piiting the 4[;ruinbs with the himgry curs in did 
ibieets — '^>->^ 

Adieu, my dear brother, my beft wiflies and 
re^dls attend you — 



I . '• 



V •■ 
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L E T T E R L. 

» 

My Dear Sir, 

I Ha,ve fken a very hcurrible fight, thou^ iiot 
a new one to thofe who inhabit Cpnftantinople of 
l^era. Yefterday I went upon the Canal to fee tiie 
departure of the Capitan Pacha, commandii^ th^ 
Tui^ifli fleet, which fet fail for Egypt-^adid at night 
It moft dreadful fire broke out in C6nftantini0^1&rr«« 
probably kindled by the partisans -of ^ com* 
jiiiandeir, in order to petfuade t)^ Su^in tHdt 14 tiic 
•i^fence of this favourite, he is not ia the ^me fer 
cttrity^ when he is prefenit — — — 
; You ntB^ be furpriied ^ "dn^ fup^litioa; 'b^fc 
nothing is more frequemt than Xricks of thi& kind^-*^ 
I went up with the Ambaflador and i&any more 
I>erf9ns into -the ObUbrvatory, aoid ibid till three in 
4he mqming, to. make .rja^ r^marksr^o-^Tlpe houfe^ 
-are like' tinder, an4.buifn as.^idl ^^s.^mald^es ^om 
their flight conflxui^on and >he material^ which is 
Ayoodr— Thefcpene pf horror, ^nd^pnfufipn^was great, 
;and thibugh'the fir/^ he^m ^t the c4gc.' of tjbe water, 
and the Janiflaries were very diligent, above feventy 
houles were burnt prefently 
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The Sultari, when he wants to make the cammon 
people believe he has no fears, goes out incognito, 
in a hired boat with only two or three attendants-— 
I had feen him come out thus of a back-door of his 
garden, juft after the fleet had failed; the fire at 
night was calculated to renew his fears,' if he had 
lioft diem. But here it is known when he fallies 
forth . without guards and ceremony: it is like 
children that fing in die daik, to make their nul^ 
believe they are tiot afraid — ' 

• • » • 

UjMJrt new buildings or children, the Turks 
imc^hte the looks of Chiiftians bring ill luck — and 
ib to attra6): what they £all the evil fighty updn arche$ 
or^ hoiiibs they fufp^n^ ^a ballj or fcune ianeaftic 
tmiig #t> fix the attention of thofc who pafe,- in order 
that the eyes may not be fij^ed too long on the 
lraildihgi-.-As to childrenj particularly the Lilian's, 
the guards hide them 'vmen Ghriftiari ilieh of wbriim 
would loc^ at them — ^— - - • - ^ • 



this is very childifli indeed; but diere are a 
thoufand fuperftitious ideas the Tui4ts hiVe relative 
to the Tranks, which is the name by which they 
'diftinguiib eveiy one 4vho wears an £ur<^an drels— 
Among' 'Others, they imagine them to have an in^ 
tuitive'thdWl^ge in ^hyfic — and alk Chriftians 
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oftener to give them a cure for diforders than any 
other queftion. 

The red leather pocket-books, embroidered with 
gold fo neatly, and which you may have feen, are 
to be had cheap here — ^half-a-guinea or fifteen (hil- 
lings is the higheft price for them — ^I &all fend you 
one or two, and beg you will keep my letters td 
you in them. I know, dear Sir, the magnificent 
outfide of them will not pleafe you half fo well as 
the fimple fcrawl within ■ - ' ■ 

, Among many abfurdities the Turks are guilt)^ 
of, there is one for which I fee no reafon^ — The 
Sultans formerly built . different palaces on the 
borders of the Canal, which are now fioifaktiu 
There is one ontheAfiatic fide in the midft of ji fine 
garden, falling to ruin very faft — In it die^: is' yet 
coftly looking-glafles and furniture, thefe are hot 
removed but fufPered to fall and pehfh as it may 
pleafe the winds and ruin to dir^fl; ■■■■ As no one 
is to touch or remove any thing, the Porte and the 
public are equally lofers; the garden, large enough 
to make a beautiful park, is quite wild ; ^nd as no 
one goes into it, one of the fineft ^ots on that coail, 
juft facing the Seraglio, is loft to every one— ^ I find 
this is the c^e with every royal refideiice, which, 
when abandoned by the caprice of the fovereign, is 
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not demplifhed or unfumifhed, but left in the fame 

manner 

If thei^ are many fimple and abfurd cuftoms 
and opinions among the Turks, there exifts likewiie 
much generoiity and magnificence in their condu£l 
when in an opulent fituation — ^No minifter of the 
Porte his an interview with a foreign ambaffador* 
or flranger of any rank, without mal^ng preifents ; 
which thefe return according to their opulence, or 

inclination to be noble Mr, de Choifeul will 

not avail himfelf of this opportunity of becoming 
zkh, for ' I am told he never receives any thing 
without giving in itium a prelent of double th« 
value; iind I am lure more from the ' noble dif* 
pofitficm &f his bwii XQxnd, than for the honour ot 
his King aiid country-^though both i^ him would 
weigh greatly towards this conduct It is not {o 

. vdth »t • . n II and 



' Y<»i fee nothing is more eafy here than for ^ 
a Minifter to makt money of znterviezvs, and turn po- 

iitical tonyerfations into' /olid gold 

The Turits in thfcir condu£): toward^ our fex aiB 
ui exampk to all other natiortt ' ■ ■ A Turk has his 
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bead cut off— his papers are examined^ — every thing 
in his .houfe feized — but the wife is provided for; 

her jewels, are left her 

The Harem is facred even to that rapacious power 
which has feized the mafter^s life, only becaufe he 

was rich It may be faid, that in Turkey likewife, 

women are perfectly fafe from an idle, curious, im^ 
pertinent public, and what is called the world can 
never difturb the eafe and quiet of a Turkifti wife— 
Her talents, her beauty,. her happinels, ormifery, are 
equally concealed from malicious <Afervers-^Of 
mifery, unleis a Turkifh woman is beyond con-- 
eeption unreafonable, I cannot imagine diat her 
portion can be great; few: the wife whofe wretched 
bulband eanis fubfiftience by caarying water,, or bur- 
thens^ fits at home bedecked with jewels, or goes out 
as her fancy dire^, and liie fruits of his labour are- 

appropriated to her ufe In great- houfes,. the: 

wives of the Turks^ who- compofe the train of a 
Turkifli hufband, are deftined to be fubfervicnt to 
the ftate of the frrft wife^ and. ihe treats them as fhe ; 
pleafes in her Harem— -According to what I hear, . 
a, Turkifli hufband does not care £or his. wife, as the^ 
o1::je6t of his pafEoHi except for a very, fhort fpace of 
time— but as his wife flie enjoys all the luxury of 
bis-ficHtune; and I repeat it. Sir, I think.no>womeni 

H h; 
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have fo much Hberty, fafe from apprehenfion, as 
:the Turkilh — and I think them, in their manner of 
Hying, capable of being the happieft creatures 
breathing. 

I have been to fee two Greek brides in Conftan- 
tinople — Their cuftom is to receive every body who 
Jias any curiofity to fee their wedding clothes. Thefe 
were very magnificent, and the women pretty — 
and looked prettier from a lingular contraft in the 
turn of their features — -One had a true Greek face, 
lier head fmall, her nofe fbaight, large blue tyts, 
"with dark or rather black eyelids and hair, and her 
leyebrows ilraight-^her neck long and round, her 
perfon rather inclining to lean than fat — a foft and 

•fad countenance »The other was fattifh; had 

black lively eyes, with a chearfiil laughing coun- 
tenance, her blood feemed to ebb and flow with 
more vivacity than her fifler's-in-law. Her mouth, 
father large, fhewed a fine fet of teeth, while the 
one with a fjnaller mouth and prettier teeth, feemed 
as unwilling to fhew them, or light up her fine 
features with fmiles, as the black-eyed l«ide was 

ready to laugh upon every or no occafion They 

had both very little red on, and the pallid fkin 
of the dehcate Greek was perfeflly fuited to the 
form of the one — ^the other blufhed often-— They 
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might have ferved for good models of the Tragic 
and Comic Mufe. I would Sir Jofliua had been 
at my elbow, his compofitions are fine enough 
to fatisfy a youthful poet's imagination, but here his 
pencil might not have difdained to copy two fuch 

charming originals It is a very rare thing in this 

country to find fair or auburn hair. I am told if a 
flave can be bought with fuch— many more puries 
are given for. them than for any other — ^A large fum 

of money here is reckoned by purfes Adieu for 

the prefent, dear Sir^~may you receive half the la- 
tisfa£lion in reading my letters, that I feel in devoting 
my folitary moments to you — and believe me for 



ever, 



Your attached and faithfiil filler;, 



E. e 
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LETTER LI. 

Palais oe Frakce^ Pxra, Mxf 6, fj%6. 

You muft not fuppofe, my dear Sir, that 
I am fo delighted with the fcene before me, that I 
mean' not to avail myfelf of being fo near the 
Grecian Iflands. I had confulted Mr. de Choifeul 
tipon the beft method of hiring a veffel, but the 
difficulties were fo great that, with his ufual good- 
ne& and politenefs, he has found a method- of 
obliterating them all, by lending me a little frigate 
4:alled the Tarleton, of fourteen guns, commanded 
by a very pleafant civil little man, and his friend, 
Mr. de Truguet; this little frigate is Englifh built, 
afid was taken in America. Monf. de Choifeul, 
whofe health requires the hot-baths of Burfa, is to 
accompany us to the port of Moudagna, and when 
he is landed fafely, I fhall fail for the places which 
he, as the befl direftor I can have, will order — ^I 
(hall take two of his artifb with me, and in all things 

be guided by him You fee. Sir, my happy flar 

is then to permit me to fee places in an agreeable 
mannner, with lefs difficulty, and more comfort 
than generally falls to the lot of one perfon — Some 
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oW wife obfisrver fays, a JinigU misfortune never 
comes alone— I may lay To of plealant circum- 
ftinces ■■ ■ ■ 

I ihould imagine the different ftile of life here 
to that in Europe muft influence Mr. de Choifeul's 
fpirits, and of couHe his health-' — ^I cannot call this 
a focial place, the Ambaifadors are totally confined 
for converfatioft or fociety to themfelves, and you 
know very wdl, it is not being incorporated into 
the corps diplomatique that gives a'perfon the qualities 
neceffary to make them good company— -The dif- 
ferent interefb of their different courts mufi in> 
^vitably make them difagree in public matters, and 
that difagreement may produce rcferve in private 
life - ■ ■! (hall give you a fketch of alt the Minifters 
at prefent here— — — — —.—«—, 



And now. Sir, we will turn to the Greeks, which 
are as numerous as the Turks here. The remains 
or rather renovation of Greek beauty is often to 
be £ben among them, but their patriotic fpirit feems 
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all centered in this age, in a violent attachment to 
the borders of the Canal. It is always among them 
that a prince is named by the Porte to reign in 
Moldavia and Wallachia; they ftay generally three 
years, and retire with great fortunes, which they, 
lay out in houfes and gardens in the neighbourhb6d 
of Conftantinople — ^wh^re they are pretty fure they 
fliall not be fuffered to die in peace, but are ge- 
nerally beheaded; repe<ited examples do not deter 
them from fiaying, and leading a life of continual 
fear — They conceal, as much as poflible their riches, 
but the Seraglio has good i^ies, and thefe wretched 
Greeks are abfoliitely,; through a juft fear, prifbners 
in their own houies. It feems poflible that the light 
of the Bo^horus makes up to them Bdt the lols. of 

every- other pleafurc: A ilrange infatuation, 

when . there is another empire whofe religion, is 
theirs, where they would meet with prote8ion, and 
into which they might retire with their fortunes — 
I faw the other day the public departure of a new- 
named Prince for Wallachia. The proceffion way 
very fine, his own cotirt artd guardis, with maiiy 

• • • • 

efeorts from the Porte, preceded and foHowed him» 
two by twOj a great number of horfes, Janiflariesi 
and cooks — ^the horfes coverings were of cloth of 
gold or rich embroideries;, two white horfes taila 
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on fticks, and a kind of cap like a helmet, the 
emblem of his thgnit)r, were carried before him. 
He was an elderly man, and knowing the Am- 
balTador, he looked up at the windows where we 
were fitting, and nodded. This cortege lafted a long 
time, and was really as fine a proceflion as ever I 
faw^ — This Prince calls himfelf Nicolai Mqrezyin^, 
he is originally of. the Ifland of Naxia— r^nd he has, 
taken a- name .that is not his own, becaufe it is a 
better one with the Porte — 
. The lyre of the ancients is often to befeen.in 
the hsmds of the Greeks; but I fuppofe in ancient 
days, as in thefe, whatever harmony poffeffed theif 
fouls, it affefted only their eyes. From the lyre, or 
from any miferable. fiddle or guittar they touch thqy 
only .draw the moA abominable discordant founds, 
that accompany a kind of bawling, which they 
fancy is finging — ^Indeed mufic is a thing -of which 

Turks and Greeks have not the leaft idea 

I am. fure you wifh me proi^rous gales, and I 
will write from the firft place I can find any con- 
veyance - for a letter Xo reach you ; 

Adieu, my dear Sir, wifli all refpefl: and a£Fe£lion, 

• • • ► » . 

I remain yours finceriely 

I 
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L E T T E R HI, 

ViKAt May 1 1, 1786. Twelve at Nights 

I Intended not to have written before I reached 
the Trojan coaft at leaft, but as fbme account of 
the Sultan will not be uninterefting, I fhall tell you 
what I have heard. He is extremely fearful, timid, 
and i^orant, totally unable to quell die interefled 
little intrigues of his miniflers, and direct the in-^ 
terior policy of his cabinet or empire— His exccflive 
^orance makes it impoffible for him to imagine 
it neceffary he fhould be acquainted with any thii^ 
0ut of Conftantinople^^— He has an implicit faith 
in Haffan^ the admiral or Capitan Pacha — that 
man's pergonal bravery being a kind of refuge for the 
Sultan's fears. *I1ie body of Janilfaries Ibmetimes 
make a revoh — feveral governess: of provinces or 
Pachas have revolted at one time — fires are ft> fre*- 
quent in Confiantinople — ^and at pre&nt the Ruffian: 
cabinet is fi> exigeanti d)at the moment is not far 
0ff vriieii the Turics nrnft be trampled upORj or 
break Qiit with an honeft indignation— ^— There is- 
a large party now murmuring loudly againft the 
patience of the Porte; amidii this confufion- isattoj 
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be wortdered at that a man who has never been out 
of the Seraglioi of courfe lefe- refolute- than half the 

women in it, fhould tremble on his throne. 

Selim, his nephew, who is to fucceed him, is 
about fix-and-twenty, and I am told has ah under- 
ftanding that breaks through the effeminate education 
he has received. Among other proofs of his being of 
a refolute difpofition, as foon as he knew the horrid 
cuftom of ftrangling every infant which is born in 

* « 

the Seraglio, not the child of the reigning Sultan- 
he declared he would never • be the caufe of <L 

• • • 

human creature's death — and has conftantly avoided 
any opportunities of becoming a father. 

To night all the people who have been prefented 
to me came to wifh me a fafe and pleafant voyage — ^ 



► • 



came in, looking as like the Coufin Hogreften as 
poflible, and affured me the Iflands of Naxos and 
Smyrna were ravaged by the plague at this moment; 
and that the rocks and ftorms in the Archipelago 
were the moft dangerous in the world; that he 
wiflied me a fafe return, but my intended voyage 

was very perilous A liifled fmile upon fome 

people's faces, and the fettled reputation he has 
foj invention, made me perfeftly eafy, and if his 

I i 
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intention was to render me otherwife, it has failed 
thoroughly — nor could we refrain from laughing 
when this Hogreften took his leave 

The Venetian Ambaifador here is a very fenfiblc 
man, but he diilikes his poft ; his pailion is Rome ; 
where he might follow his taftp for the fine arts — He 
is very converfible, and I dare fay feels, as Monf. 
de Choiieul muft, like the Prince in the Arabian 
Nights, who landed in a country where all the in- 
habitants were turned into ft one — for indeed a nation 
with which one does not affociate, is a nation of 
ftatues to ftrangers who are forced to remain in it, 
except that the people walk, ride, and go in boats — 

Mr. de Choiieul has fome excellent muficians, 
and we have had concerts ; there are ladies that 
fing, but according to my ufual fhyneis about mufic» 

I fhall let no one here know I can — : for 

— !— and fo remaining — I wiih you a good night- 

E. C- 
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LETTER LIII. 

Athbks> May 40, 17 86* 

» 

I Set out on the 12 th, at half pall fix in the 
evening, on board the Tarleton, which contained 
Mr. de Choifeul and great part of his houfehold, 
myfclf, my fellow-traveller, and the officers; how 
this little frigate contained us all I do not know, 

but fo it was, and all our fervants It was the 

fineft weather in the world, and we paiTed thofe 
iflands, called the Princes, to the left, which are 
feven miles and a half from Confiantinople ; from 
thofe to Cape Bourbouron, which is the promontory 
of land that forms part of the port of Moudagna, it 
is four-and-twenty miles and a half-^fronv Cape 
Bourbouron to the port of Moudagna, thirteen. As 
we had but little wind, we did not make thefe four- 
and-forty miles and a half in lels than feventeen 
hours; and after having landed our fick but amiable 
Ambafladorj we fet fail again, and when fairly out 
atfea, we had a moft violent ftorm, and withdiffi- 
culty faved ourfelves from the Ifland of Marmora, 
a moft tremendous naked rock, which feems only 
placed in the midft of that fea to receive a wreck 

I i 2 
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from a thunder-thorm. I was heartily (ick and 
tired, for the ihaking of fo (inall a vefiel (hocks 
my flight perfon moft horridly. When we were jiift 
over againft the Trojan fhore, I would fain have 
landed, but as there is nothing to fee on the fur&ce 
of the ground, and we had not time to ftay, and 
dig for the aflies of the heros* buried there, wc 
contented ourfelves with fuppofing what we might 
have found; we deplored Leqnder's fate as we 
pafled the Straits, and found there the Capitan- 
Pacha and his fleet— our little frigate faluted him, 
he returned our falutation. We pafled the Weftem 
point of the Iflands of Mittelina and Ipfera, leaving 
to the left the Ifland of Scio — ^to the right that of 
Miconia, and the little one of Dragonifla, and 

landed at the Ifland of Naxia or Naxos 1 law 

but little remains of the temple dedicated to 
Bacchus, which ftands on the point of a rock, 
which probably was part of the ifland when the 
temple was built; at prefent one mufl: fcramble in 
a boat to reach that point where it ftands ; a fine 
proportion gives room to fiippofe it might have 

been very majeftic 1 was fliewn the fountain 

beflde which it is faid the forfaken Ariadne wept her 
lover's flight, and where Bacchus found her; it is 
of white marble,' too much deftroyed by time 
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to admit of defcription, and contains a fpring of 
clear water. 

The town of Naxos is a poor place ; we waited 
near four hours to fee a Naxiote maiden dreffed in 
her holiday clothes — ^which are neither decent nor 
pretty — A fliort Ihift reaching to her knees ferved 
as a petticoat — ^her veft was fantaftic beyond con- 
ception, pearls, feathers, beads, fowed on, in various 
forms — and two wings like thofe pf a butterfly, ftuck 
between her fhoulders, added to the ftrange appear- 
ance — Her head and neck were adorned with gold, 
chains, pearls, ftones, ribbands — In my life I never 
faw fo bizarre a figure — ^We took our leave of her, 
making many excufes for the trouble we had given 
her, and failed for the fmall ifland of Antiparos, 
which is to the right of Paros, where I could plainly 
difcover the mouths of feveral quarries of that famous 
marble, of which, had I poffeffed a fairy's wand, 
I would have conveyed large blocks to England, 
and laid them at the feet of my friend Mrs. Damer, 
whofe talent for fculpture makes her as diAinguifhed 
in that art as in every other which fhe has (ihofen to 
profefs — though her modefty has concealed many 
from the world 

Mr. de Choi feul's artifts were to take aftronomical 
and geometrical obfervations of the famous grotto,.. 
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and I had promifed to defcend into it with them. 
An afs led by two Greeks was waiting on the fliore 
for me, as the heat was exceffive, and my com- 
panions were afraid I fliould be too much fatigued 
if I had walked — Indeed it was a league diftant 
from the fliore, andweafcendedconftantly; turning 
fuddenly to the left, we defcended a little, and a 
fcene truly romantic offered itfelf ; a vaulted femi- 
circle formed by craggy rocks, fome bearing the 
appearance of pillars, which feemed to fupport the 
pendant roof, and caverns which afforded a re- 
frefhing (hade to different flocks of goats which the 
Greek fhepherds had driven in, and were refting 
by, was zn objeft worthy the pencil of my com- 
panions 

Here we refted, and a fmall hole on the ground 
was pointed to me as the entrance of the grotto. 
I was obliged to crawl in, a ftrong cord was fattened 
to the outfide, and feveral failors and Greeks pre- 
ceded us with flambeaux ; it required a good deal 
of courage and dexterity to proceed, fometimes I fat, 
and Aid down fmall points of rock, which were the 
only fupport for hands or feet — ^in two places the 
defcent was perpendicular — ^there rope-ladders were 
fattened, and in one or two places, through holes on 
the kft, we could look down perpendicularly into the 
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grotto— where I arrived fafely, refufing conftantly 
to be aflifted, for I thought myfelf in greater fafety 
in trufting to my own hands and feet than to the 
ailiftance of others, who had enough to do in pre- 
venting themfelves from flipping — - 

Tournefort fays the grotto is three hundred fathoms 
perpendicular from the entrance; it is three 
hundred feet only; but as there are feveral windings 
in the paflage, in times when mathematical cal- 
culations were in lefs perfe£tion than at prefent, 

iJie miftake was an eafy one The feeble de- 

fcription my pen may trace of this famous grotto 
I muft defer at prefent ; I yet remember with plea- 
fure its gloomy freflinefs> and the fweet Ipring 
of foft water we found in one corner of it, that 
made us relifli our cold collation with much plea- 
fure. My patient contemplation of objects, which the 
filent and cold hand of time only can produce,, was 
very favourable to the artift who was taking a drawing 
of the interior of the grotto, intended for Mr. de 
Choifeul's fecond volume of his publication, ^ Fojya^g^tf 
Pittorefque de la Grece, where I am to be feated at the 

foot of what they call le Grand Autel WouJd, 

my dear and honoured friend, you had been fitting 
by my fide, for I fear no pen or pencil can. da 
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juftice to the immenfity of objefts I law, nor the 

beauty of them When I recolleft the coolnefs 

of my feat, I feel the more fatigued with the almoft 
infupportable heat of this place, fo I quit my 
pen 

Adieu, dear brother, with what pleafure I write 
to you I give you leave to guels. 

Tour's faithfully. 
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' LETTER LIV. ' 

,,.,*..••'■ . • • • Athens, May ai,'i7.86. 

T H E water, which diftils drop by drop con- 
ftantly from the top of the grotto, hardens, and by 
degrees the firft drop acquires a confiftency like 
a brittle and thin fliell; the next extends round 
the • firft, fo that upon breaking off and excimining 
•the pendent point,, at the end, of ^ which there. was 
conftantly a drop of clear water, . it refembles.many 
glafs quills that are made to go within each other — 
the laft forming a more confiderable circle than that 
hardened to precede it — ^Thefe are of a beautiful 
colour like alabafter. The altars and pillars which 
rife from the ground upwards, fonie. of them being 
taller than the talleft men, are of a different colour 
to thofe which defcend, a greyifli brown, and 
feemingly more hard than the hardeft ftone — ^but 
evidently caufed by the dropping of 'the- water like- 
wife; a.nd it muft be a curious foeculation for 
naturalifts to> explain why the fame, matter, in the 
fame atmofphere, Ihould, in their congelation, pro- 
duce- fuch different petrifa£li6ns ; the caufe feems 
perfe6lly natural to me; for the firft is fulpendcd, 

K k 
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and as it were congeals in the air, while the other 
refts.upon the rock, and fettles gradually into flone, 
like fand in the bowels of the earth. 

When the Ruilian fleet was here, fome of the 
officers broke off fome glorious pillars, which by 
a flow procefs, and probably by the diiiillatioiis 
going in the fame perpendicular line downwards 
for ages, had reached from the top to the bottom of 

the grande falle 1 faw them in a very imperfefl: 

ilate atPeterfl)urgh, and in the grotto the tops and 
bottoms of them; for the material being fo brittle 
they could not be broken off in their length. If 
the Emprefs could know how little fatisfa£);ion the 
curious muft receive by feeing them in an imperfea 
and mutilated ftate in her Mufeum — and what beau- 
tiful things they mull have been in the grotto — flie 
would grieve with me, that ever a defire of obliging 
could induce her officers to commit what I think a 

fiicrilege againil antiquity Nothing can be more 

beautiful than ' the fhapes the chryflalifaticHis have 
taken in fome parts of the ceiling, if I may fo call 

it, of this place Wherever by any accident the 

congealing drop has been removed from its di- 
reftion, it takes another courie — ^As there are mil- 
lions conftantly oozing out and congealing, fome of 
which are removed accidentally, the petrifa£iion& 
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teprcfent the folds of drapery curtains, hanging 
feftoons. Sec. -« -As to the altars, as the French 

■ 

call them, which moiint fpirally towards the cieling, 
their ends have been deranged likewife, and where- 
cver the congelation has ceafed at the point, it is 
like a cauliflower head — and moft of them look 
like pyramids compofed of cauliflowers, fuppofing 

< 

them to be brown; the contraft of this form, as 
well as the colour of the fuperior part, is a great 
addition to the beauty of the place. Afi:er the 
drawings were taken, the meafiires afcertained, and 
the artifts had perfeftly finiflied what Monf. de 
Choifeul had commanded them to do, we fearched 
in every comer of the grotto, and found another 
chamber lower than that we were in, with fcveral 
recefles unfufpefted by us; names were engraven on 
the moft confpicuous parts of the grande falie, and 
we left ours engraved in the rock, and burnt into a 
bozu'd, for any bold adventurer to read after us— 
and reafcended, but with much more difiiculty than 
we had entered; for one of the rope-ladders was 
fo contrived that I could not reach from one ftep 
while my foot was on the other; how I fcrambled 
up at lafl: I cannot very well tell— but I was not. 
fony to fee the light of the fun again— I was now 
much furprifed to find myfelf furrounded by Greek 

K k 2 
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peafant women, one pointing to her head, another 
to her ftomach, a third to her arm, all bewailing 
their ill ftate of health, and touching my clothes 
with devotion — I fomid at laft, that hearing a 
woman had defcended, they took her to be a fuper- 
natural being, and was perfeftly convinced I could * 
cure all diforders; nor could I titer myfelf d' affaire, 
otherwife than by diftributing fome thieves vinegar 

which I had in my pocket 

One of the moft lingular fcenes I ever faw, was 
the defcending of about five-and-twenty people after 
I was at the bottom of the grotto, moft of them with 
torches; as there was but one rope to hold by, 
when we were obliged to have recourfe to it, I 
inlifted that only five people fliould go down with 
me — and the reft fet out when we were fafely landed, 
left the rope fliould break — As the paflage to the 
grande Jalle is winding, and as there are many gaps 
in it, we caught and loft fight of thefe people alter- 
nately and of the torches — The brilliancy of the 
petrifaftions, the jagged fliapes of the rocks> through 
which we faw the men, the darknefs of part of the 
grotto^ and the illuminations which reflefted light 
in new places every moment, difplayed the ftrangeft 

and moft beautiful fcenery that can be imagined 

Doubtlefs, my dear Sir, there are many obfervations, 
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cafy to make, which my ignorance prevents me 
from attaining to, but you will be amply fatisfied, 
when Mr. de Choifeul's account of this grotto fliall 
appear— 

He has promifed me two copies of his works; 
and there his pencil will give you a better idea of 
this remarkable curiofity than my pen polfibily can. 
And now I confefs to you, that had it not been 
that my pride rofe fuperior to my. fears, I never 

(hould have gone down Mr. de C— — , when 

we were laying out the plan of my Grecian tour, 
faid, Jamais femme rCa defcendue dans la grotte d'An^ 
tiparoSf peu d'hommes veulent y dejcendre ; Tnais vous, 

Mitadi vous, iljaut abfolument que vous y entriez 

When I had got about two or three yards into the 
narrow entrance of the cavern, the fmoke of the 
torches, which could only, find iffue there, almoft 
took my breath away, and I was forced to fet myfelf 
down, or rather lie upon the rock — as I fell almofl 
fuffocated — and I was upon the point of going out 
again: but I fliould have been afhamed to have 
feen the fpirited Ambaflador, who had ran fo many 
rifques in fearching after the truths of antiquity, if I 
had returned without feeing the Grotte d'AntiparoSi 
and I took courage and defcended 
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Wfe fupped very agreeably <m board the .T^letO£i» 
and looked over the pieces we had brought out of 
<he Grotto — ^but thfcy Mrere lb brittle, , they almoft 
mouldered away at the touch — I put fome into 8 
box with cotton — -As we failed for this place 
vrt pa£iedthe iHands of Siphanto^ Milosy Argcntiera^ 
Sc George of Arbora^^and arrived -happily in the 
Pirsean port, in which remain the two pedejftab of 
the lions whiish ai^ now at the door of the Arfenal 
at Venice— -*- 

There is nothing left In thefe iflands worth the 
^<^ping to look at, and they all appear like naked 
rocks from the ^z, of a volcanic nature-;-rfevisi^l 
have difappesU'<^d, and others have been, fo :fib^en 
by earthquakes , that they are uninhabited'**-— I 
made a little drawing of one, which will pve yoti a 

• • • . . 

perfe6l idea of them all 

From the Piraean port to Athens the ground rifei 
gradually-— and the only fine things which are feeh 
are, to the left near the fea, a large grove oi* wood 
of olive trees; and juft below the town, ftanding 
unincumbered with other objefts, the fuperb, the 
beautiful temple of Thefeus; the archi tenure fimpk: 
and grand— ^proportioned with majefty and grace; ii 
has flood to* this day an eternal monument of the 
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good tafte of the ancients 



But I now finifh this 
letter, for upon paper as upon land, there is no 
fuch thing as tearing me away from this charming 
building; fo I fliall defer fome account of it with 
other things to another fheet 



wimmmmm 



Adieu, dear brother, 



Tour's affe£lionatety, 



E. C 
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LETTER LV. 

The Temple of Minerva, in the citadel of 
Athens, was ufed by the Turks as a magazine for 
powder, which blowing up has flung down fuch a 
quantity of beautiful fculpture that I fliould be 
veiy happy to have piermiflion to pick up the broken 
pieces on the ground-^but, alas, Sir, I cannot even 
have a little finger or a toe, for the Ambaflador 
who had been a whole year negociating for per- 
miflion to convey to Conftaritinople a fragment he 
had pitched upon, and thought himfelf fure of, 
will be fadly difappointed. The failors were pre- 
pared with cranes, and every thing neceflary to 
convey this beautiful relick on board the Tarleton ; 
when after the governor of the citadel, a Turk, 
had received us with great politenefs, he took Mr. 
de Truguet afide, and told him, unlefs he chofe to 
endanger his life, he muft give up the thoughts of 
touching any thing — That there was an intrigue in 
the Seraglio to diiplace him, and that if any thing 
was removed, that plea would be fufiicient for his 
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enemies to get his head flmck off — Chagrined and 
^ difappointed as Mr. de Truguet was, he could not 
with any humanity preis the . performance of the 
promif^; and we returned to the Conful*s, very 
much concerned at the exceffive injuftice and 
ignorance of the Tiirks, who have really not the 
finalleft idea of the value of the treafures they 
poffeis, and deftroy them wantonly on every oc- 
calion; for, from one of the pillars of the 
temple of The^us, they have fliced a piece of 
marble^ to burn into lime for the conftruftion 
of a Turkifh fountain — and iiich is the fate 
<rf many a chef d'asuvre of the beft Grecian 

iculptors 

The citadel is in an extremely elevated iituation, 
md if wifdom was the virtue the Athenians prized 
moft, the temple could not be better placed, for the. 
Coddeis to dire£i; and overlook their a£tions — The- 
Govemor^s daughters received me,^ and the Conful's 
wife, and a relation of theirs was brought in who 
was a melancholy prey to fome inward difeafe, that 
was wafting a fine form and features to decay. I 
was applied to^ and preifed to give a receipt to cure 
her; and, when our vifit was ended, the Governor 

LI 
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and his Ions were as inqiortunate as the women had 
been; fo I advifbd cream of tartar whey, being iiite 
it could not hurt her. I am (tire you hiugh if you 
think .there ii any thing in my countenance that 
may lead people to take me for a phyfidan-^^but 
the £ai£i is, that the Tiurks a& every ftran^ for 
preicriptions-— >-I will^ve you no account of our 
interview with tHe Turkifh wometi-^refi, mannas, 
reception is tlief faWi^ every where, the itlothe^ awd' 
jewels more oi-'ldis magnificent according the ^ua-^i 

lity of the hulband 

In many aiuthora you Mrill find an account of the 
Ten^eof-H^inerva; of a Iweet little temple called) 
the Lanthorn of Diogenes which is in good pire- 
fervationi and of the Temple of the Winds likenife, 
the interior of which is not at all damaged, but tiis^ 
outfide is half futycen in the ruins- of Athens, tvhich 
has often been ruined, and many things bearing the- 
ftamp of the the artift, are, like the artift, bmied in 
die earth *^*-^ From my bed-chamber window I look 
down upon* the ruins of a beautiful gateway, the 
half of whofe fpillars are only to be iken, on the 
fuperior part much damaged, and, three large jlorki 
ncfts, with the old and young— their filth and ha- 
bitation finiihing the melancholy (hade, which the 
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mil of time and the abonaitiablc ignorance of the 
Turks have caft over them ".■ » 

The few remainkig pilku^ of the Temple of Ju-* 
piter Olympus, or father fuj^ofed to be that which 
CQCitmned die flatide» of jfll the G^d^^t givefon^ a very 
good idea of th^i incredible £ize of thafi temple — ^ 
An hermit not thimkiiig ih^ eairth miDrtifying en^nag^^ 
h^- .perched^ him&lf ^^<tNai . thei top of o«ie ^ thelq 
fi\hj»f^ fend neiyejt dc$:ended for abo-ve twenty 
y«afs; he isr]bng (itice deack> but 'hifr habitation Waa^ 
quibe Urg)e enough fos^ «n« man — --Nothing caii 
cxcded th'or ma^vitude q{ thefe enOr mdul^<:okim«is^ 
S^||iited:Qf the iQoeiflthian order — »— I think .(hei$ 
1i^d5l 3^0! vei^ natural f ealon^ why oar aftonifhment 
at !<!heie ^pendous wofk^ihoi^ ceafe — ^The firft is^ 
id» 9neksitr|da|ya^ fiavesor Wo^^siw^re by hundreds 
^ tjb^uikn^st.tp'J^e fefd; ifHe siafteiis of them', it k 
jD^afianaillle pot ii^plpofey wcH^ kee^ &em employed; 
^aefteovA i»^ th« cUipiat'e ^d-.^oil were unfit for 
^g^enSv barbie ^f t^'j^re^ a#d whiteft kind was 
not only found at Paros, but clofe to Athens— M^ 
we not, isuigisQie that Uais wa5>dug out and worked up, 
•woi^ttheAifpQiQa f^ the Athenian architc^U and 
^uiptaii^y i^ )^i^f (lav^e^t th^ ornamental part, and 
9erh»p«' 01^ ^e Smiihing itrokes of thal^, was only 

L I 2. 
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done by the hand of amafter, in either fculpture or: 
architecture. We produce effe6ls for the pencil by 
die trees we plant in our parks or gardens; the 
Athenians could neither form landicape or fhade 
by thefe — ^but they brought to perfe£iion an art 
which gave them feats and walks, fecured from the 
fcorching rays of the fun, by their marble edifices, 

which were both uleful and ornamental-^ A little 

orange>garden, not twenty feet fquare, is (hewn at 
Athens, as a more delicious thing in theie days 
than a new temple, a pillar confecrated, or a 
prize gained in the Olympic games. We make a 
jkwn, or plant a clump— they raifed an edifice. 
The variety of thefe, and the number of pillars^ 
deftined only to conmiemoraite the moft trifling 
events, prove diat it was the natural produce of 
the foil; and the impoffibility of their ingenuity 
being employed in any thing but that which caufed 
architecture and fculpture to be brought to diat 
exquifite perfe^ion in which- we find it to this 

hour 

A book written by Guilletere, which you pro- 
bably have, gives a very good account of the port; 
but the lion and many things he faw do not exift 
dt prefent^ — and the Ilyifus, that river on whole 
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banks fo many philofophers and heros have 
wsdked in times of peace, when the one ei^ncouraged, 
and the other protefted, the arts and fciences, is now 
no more — ^it has been drained to water the gardens 
of Athens by many cuts, which with the bed of the 
river are fcarcely now to be traced ■ ■ 

It was Pericles that built the Temple of Minerva^ 
in the Citadel, on the principal entrance, the baffo'^ 
relievos are executed in the moft mafterly manner; 
there is a female figure holding the reins to drive 
two fieiy feeds, which feem to fiiort and prance in 
marble 

As to the baffo-relievos of the Temple of Thefeus, 

the few that remain are mutilated, and reprefent 

the combats between. Thefeus and the Amazons 

Part of the Theatre remains — and every object that 

I law made me grieve moft truly that I could not 

reftore things to their primitive ftate of perfe£lion — 

As to the many receffes and arches over one another, 

that feem to belong to the Theatre, it is impoflible 

to afcertain the uie that was made of them — ^nor 

do I think it a fearch worthy of our times — But it 

would be worthy the Emperor's fituation to take 

advantage of the defire the Porte has to oblige him, 

in order to colle^l the fragments of the fculpture 

2 
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of the Temple of Minerva, to prefcrve them < 
examples to this or rifing generations, atnd a&miade 
for the ingenious workman to ftudy from— — 
called away to fise the Baths 



I am 



9 

Yoiir*s affeflionately. 
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LETTER LVL 

The Baths here are very well contrived to 
ftew the rheumatifin out of a perfon's conftitution— 
but how the women can fupport the heat of them 

is perfeflly inconceivable The ConfuPs wife, 

Madame Ga^ari, and I went into a room which 
precedes the Bath, which room is the place where 
the women drefs and undrefs, fitting like tailors 
upon boards — ^there were above Bky ; fpme having 
their hair wafhed, others dyed, or plaited; fome 
were at the laft part of their toilet, putting with a 
fine gold pin the black dye into their eyelids; in 
fiiort, I faw here Turkifli and Greek nature, through 
every degree of concealment, in her primitive flate^ 
for the women fitting in the inner room were ab- 
folutely fo many Eves — and as they came put th^ir 

flelh looked boiled Thefe Baths are the great 

amufement of the women, they ftay generally five 
hours in them; that is in the water and at their 
toilet together — ^but I think I never faw fo many 
fat women at once together, nor fat ones fo fat as 

1 
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thefe There is much art and coquetiy in the 

arrangement of their drefs — ^the fliift particularly, 
which doles by hooks behind between the Ihoulders; 
alter it is fallened round the waill, there is a 
Ipecies of ftay or corlet, that I had no idea of, but 
which to women melted down as thefe were, was 
perfeftly neceflary. We had very prefling fol- 
licitations to undrefs and bathe, but llich a dilguft* 
ing light as this would have put me in an ill humour 

with my fex in a bath for agefi Few of thefe 

women had fair fkins or fine forms — ^hardly any— 
and Madame Galpari tells me, that the encomiums 
and flattery a fine young woman would meet 

with in thefe baths, would be afionifhing 

I flood fome time in the door>way between 
the dreifing-rpom and the Bath, which lafl was 
circular, with niches in it fi9r the bathers to fit 
in; it was a very fine room with a fione dome— -> 
and the light came through' (mall windows at the 

top 

In the evening, the Athenian girls were invited 

to perform before me the ancient dance called 

Ariadne's dance— A more ihipid performance as 

a dance I never faw; but I can conceive that the 

. pantomime of it reprefents the defpair of Ariadne, 
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when fhe fa.w herfelf forfaken A woman^ that is 

to fajr ftte who is the moft efteemed dancer, gets, up, 
and with a handkerchief in one handy waves it about 
in a languid manner; with the other (he holds the 
hand of a fecond,. who leads a third, and fo on — 
they move in a ftring, ten, twelve, fix, eight, the 
number is indifferent, and this female line moves 
in a circle,, or according to the dire6lion it fliall 
pleafe the girt with the handkerchief to give ; her 
eyes are fixed on the ground, and her ftep is a fort 
of fwim or fink — the mufic is as dull and Xmiform 
as her fteps, which like her eyes, never lofe. the 

ground 

A fwcet little Greek,; a girl of five years oH,, the 
adopted, child of Madame Rogne,, the French 
Conful's fifter, joined in this dance, and then came 
and fat in my lap, and went to fleep. in my arms — 
fhe was fomething like my Keppel, and her little 
careffes gave me more pleafure than all the languid 

figures of the dancers before my eyes^ To- 

mprrow I fet out again upon thefe feas, where at 
this hour Turkifti ignorance prefents different fcenes 
to thofe that exifledi when the Athenians gave 
encouragement to heros and fages " 



266 LADT CRAVEN'S JOURNEr 

Thefc feas, wlierc Science in her fpring appeared. 

In which the infancy of arts was rcarM i 

When Poetry was in the bloom of youths 

And Fidlion beautified each vulgar truth : 

Here Ariadne 'wept ; and there was feen 

How Thefens conquered th' Ama2onian Queen j , 

Here Phryne's charms in Parian marble ihone. 

There Gods and GoddeiTes could be undone ; 

Here Ariftotle liv'd, whofc genius fway'd 

Th' Athenian youth ; who liften'd and obeyed 

Thofe precepts, with unerring wifdom fraught. 

With which he chatm'd the pupils that he taught; 

To men he prov'd that eloquence was fame. 

And the Lyceum Kves but in his name; 

Here Fate's ftern mandates were by Homer given. 

To Deities of his imagin'd Heaven, 

From ifle to ifle the Mufes point his way. 

And all the Heathen Gods his lyre obey. 

Apropos to Homer; every ifland claims the 
honour of receving his laft breath, and none will 
give up the idea of having pofleiled living or dying 
fo remarkable a perfon. 

If his ghoft will appear to me and fettle this 
matter clearly, 1 will then inform you better ; at 
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prefent I muft finifli this letter with afluring you, 
that the only thing of which I am pofitively certain 
is, that I am with much truth and regard. 



Your afFeftionate fifter. 



K C 



• • 
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LETTER LVII. 

Smvrnaj May 27, 1786. 

This place (eems much more alive than 
any I have been at yet; a great number of com- 
mercial people, and many good houfes, with a 
conilant variety of veffels arriving and departing, 

make the lazy Turk pals unnoticed The French 

Conful has a young wife, very lively and civil. 
There is lying at anchor here the Minerva, a 
beautiful French (hip of feventy*five guns, com- 
manded by the Chevalier de Lygondes, a Knight 
of Malta, an elderly and polite man, who happens 
to be a near relation of Lord Huntingdon, and we 
we were not a litde pleafed to talk of him, and 
claim a relationfliip with a perfon which any one 

might be honoured to call friend or parent He 

had five-and-twenty young French officers with 
him, when I faw him firft — and a mofl ridiculous 
circumftance happened. I was fitting by Mr. de 
Lygondes and talking to him — the other French- 
men were laughing with the Conlul's wife, when 
a little man came into the room and addrefled him- 
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felf to me, but fo low that I could not dlftinguifh 
what he faid, and took him to be fbme inteipreter 
(of which I believe I had feen a dozen in the 
morning) who complimented me upon my arrival; 
but he feeing that I miftook the purport of his fpeech, 
raifed his voice, and in good Engliih faid, My lady, 
hearing that you Were here, I would not depart 
without offering you any fervices in my power-— 
I anfwered I was much obliged to him; he made 
his bow, and went out a^n— upon which the 
giddy part of the company laughed very much, 
none of them knowing either the perfon or the 
language— I fent after him, and found out that 
it was the worthy Mr. Howard, who has facrificcd 
fo much of his time to the moft humane purpoie; 
I begged he might be informed I returned to Con- 
ftantinople and from thence to Vienna, and if I 
could be of the leaft ufe to him in his return, I 
begged he would command me; but he ient me 
word his route lay to Venice — meaning to vijfit all 
the lazarettos and prifons on the coafts. 

There are no remains of antiquity here, but a 
^ring called Homer's Fountain — a broken pillar 
on the ground, by a clear rill, feems to indicate 
that a temple may have been dedicated to this 
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fource — ^which probably bore the name of IJI 
Deity ■ ' ' !.; 

I (pare you an account of niy voyj^e hithc^ 
from Athens, a violent fquall of wind fbrcied u^ 
to lie two days in the Port Gabrio, where" I <imufe4 
my felf with going on fliore, and up to .a igOtivenf 
of Greek Monksw The Ifle of Andrps .and; thi^ 
port, is well marked iri the Grecian aniizds, :by th^ 
extraordinary fummons Alcibiade$ gave the- itiha* 
bitants, and the very ingenious cxcufe they madfei 
in order to obviate complying with his demands* 

The only pretty fhrub to be found . on the iflands 
is the rofe-laurel, which is now eovered with th^ 
flower, but the Greeks imagine it diffufe* a t^oxipu^ 
vapour, and avoid touching or going'; i^ea?* it-< — -f* 
I found out one thing which may be 5of uieto 

foldiers or failors- ^We had endeavour<?d in vain 

to get fruk or gardeh-ftuff — a prodigious qufuifeity 
of laigie thiflles was the only thing that pr$&»ted 
itfelf^ — I defired the largeft heads might be picked, 
and had them boiled, which, without being.partial, 
I can aiTure you, were infinitely better than arti- 
chokesi — ^but they muft be dreffed immediately, for if 
they are kept till the next day they become fb JiarH 
that twelve hours boiling will i^ot make them tender^. 



^ ■ 
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The Chevalier de Lygondes gave me a very fine 
dinner on board the Minerva. I fliall fet out 
again the day after to-morrow to take up Mr. de 
Choifeul at Burfa; and hope I fliall meet with no 
more florms, for I am fick and tired when violently 
tofled about 

The little Tarleton is an excellent lailor with a 
fair wind, but like all delicate little frames, is too 
much fliaken when flie meets with rough treatment 



I remain, my dear brother, 

Your affectionate 



E. C 
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LETT E R LVIII. 

Tbrrapia, June 7, 1786* 

I Arrived at Burfa juft three weeks after I 
left) the port of Moudagna, and ft)und the Am* 

baftador rather better than I left him The 

iituation of Burfa is very beautiftil, in a valley 
between two hills — ^and is now a very coniiderable 
town. The waters are boiling hot; sdmoft every 
houfe has a circular bath under it, that adds to the 
heat of the climate^ I found it intolerable,, and 
MonL de Choifeul fet out a day or two fooner than 
he intended, becaufe the inconveniencies of the 
houfe were too great; he laughed very much at my 
faying 'Bon dim rums Jhmmes tous id au Bain 
To my great furprife, I found there — — — 
— — — — — who intends to travel by 
land into Egypt — ^he fet out at twelve o'clock at 
night for Smyrna— a few hours after my arrival — 
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1 had a very pleafant paflage from Sim^rna to 

Moudagna -Juft as the Tarleton arrived at the 

entrance of the Straits the wind dropped intirely, 
and we found ourfelves in the midft of a large 
fleet, compofed of veflels of every fize and nation, 
that waited for a fouth wind to pais the Dardanels — 
luckily we did not lay a confiderable time at 
anchor, a foutherly breeze fprung up, and our f\^fift 
Tarleton left all the other fails,- lojhjoon to qurfight^ 

■ 

far behind us; nothing could be more pretty and 
lively than the fcene; and I told Mr. de Choifeul 
no frigate in the Englifh or French ferVice co\ild 
be a better meffenger than this, which I fliall ever be 
obliged to him for having fent with me — You may 
think it fomewhat ftrange that the Mount Olympus, 

• » 

which rifes abo^^e the town of Burfa, is conftantly 

covered with fnow, but fo it is This is not the 

famed Olympus of the Heathen Gods, but named 
after it, probably by a colony which fettled there, 

originally from the other Olympus It is very 

common to find feveral places called by one n^me 
in all this part of the world, and to this hour you 
know, my dear Sir, the names of France, Scotland, 
and England, are given by fettlers in newly acquired 
countries — 

. N n 
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We did not ftop at Pera, but came to (he 
AmbafTador's houfe upon the Canal in his boat, 
leaving the Tarleton at anchor where flie is con- 
ftantly placed This is the only cool houfe I be- 
lieve in the environs of Confiantinople ^The fea 

beats ag^dnft the foundation conftantly, and from my 
windows I fee the entrance of the Canal by the 
Black Sea, in which, between ten and eleven, a 
north wind conftantly rifes, blowing pretty frefh till 
the evening — And it is a very ftrange thing to aver, 
but juft over againft the houfe, veifels are failing, 
Ibme with a fouth and others with a north wind; a 
circumftance only to be accoimted for by the fhores, 
which fonn a kind of horizontal funnel, drawing 
in a large body of air from the Black Sea, which 
lofes its force after it has gone a certain length, 
and ceafes intirely juft oppofite this houfe It 
is quite diverting to fee the Turkifli fiftiing 
boats failing very ftdl, and endeavoiuing to weather 
this ^t when the wind is foutherlyj but in vain — 
they are obliged to lower their canvafs and 
tug at the oar, or anchor in fome valley, till 
the wind or their ftrength permit them to 
proceed — r— 
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If any thing could excufe the infatuation of the 
Greeks to remain here at the rifque of their lives, 
this fituation would plead for them; but ftill their 
manner of life muft be a torment even in Paradife 
itfelf; there is one who, fearing the Porte fhould 
think him opulent, yet too proud to appear in 
public without his attendants, rides round his 
court-yard every morning with twenty horfemen 
at his heels 

Another fent me' word he begged I would not 
walk in his garden, for as I generally was accom- 
panied by fome of the foreign minifters, the Porte 
might imagine he was carrying on fome treafon 
againft the empire, if ftrangers were feen within his 
enclofures — This meffage was told me by a perfon 
who added that, all the time I was in his kitchen 
garden with my company, this wretched Greek had 
retired into the moft remote clofet in his houie, 
fearing our curiofity fhould prompt us to look at 
the building— 

This Greek Prince had hired a French gardener, 
and we feeing an European kitchen garden clofe to 
the Amba{rador*s, it induced us to walk into it, as the 

door was open ^When the Turks or Greeks have 

N n 2 
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one, they walk into it, and eat their fallads there- 
Fruit and vegetables are luxuries unknown in 
general to them 

Adieu for this time, my much loved and 
honoured brother, 

I remain your^s. 
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LETTER LIX. 

Dear Sir, 

I Have been to fee the foreft of Belgrade; 
where the oaJis are extremely venerable, and, from 
a fuperftitious idea, not one of them is ever felled, 
fo that the greateft part of them are fpoiling. The 
Dutch Ambaffador has a houfe there, and the 
Englifli Minifter, both of whom I have promifed to 

dine with At the latter end of the fummer thefe 

country-houfes are deferted, for there is a lake in 
the foreft that produces fuch unwholefome exhala- 
tions that, if people ftay in the neighbourhood of 

it, they generally have dreadful fevers There 

is a kiofk of the Sultan's at the end of the lake, 
which would be pretty enough with a little al- 
teration 

We are now at the beginning of what is called 
the Ramazan — ^the faft of the Turks, which they 
obferve with great ftriftnefs ; from fun-rife to fun- 
fet no Turk taftes any thing, not even a drop of 
water — ^but at night all the fliops for eatables, and 
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the places where coffee is fold, are illuminated with 
many little lamps — and it is a pretty fight to go 
in a boat at fimfet along the Canal. Terrapia, 
Buyekdere, and all the places where feveral people 
live, look like fo many Vauxhalls — and if the bo?it 
draws near enough to the fliore, one is apt to imagine 
all the world is fupping together, the fmell of 
fried fifti, and mutton, and other Turkifli eatables 

is fo ftrong The Ambaffador's firft oar is an 

old venerable Turk with a long white beard, who 
has rowed au Palais de France forty years, and it is 
with great difficulty Mr. de Choifeul's ftrideft orders 
can keep him from his duty — though it is horrible 
to think that if he were permitted to attend the boat, 
he would row feveral hours in the day, in the heal 
of the fun, without taking a drop of water to refrelh 
himfelf — ^for whether a Turk be obliged to the 
hardeft labour, or whether he do nothing, the law 
of the Ramazan is equally obierved by him — ^This 
faft lafts fix weeks 

With re^e£): to coffee, which you may imiagine is 
good in Turkey, I affure you, prepared by the Turk*, 
it is the naftieft potion ever invented — ^They make 
it weak and muddy, and drink it without fugar— ^ 
As to the Moka coffee, not enough of that comes 
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into Conftantinople to fupply the Seraglio, and all 
the reft is fumiflied by France from her Welf- 
Indian pofTeilions, no inconfiderable branch of 
commerce as you may eafily believe, when I tell 
you that every fifty yards upon a public road, under 
the ihade of a tree or a tent, coffee is ibld^ and at 
moft of thefe places the Turkilh traveller or 
vifitor ftops and takes a cup — it is true thefe cups 
are not much bigger than egg cups — ^but fbur-and- 
twenty in a day to each perfon travelling, vifiting, 
or ftaying at home, muft confume an immenfe 

quantity 

Mr. de Bukalow has given me a very fine ball 
at his houfe at Buyekdere — and I alTure you his 
garden is large enough to be a fmallpark — ^There I 
law a tree the leaves of which are of the fame fhape 
and quality with the fenfitive plant — ^they ftuink 

and clofe when touched Mr. d'Herbert has a 

pretty houfe and garden at Buyekdere likewife 

Have you never heard at Paris of one Ifaac Bey,, 
a Turk, that was much there? Mr. de Choifeul 
brought him to me the other morning; he en- 
tered my room followed by this Ifaac, a lively, and 
rather well-looking man, who, after being feated a. 
few minutes, proftrated himfelf at my feet, kiffed 
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the hem of my garment, and laid a fine embroidered 

muflin handkerchief there for my acceptance r 

He has been at Peterfburgh, and in London, which 
he diflikes of all places in the world, becaufe the 
common people would not let him walk along the 
ftreets without calling him, French dog of a Turk — : 
He fays he will never go there again — ^but Paris 
Paradis — Paradis Paris — there he will return; you 
may imagine. Sir, he was enchanted by the fyrens 

pf , the Opera, upon and off the ftage He 

divetted me very much. He ftaid and dined, and 
cpnverfed very freely, as well as he was able— 

Adieu for the prefent, dear Sir, 

Believe me truly, 

E. C 
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LETTER LX, 

Tbrrapia, June 25, 1786. 

I Shall certainly not return by the way of 
Semlin and Belgrade, for I am informed that four 
-hundred, robbers infeft that country, and what 
efcort could I have which would fecure me from 
fo many rulHans— - — I have, confulted maps, and 
the beft informed trtivellers here, and am affured 
I can go through Bulgaria, Wallachia, and Tran- 
fylvania to Vienna with great eafe and difpatch, 

with a.firmaa ojt order from the Porte This 

iubje£i was' in agitation two days ago, in pr^ience of 
the fame tall gloomy figure that promiied me the 
plague in Greece, who gravely told me I fliould run 
much greater rifques in taking this new route, for 
.that I ihould find heads ftuck up on poles at every 
mile, thofe countries being much more infefted 

with robbers and murderers than the other 

I would not for the world have given him the 
mortification to fee that I did not believe a word 
he ^aid, and I hope he thinks I was extremely 

O o 
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terrified— — —-- — — . 



Nothing is. more diverting than to fee the Greeks 

in pleafure-boatB hfcre, flopping to hear the Am- 

baifador's muiicianft play, which they do every 

evening . I muft firft tell you that they arc 

Germans, fent to Mr. de Choifeul from Vienna—— 

and the foei% performer^ I have heard, playing 

ailways the fineft Italian or German mufic—-— The 

Greeks, iii their parties upon the water, have ge^ 

nerally a lyre, a fiddle, and a guittar or two in the 

boats — ^With thefe infiruments they make a hcjrc^d 

noife, each performer playing in a different key, 

and if they fing, all in diicordant tones; the fqund- 

of the clcu^inets ftops them before the windows, but 

after liftening a little time, they (hake their heads, 

and with one accord begin their abominable noifes 

again, and row away from founds which they think 

much inferior to thofe they produce^-<-The Ibrvants 

often afk them if their mailer's mufic is not fine, 

but they are all of opinion it is very difagreeable— 
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This puzzles all my ideas concerning harmony—- be- 

r 

caufe nature has fixed the rules of it fb well that any 
peffon, poflfefling a good ear for mufic, will compofe 
in all the perfcftion of harmony without knowing 
the rules of compofition, or even a note of mufic — 
Why^ then do not thefe Greeks find out they 
make nothing but difcordant founds when they" fing 
"or play — I confefs it feems to me a very flrange 
thing ' 

I wifli the Turkifli falute was In fafliion inftead 
of the ridiculous bow and curtfey we have, which 
indicates nothing, and is feldom executed grace- 
fully A Turk puts his right-ha:nd upon his 

heart, and bends forward a little — and I affure you 
if this kind of falutation is accompanied with a 
fciile or a refpe6lful look, it conveys to me more 
greeting ihAXi all our bonjours and how d'ye do's, which 
would be often excufed with pleafure by me from 
half my acquaintance 

I am not forry to think the time is not far off 
when I fhall draw nearer to Franconia ; where I 
hope to fee you ; where I fhall tell you niany par- 
ticulars which I do not choofe to truft to the poft — 
But I confefs I fhall be very forry to leave Mr. de 
Choifeul without being certain when I can have aia 

O o 2 
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opportunity of fliewing him the leaft return for all 
the civilities and kindneffes he has bcftowed upon 

me He is a verjr extraordinary and fuperior 

man as to his talents — and his amiability is not 
contrafied by that conceit which we have too often 
ieen in all Frenchmen that are not almoft fuper" 

annuated 

I only wifh he was honoured by your acquaint- 
ance, as you would like him for his good qualities, 
as much as you will efteem him without knowing 
him for his brodierly and refpeftful care of me— 
Can I give you a greater proof that I believe in the 
Sincerity of your friendfhip to me, than by wilhing 
you to be a friend to one that has behaved like one 
to me 1 remain always the fame 

Your's afFeftionately, ** 

E. C 
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LETTER LXI. 

Mr. de Choifeul and the Imperial Mimfter 
affured me very ferioufly that they would not let 
me fet out without being accompanied by a Vifir^s 
Tchouadar, that is to fay, a kind of upper fervant, 

or rather creature of the Vifir They applied for 

one, but as thefe are never employed to accompany 
travellers, and have only upon occafion been fent 
with the French officers of artillery, when there 
was a battery or fort to be erefted*; — ^the Sublime Porte 
was exceedingly furprifed at the requeft— and was 
five days in looking over papers to find any example 
of a Tchouadar being fent to efeort a traveller; 
none being found, my two friends were told that in 
the annals of the empire the thing was unpre- 
cedented: — but they anfwered that they cared little 
for that, but requefted that I might have aTchouadar. 
The Vifir was fo much furprifed at this that, when 
he had named one, he fent himtoTerrapia tojiidge 
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if / was worth all the trouble given him upon my 
accoimt 

You think, my dear Sir that it was my birth, 
or confequence of any fort that was to be enquired 
into— not at all — ^he was to look at me and fee if I 

was pretty 1 was fent for by Mr. de Choifeul into 

the drawing-room yefterday before dinner; and when 
I came in, I iavr a yellow looking Turk fitting on 

the f6fa Mr. de Choifeul told mc that was the 

Tchouadar named to accompany me, I curtfied to 
him, and, after he had looked at me as much as he 
pleafed, he took his leave. Mr. d'Herbert has fince 
told me laughing, he made lb favourable a report 
of me, that the Viiir laid according to accounts he 

could not do enough for me 1 have hired two 

Greek boats with Greek failors, that are to row 
when the wind is contrary, and I am to land at a 
Turkifti town called Varna, which is upon the 
(hore of the Black Sea called Romelia. I am there 
to take horiies and go acrols Bulgaria to a town 
called Siliftria, where I fliall find all the accommo- 
dations I want from the Prince of Wallachia, 
whofe territories reach that town. 

It is faid Varna was the place where Ovid was 
fent into banifiiment; it might be fo ; but the chief 
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part of his exile was pafled in Moldavia; the 
borders of a lake where he often walked, have 
become famous ; the gentlenefe of hia manners^ and 
the fweet tone of his voice have been recorded 
from father to fon, down to the prefent inhabitants 
of that part of Moldavia 

I have bought a German carriage, and the Am- 
baffador's Tapiffier has very cleverly fitted up a little 
bed in it for me — Mr. de Choifeul and his friends 
are very obliging in imagining every thing that can 
conduce to the fafety or convenience of my 

journey 1 have a beautiful coloured map of 

Conftantinople and the Canal, executed in a 
mafterly manner by his fteward and engineer, one 
Khauffer ^Mr. de Choifeul has given me like- 
wife a bottle of Effence of Rofes — and a Mr. de Brin- 
tanneau has prefented me with a beautiful Turkilh 
fan, painted and made at Conftantinople for me— I 
hope foon, Sir, to give you a good account of 
myfelf; you may depend upon it I fhall write 
.wherever I can find an opportunity of fending Br 
letter to you 

I have an interpreter with me, and am to have 
a guclrd of Janiffaries upon the road wherever it 
will be thought neceffary ^ Adieu, for the laft 
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time, from this beautiful and fublime fituation, 
which muft make all landfcapes appear trifling to 
me for the future. 

Adieu, dear Sir, till an occafion offers for me to 

repeat my fincere efleem and grateful affe6lion for 
you 

E. C 



I 
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LETTER LXIL 

Dear Sir, 

Varka, July 8, 1786. 

I Take the opportunity of my Greek failors 
return to write to my good friends at Conftanti- 

nople and to you ^On Monday laft, which was 

the third of July, I fet out about fix o'clock in the 
evening in Mr. de Choifeul's boat, accompanied 
by him and Mr. le Hocq, a very amiable and 
fenfible man, who is Secretaire d'Amhaffade^ and the 
good little Truguet — I took leave of them at the 
mouth of the Canal, and ftepped into the largeft of 

the two Greek boats I had hired The wind, 

blowing conllantly. north, makes the navigation of 
the Rqmelian coaft extremely tedious. The idlenefs 
and fears; of my Greek failors increafed the in- 
convenience, for inftead ■ of turning the point of 
Kara^buron, .they lay -to all night, and on the fourth 
I made but thirty Turkifh leagues. Kara-buron is 
a rock ftanding over the- bay of that name, where 
the Turks are now erefting a fort Nothing can 
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be more fafe or pleafant than coafting in this 
manner. The ihores of Romelia abound with many 
delicious bays and fine harbours, where, upon the 
appearance of dangers from the Black Sea, veflels 

may run in and lay at anchor The Bay of 

Agatopoly of Miolick of Vafilico I refted in Uke* 
wife ; dnd the laft day I came feventy^five miles in 
fix hours, but not without having many quarrels 
with my Gltdt failors, who would have deliycd 
me more than they really did, if I had permitted 
them -i^-*— I am convinced a trsrveller might cafily 
reach Varna from Conftantin<^le in two days— 
particularly if he has not the honour of being 
accompanied by a Tchouadar, who feems to pro-* 
mife me much more delay and inconvenience than 
his^ prefence can make repay-— As the Creeks and 
Turks know his coniequence, it is ^s wants that 
are attended to, and not mi n e ■ "I pofidvely was 
extremtly diverted at my firft occafion of finding 
this out '■ ■ ■ The ds^ afixx we had feft Conftanti'^ 
nople,. we were at anchor ki a little ba^to bveak£d!» 
when upon aflung my valet de chaadire tdi^ the 
boiling water was to mdue my chocdbte,. he could 
not find it, smd began^ to make a great riot for 
the lois of hb kettle^— when the interpreter poinfied 
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to 9. flat rock where my Tchouadar was fitting on 
Si carpet fmoaking his pipe and drinking his coffee, 
very quietly, made with the water my fervants had 
prepared for me— You muft not fuppofe he ever 
afks if I want any thing' ' If any travellers were 
to meet us, they would certainly take him for fome 
Grand Seigneur, and that I am of his fuite, by the 
care taken of him, and the perfed indifference all, 
but my two companions and my (ervants, (how for 

my eaie s^d convenience As to me, I now and 

then have afked him fome queflions about the 
places I faw, to which I get the moft laconic 
anfwcrs— however, I thought it right to point to 
two moft excellent little JSnglifli piftols I wear at my 
girdle, and aflure him they would be well em^* 
ployed againft any offence I met with. And when 
the interpreter had done I could not help calling 
him a ftupid difagreeable Turk, in Englifh, which 
he took for a compliment, and bowed his head a 
little— "-^ When I arrived here, he took me to 
a fhaliby Gbreek houfe, where a landing-place on 
the top of a flair-cafe was the only lodging he faid 
he could find for fix people-^ut I told him I 
ihould fend to the governor,* upon which I was 
taken to another houfe, where a long gallery looking 

P p 2 
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towards the harbour, with rooms adjoining to it, 
compofed a very good apartment. Here I found 
my Tchouadar had eftablifhed his carpet, his pipe, 
his coffee, and his travelling bags and piftols. I 
thanked him in good Englifh, as I (hould, for his 
civility ; and then ordered the interpreter to tell 
him he might lodge upon the ftair-cafe he had 

deftined for me The Goverhor fent to know 

if I chofe to have a guard of Janiffaries for the 
houfe, but I thought myfelf quite ilecure, being fliut- 
in by two court-yards — However, in the evening, I 
was not a little furprifed to hear a great noife ; the 
old Greek, who lodged me, my interpreter, and 
fervants, came running with great horror in their 
looks, faying, that the Turks had broke the gates of 

the court open, and were looking forme 1 was, 

at that moment, fitting with Mademoifelle by me, 
on a trunk juft facing the door — I had fcarcely time 
to underfland what was faid to me, when I faw 
above fifty Turkifli heads at the door, with eager 
eyes looking about for fomething— jgi*^ veuknty 
Us done ? faid Mademoifelle-^— car C6 n'eft pas nous — 
I believe I told you Ihe had a moft beautifiil little* 
milk-white rough dog^ — It was this animal that fome 
Turk had feen carrying along the ftreet, which had 
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awakened the curiofity of the Turks — and two or 
three parties, as I found afterwards, had endeavoured 
to come into the houfe to fee him — ^This laft, bolder 
than the reft, had forced the doors open — The little 
dog, as great a coward in his nature as my fervants 
(and that is faying all I can to prove his pokronnerie) 
upon the firft noife had taken refuge under the 
Ikirts of Mademoifelle's petticoats — But one of them, 
taking her by the arm, made her get up, fhe dog 
appeared— when the Turks, with a favage fhout of 
joy, all pointed to him; and I had no r doubt but 
he was the objeft they had in view — ^However, when 
I thought they had ftared enough at him, I grew 
out of patience, and made a fign for the Turks to 
leave the door, which they did immediately ; and 
I think a Turkifti rabble very civil, as not one of 

the party pafled the threftiold of the door* 

People imagine this eoaft to be inhabited by 
favage Turks, who live by rapine and plunder, 
uncontrolled by the Porte — ^but it is no fuch 
thing-— Greeks and Armenians, very inoffenfive, 
live in hatoations thinly fcattered— Wine and 
com are cultivated, but in no great abundance — '■ — 
There is a place called Shiumla, eighteen leagues 
weft of Varna, remarkable for the retreat which 
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eighty thoufand Turks ma^de in the ItUl war, when 
twelve thouland Ruffians, under Romanzof, crofTed 
the Danube to attack them 

My Greek failors lived upon nothing but dried 
fifh during the voyage, and it is very excellent pro-^ 
vifion, and better than any preferved fifh I ever 
taftedr**-T"^'had ofi^n feen fg^e^ax pple^ ftuck up in 
the Canal, with firings tied acro% uiyler theie the 
fifhennen catch the fifh, which, they clean and 
fiiqk upL on ^^e firings to dry by the heat of the 

fun Nothing can look ^ore dry. and unlike 

food than thele fifli; but I aiTure you they are 
extremely good, having much more flavour than 
any falted filh I ever eat. 

- J Ihall let out to-morrow morning at three 
o'clock—- 'I hire arabats for my fervants and ba^age— * 
The Governor is to fumifh me with Janiflaries and 
horfes-— and I hope my good ftar will lead me lafely 
through thefe countries, where I confels, I feel like 
the Comte de — s— *s fervant, who intreated hif 
mafter to let him kill only one or two Turks, at the 
laft poft on leaving the Ottoman empire — -Sy the by. 
Sir, that fervant lived with you — and when I faw 
him, you had given him fo EngliCh a toufmure, that I 
infified on his being an Englifimian — but he told me 
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he was your fubjeft You muft not fuppofe that I 

mean to murder sny one, hot I think of all the two- 
legged animals I have (een I ihould regret killing 
a Turk the leaft Moft women would be fright- 
ened with the journey I am taking — but I muft 
get out of this country of Mahomet's now I zul 
in ic, aLhd fo I (hall proceed chearfuUy and mer- 
rily If my Tchouadar could but know the 

pretty things I fay to him in ]|&hgli!h— and how I 
nlean to Watch him— he would not have- given, fiich. 
a pi6lure of me to his jnaften 
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LETTER LXIII. 

SiLlSTRIA, July 13, 1786. 

1 Am arnved here very fafely and merrily 
notwithftanding my intriguing ,Tchouadar, who 
probably had his orders to frighten me, that I might 

complain of the Governor of Varna Figure to 

yourfelf, dear Sir, how much furprifed I was at fix 
o'clock the day before yefterday in the evening, in 
the wildeft coufitry imaginable, after travelling all 
day well efcorted by Janiffaries, to fee them ride 
away when the approach of evening made me think 
them moft neceffary — I afked my Tchouadar what 
was the meaning of their fudden departure — He 
flirugged up his flioulders, and faid he fuppofed it 

was the Governor's orders However, I refted 

near a hedge, where a caravan of merchants halted 
likewife, that evening, without feeing any thing that 

could alarm me When I left Varna in the 

morning, my lazy Tc.houadar had a whole arabat 
to himfelf, where he would not fuffer my fervants 
to put the fmalleft parcel — I ordered the interpreter 
to tell him, if I had known his intention I ftiould 
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have hired faddle-horfes for myfelf and fervtnts, 

and guarded his arabat Yefterday, in the middle 

of a plain where the coachmen had halted, which 
they do every ten minutes, I heard a moft violent 
quarrel between them, and my interpreter upon 
aiking : whstf it was occaiibned the difpute, I found 
one coachman chofe to return with three horfes to 
Varna— My vile Tchouadar fat upon his <rarpct 
imoaking his pipe, without attempting to ufe hid 
authority, and when I afked him to interfere, he 
muttered out a few I/b AUa^^f and he iuppofed thd 
Governor of Varna had given (uch orders to the 
coachmen — Upon which I faw very, plainly, iny 
journey was to be a pretext for finding fault witH 
this Govei'nor— i determined immediately upon 
putting a flop to fuch a bafe manceuvise ; I told my 
Turk that i perceived his intention, bat that if ite 
did not immediately order the coachman to. pat 4he 
horfes to and go as far as Siliftiia, I fhould write 
an account of the whole trick to the Imperial M£-< 
nifter and the French . Ambafiador, and have km^ 
not the Governor of Varna, punxihed for the delays 
of my journey-— The very inftant he underflood I 

. . » . 

* yb Alia is an cxpreflion by whiclv Turks conftantly avoid giving 
a diredt anfwcr ta a plain qucftion— it amounc^^ to H rtMy h /a— f^r, 
fUaJt God — - 
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was not to be impofed upon, he fpoke to the drivers, 
the horfes were put to and we proceeded. 

Bulgaria is but little cultivated, and where I faw 
a Turk at work in the fields, he was armed with a 
gun, piftols, and hangers, fometimes a Janiflary or 
two guarded the peafant at his work — Such a fight, 
and a wood I paffed through, fq little worn by tra- 
vellers, that the trees and buihes tore off the door 
of my carriage, were circumftances that might hav« 
made any fine lady tremble; but you know. Sir* 
that my joints and courage increafe with difficulties, 
and my female companion is by much the beft 
traveller I ever faw. She expreffed no fears if fhe 
tiad any, and the ftrange manner in which we tra- 
velled, with our manner of refting at night, made us 
laugh inftead of alarming us — Eveiy ten minutes, 
as I told you, our horfes were taken from the 
cairiage, and with the coachmen relied under trees, 
if they were at hand. The heat was beyond any 
I ever felt — At night we halted with the caravans, 
and then my fervants picked up fiicks to make the 
fire for my fupper, and after I had fixetched my 
legs a little, I drew my carriage clofe, and had a 
very comfortable bed ; my companions and fervants 
lay on the ground with their heads under the body 
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of my carriage, ai^ in the morning before day- 
break, we fet off again — But when day-light per- 
mitted us to look at one another, it was impoilible 
not to laugh, the dew was fo exceffive that we all 
looked as if we had been drawn through a river — 
When we arrived near this town, I ordered my 
Tchoadar to get out, and go into the tpw^ to fmd 
me a lodging — and here I faw that if his prefence. 
had been of any ufe to me, his courage would t^t 
have ferved me greatly, for inftead of getting upon 
the horfe prepared for him, he gravely turried about 
and feated himfelf in the arabat again '. <*> I afked 
why he did fo; he anfwered he might be robbed' 
. and murdered before he reached the town; Vhich 
we were (b near to that a whole ibing of arabats 
and caravans were halting there for the night— 
Atlaft we reached the gateway, and then my trouble- 
fome Turk condefcended to go and look me out a' 
lodging— a tolerable good one— Heite I had a new 
conteft with him ; he intended to efcort me from 
hence to Buccoreft, but I was determined to fend 

him from this place back to Conftantinople 1 

enquired for the Prince of Wallachia's agent this 
morning, he came« but I found I could get no in- 
telligence from him before my Turk — ^fo I ordered 

Qq2 
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him into another room, and there found he had 
received orders from the Prince to iumifh me with 
boats, Iborfes, or any kind of thii^ I fiiould aik 
foar M .My abominable Tchoaadar had conftantly 
^nied that any £ach orders were given, in order to 
perfiiade me I could not proceed in my journey with* 
<:»jit him**^Howc^er I was heartily glad I had guefTed 
the troth, and fa returning with toy interpreter to 
him, I gai9e him the twenty gnineas I had pgromi&d 
huft, for ii»faafoaT of his agrecabte comparrf^ and 
tolid hiiD» to wait till I had written to the Minifteis at 
Coiiftauuaef»le^ which I diid, and now write txx yoo, 
des^ Str« ; This tawrt ftands in a valley; tipoH » 
hiU n^ikh we deicended to come here, there is a 
fine view of the Danube with iflands--— *^>Siliftria 
is.: beajttifiidly fituoiled upon this river— •and I asi 
goiiog^ &c miles: down in a boat to Karalafii^ the 
frontier town of Wallachiar— and ftoam Boccoveft 
I (hall <^|n hxv^ the faonoor of a&ring yen i am 
in all places,. 

Your mod afiBb£lionate (liter, 
* And obliged) friend^ 



to COUSTANriNOPLK 



Zol 



P, 5. The Firman I received from the Porte 
to the Governors or Cadis of the Turkifh towns, 

runs m this ftile " O you, glory of your equals^, 

torch of juftice — ^you light the mines of virtue 
and fcience — ^Trtie^ feelitfvcJrs, judges, governors of 
towns or yillages, this is to inform you," &c.. &c«. 
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LETTER LXIV. . . 

« 

BUCCO&EST. 

When I landed in Wallachia I found 
horfes, pfovifions, and guards, provided for me, and 
I rather flew than drove along — From Karalafh, for 
a confiderable way, the route lay on the borders of 
the Danube, where cattle of all forts were feeding 
upon the fineil forts of clover, intermixed with 
various flowers — ^There is no road made, and I faw 
no carriage track, but a fine foil without ftones or 
ruts, made the journey very pleafant. As I came 
near to Buccoreft I quitted the meadows, and faw a 
moil beautiful country, where imall woods of fine 
timber and Turkifli com, ftanding above fix feet 

high, formed a rich and varied pidure Several 

boyards came to meet me, and my Amauts, or 
guards, were extremely alert and clever; though 
their ufual mode of fupplying my carriages with 
hories often gave me great di^leafiire ; for it fre- 
quently happened, that a peafant mounted on. a 
good-looking hoife, with his fack of flour behind 

5 
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him, was difmounted in an inftant, a tired horfe 
left him, and his frefli horfe hameffed to my car- 
riage — I wanted at leaft to have fome money given 
the man, and an explanation of the affair, but it 
feems the Prince of Wallachia had ordered that I 
fhould have no trouble or delay— and not be 
fuffered to pay for any thing, fo that the little money 
I gave away was privately, and not without much 

management could I contrive it Juft as I was 

about to enter Buccoreft, I found a party of Ja- 
niflaries with a tent pitched about a mile from the 
town, who quarrelled with all my attendants, and 
made the poftillions drive back to enter the town 
another way as I was told, that road having been 
fiiut by order of the Prince, My furprife mcreafed^ 
when I found myfelf drove under a large gateway 
belonging to a Greek convent, the inner court of 
which was very fine and i^pacious furrounded by 
cloifters with. Gothic arches — My carriage was pre- 
fently fiuTOunded by people of various nations^ 
talking aH lianguages to me* — At laft I addreffed 
myfelf to one in a French drefs; pray, Sir, feid I, 
where am I?-— A German fervant of mine Ipoke to 
him in German, and I found I w^ driven in there 
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XQ perfqrm quarantine, for fivx days at leaft — ^Thc 
fqperior gf the convent, by this time had come up 
to the door of the carriage: fancying by my looks, 
\ fuppofe, that I had not the plague, he defired me to 
m^e ufe of his rooms till I had chofen my lodging 
for the night — 'The old venerable man fat by mc 
and M^idemoifelle while we din^ ; and I had then 
fcnt down to the town to inform the Prince of my 
lituationT-^3ut I aiked my re^e^lable hoft where I 
fhould lodge if I (laid-r-He pointed to a fmall mi* 
ferable room acrols the court, with only bare walls, 
and the windows of it wer« all broken. This room 
was to contain all my fuite with me; for every com- 
pany I found that arrived, was kept apart from the 
Teft— r-T — Clofe to the door of thjs room- I faw a 
wretched creature alone, with de^kth in his coun- 
tenance— ^And iH^y, fays I, what is that miferahle 
figure?^^A man fulpe6ie<J to have the pUgue> who 
W4§ put away as far firom th« other* iw poifiW^ with 
a little clean ftraw to lie upon — ^^^l confei^ I was 
heartily glad when the imperial *^gent came frw^ 
the town, to inform me the Prince was v^ fiwry 
for the miftako^-that it never wji& M? intention I 

(hould be fent tq the convent— fc««Ith^nkje^ my ol<l 

4 
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father for his civilities, and haftened to the town, 
where I had been but a few moments, before a gold 
coach, made I believe in the year one, came to 
the door, with a fet of brown-bay ftone-horfes, that 
feemed to fpurn the earth — There was a Turkifh 
groom that held the bridle of each horle — A kind of 
chamberlain, with a gold robe on, and a long white 
ftick in his hand, and the Prince's private fecretary 
came to fetch me. The whole town, I believe, by 
this time was got round the equipage, and we pro- 
ceeded very flowly to tfie firft court of the palace, 
in which I went through a double row of guards, 
fome of them Janiffaries, and the others Amauts and 

Albanians In the fecond court was another 

double row of guards, and thefe extended up a large 
flight of fteps that conduced us to the great 
audience-chamber, in the corner of which, a fpace 
was divided off with cufhions, upon which fat the 
Prince, drefTed and attended a la Turque; over his 
head were ranged the horfes tails, the great helmet 
and feather, the magnificent fabre, and other arms 
which I had feen parade^before him in the ftreets 
of Conflantinople He afked me by the inter- 
preter, how Monf. de Choifeul did — and if I would. 

R r 
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not make fome ftay in Wallachia Coffee and 

fweetmeats were ferved, and when I rofe to take 
my leave, one of his chamberlains told me in a 
whifper to fit down again, when my ears were 
aflailed , by the moft diabolical noife I ever heard ; 
upon which with a very grave loud voice the fe- 
cretary faid, c*ejl pour vous Madame — dejh la mujupie 
du Prince '» and the Prince defired me to look out 
into the court — ^There I faw trumpets of all kinds, 
brals plates ftriking together, and drums of all fizes — 
fome of which, not larger than breakfaft-cups,-were 
ranged on the ground, and the ftrikers of them 
fquatted on the ground to beat them— Each mu- 
iician was endeavouring to drown the noife of his 
neighbour, by making a louder if pofiible; and I 
do not know that my nerves ever were io tried 
before— for my companion, who faw the difficulty 
I had to refrain from laughing, was faying, for God's 

fake do not laugh 

Mr. de Choifeul's excellent Genoan muficians 
came into my head too at that moment, and the 
contraft of his mufic to the noife I heard, added to 
the abfurdity of the thing, fo that I fufiFcred 
extremely — ^however this fcene did not laft 
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long, I was called to have an audience of the 
Princefs 

But here I muft leave you for the prefent. Before 
I fet out I will finifh my account of this re- 
ception. 

Adieu,. 



E..C 
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LETTER LXV. 

The Princefs was fitting a la Turque, with 
three of her daughters by her, they were about 
nine, ten, and eleven years old — The Princels might 
be about thirty, a very handfome face, fomething 
like the Duchels of Gordon, only her features and 
countenance had more foftnefe, and her fkin and 
hair were fairer — Her perfon was rather fat, and flie 
was above fix months advanced in her eighth preg^ 
tiancy — She took my hand and feated me by her — 
The Prince, to (hew me an extraordinary degree 

of re^eft, had fuffered Mr. V to come into 

the Harem, and he fat down by him. There were 
near twenty women in the room, one of whom, 
inflead of a turban, had a high cap of fable put 
behind her hair, that was combed up ftraight over 
a kind of roll — ^This head-drefe was far from being 
ugly or unbecoming — ^The Princefe told me it was 
a lady of Wallachia, and that the cap was the dre& 

of the coimtry After the Princefe had afked me 

all the fimple queftions generally aiked by the 

5 
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Eaftem females— fhe afked me if I was dreffed in 
the French fafliion; and told me fhe ihould be 
happy to know any thing fhe could do to detain me 
in Wallachia a whole year — The Prince feemed to 
defire it as much as flie did — But I aifured them I 
fhould not ftay four-and-twenty hours in Buccoreft, 
They then defired me to fup with them, which I 
confented to, but defired I might return to my 
lodgings to write to Conflantinople, as I had pro- 
mifed immediately upon my arrival to this place— 
I was condu£l:ed back to my coach, and through 
the courts with the fame ceremony as I came — And 
being feated, the fecretary told me he wajs ordered 
to fhew me a* fine Englifh garden belonging to an 
old boyard, which we went to. A country curate's 
kitchen-garden in England and that were the 
fame — But the mafler of it was a venerable figure 
with a beard as white as fnow, dreffed in a long 
muHin robe, fupported by his fervants, as he walked 
with difficulty — He prefently ordered all the fruit 
in his garden to be prefented to me ; and when I 
was going out of the garden, I met the very lady, 
with her fur cap, I had feen in the palace— She 
fliewed fuch tranfports of joy upon finding me at 
her fsXhefs houfe, that it was with difficulty I could 
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get from her ; ftie had taken me in her arms, and 
almoft fmothered me with kiffes— 



The re^ieftable father's name is Bano Dedefcojo, 
and one of the principal noblemen in Wallachia; 
however I got to my lodgings at laft, and fcarcely 
had finifhed a letter to Mr. de Chbifeul, when two 
of the Prince's people with the fecretary came in; 
followed by many more of his houfehold. The fe- 
cretary defired me to go and look over a gaillery 
that furrounded the back court of the houfc, I did 
fo; and I faw a beautiful Arabian horie, in the midft 

of a great mob; two Turks held his bridle ^Thc 

fecretary told me the Prince hearing that I was fond 
of horfes defired me to acicept that, which a 
Pacha of three Tails • had given him a few days 
before*-Hand he hoped I fhould accept of it with 
the regard with which it was prefented— J gave 
him as civil an anfwer as I could imagine, and very 
handfome prefents in money to the grooms that 
brought him, and to the whole kt of Aable peoplei — 
The fupper was ferved in a more European miolner 
than I fhould have imagined; a table upcm legs, 
and chairs to fit oh were things I did not txp€€U 
The Prince fzt at the end of the table, his wife cm 

one fide, and I on. the other. Mr.V was 

4 
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likewife invited, and fat at my left — Several women 

* 

fat down to fupper with us. The Princeis had nine 
females behind her chair to wait upon her — feveral 
lilver things, evidently the produce of England) 
were fet upon the table, fuch as falt-fellers, cruets; 
&c. &c. but there were four candlefticks that feemed 
to be made of alabafter, fet with flowers compofed 
of fmall rubies and emeralds, that were very beau- 
tiful Deteftable Turkifh mufic was played 

during the whole fupper — ^but relieved now and 
then by Bohemians, whofe tunes were quite delight- 
ful, and might have made the heavieft clod of earth 
defire to dance. The Prince faw the impreflion this 
mufic made upon me, and dcfired they might play 
oftener than the Turks — It feems thefe Bohemians 
are bom flaves, the property of the reigning Prince 
of Wallachia, while his power lafl:s — ^There are, as 
he told me, five thoufand of them left, formerly 

there were five-and-twenty thoufand —After the 

fupper was over we fat fome time in the large 
room the Princefe firft received me in, but the Prince 

and Mr. V fat on one fide, and the Princeis, 

myfelf, and the other women on the other- 



II W I • 



The Princeis, I believe, thought I gave mylelf the 
liberties of a traveller, when I told her the ladies 
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with us learned to dance and write — ^with fome 
other things which flie doubted of, likewife — — 






Her hufband ixnoaked his pipe, and I was forry 
fhe did not too, for I faw that it was her civility to 

a ftranger th^t prevented her The Prince alked 

me if I knew the Emperor and Prince Kaunitz — 
and upon my anfwering in the affirmative, he alked 
me—" Should I fee them?"—" Probably" — " Why 
then (faid he) do you tell the Prince I am devoted 
to his commands-— and tell the Emperor, I hope 
" now we are fo near one another, we fhall be good 
" friends" — ^The oddnefs of thefe melTages was very 
near making me laugh — ^but I gravely aiTured him I 
ihould deliver them faithfully, if I had an oppor- 
tunity—About half paft eleven I.rofeto take my 
leave, and received from the Princels fome very 
beautiful embroidered handkerchiefs, and was 
obliged again to excufe myfelf from flaying only 
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a twelvemonth with her, which flie faid would be 
a great amufement to her, as my prefence was full 

1 

of graces 1 retired with all the attendants I had 

before, only with the addition of I believe a hundred 
flambeaux, and all the Turkilh aiid Bohemian 
mufic playing by the fide of the large gold coach— 
The honid difcord and comical proceffion got the 
better of all my gravity ; and though the fecretary 
was there, I laughed all the way to the French 
ConfuFs houfe, where I now write, the civil man 
and wife infifting upon giving me a bed, Mr. V-^— — ^^s 
ideas pf good-breeding were fo difcompofed, by my 
laughing, that he aifured the fecretary the perfedion 
of my ear for mufic was fuch, that the leaft diicord 
in it made me laugh-r-and he repeated this in all the 

ways he could turn it 1 faid, vh! oui, c*ejl bien 

vrai; but between whiles I faid in Englifii, what 
would you have me do, I feel like Punch parading 
through the ftreets, with all theie trumpets and this 
mob about me — However, the fecretary and Mr. 
V — : — at laft caught the infe£iion, and we arrived 
laughing all three at the houfe, where the ConfuPs 
wife had prepared me a comfortable bed, and I got 
rid of my mufic by giving them a handftil of 
money. 

S s 
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It is fo hot that I cannot fleep, and I am writing 
to you, dear Sir — : — This is no inconfiderable town, 
the {ituation of it is very beautiful — ^indeed in this 
country it would be difficult to find an ugly fcite— 
Wallachia pays to the Porte a tribute of four 
hundred purfes * yearly, exclufive of grain, wool, 
and many thoufand fheep— Shepherds pay an annual 
tribute befide, of eighty thoufand fkins of the cattle, 
with butter, cheefe, and tallow 

If the grain fails from Egypt, this country is 
obliged to fupply the deficiency at Conftantinople — 
Still I affirm -that upon earth, Sir, all things fuperior 
in their nature, either animate or inanimate, are 
taxed cruelly — This beautiful country, the foil and 
climate of which makes every produce luxuriant, 
is by the hand of fate under a power which extorts 
unmercifiiUy from the natives, through the ne- 
ceffitics of the Porte, if not by the rapine of the 
Princes, and preiTes plenty firom her fource, driving 
often the wretched Wallaques to fly into the 
mountains, where, at leaft for a time, they avoid 
the cruelties they find from a tyrannical govern^ 
ment, which puniflies them for the deficiencies the 
extortions of that very government have occafioned* 

* A purie is loo iequio*. 
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I fet out early to-morrow, and fhall write from 
Hermanftadt, the firft imperial town I fliall reach — 
I have a very clever addition to my fuite here, a 
kind of trader and interpreter, who fpeaks the 
Wallachian language perfeftly, and is going to 
Hermanftadt 

Adieu, dear Sir, 



E. C- 



S s 2 
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LETTER LXVI. 

Hermanstadt, }v\jt 1 8, 1785. 

The firft poft from Buccoreft is a place 
called Florefly, fituated eight leagues weft of Buc- 
coreft 1 paffed two fmall rivers, that unite and 

increale the current of the river Argis, which river 
runs many leagues along the bottom of the Wal- 
lachian and Tranfylvanian mountains — ; — ^.I was 
overtaken by the moft terrible fiorm of thunder and 
rain tliat I think I ever faw, and inftead of reaching 
a boyard's houie prepared for me, the firft night, 
I was obliged to halt, and wait patiently till the 

elements chofe to abate their fury 1 was lefe 

incommoded than my fellow-travellers, whofe car- 
riages were quite open — and the wind, rain, 
thunder, and lightning delayed us the greateft part 
of the night — ^When we could proceed we went on, 
and refted under the ho^itable roof of a boyafd, 
whofe houie was beautifully fituated on the river 
Argis, at the foot of the mountains — ^Here ended the 
flat part of the country, which extends from the 
Danube, and we began gradually to afcend. 1 refted 
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at another boyard's houfc, and faw, to the right as I 
paiTed, a large Greek monaftery, fituated on the 
declivity of a mountain, furrounded by fome well 
cultivated lands — I (hall not attempt to defcribe the 
majeftic beauties of the mountains— timber and 
{hrubs of all kinds gave them a variety of greens—^ 
When we got to the bottom we followed the courfc 
of the river, which ran with rapidity, and its lerpen* 
tine meanders were as graceful and fublimc as the 
mountains that poured forth the ftream — Here and 
there, indeed, the fides of the mountains were per^^ 
pendicular, and accidents, or tempefb, had thrown 
down huge trees that lay acrofs the river, and 
damming up the water made it fall in cafcade^-^ 
Nothing more wild or romantic can be conceived, 
than many places of this fort by which I pafTed — ^biit 
fuch fcenery could fcarcelycompenfate for the dread<^ 

ftil road You may conceive, my dear Sir, what a 

flow progi*efs I made in the mountains, about 

■ • . 

twenty peafantd on foot held up my carriage, the 
wheels of which were lifted over flones as big as 
the carriage; the night before laft, juflupon a little 
plain, when my guides thought they might venture 
to let the carriage go^ I was overturned, and 
as it was for the firft time in my life, upon the 
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ground, I was fo much aftonifhed, though not hur^ 
that I never thought of getting out, till Mademoifelle 

D repeatedly crying out, Jejuis mortem raifed 

mc out of ray ftupid furprife; fhe had received a 
blow in the middle of hei- ftomach, but it was only 
an outward bruife, and in two hours flie felt no 

inconvenience This road between Tranfylvania 

and W^dlachia is torn up and defhroyed ; it was an 
article in the laft peace concluded between the 
Emperor and the Porte, I fuppofe to make the con- 
veyance of heavy artillery impofHble — However 
convenient this may be to either power, the incon- 
venience to travellers muft be dreadful One of 

the carriages .that followed mine was broken into a 
thouland pieces, and my new interpreter with one 
fervant came upon horfes, having put the baggage 
upon others, juft in time to fee my carriage fet up 
again; as to theirs it remains in fragments in the 

place where it broke to "pieces If any German 

i)f your acquaintance, for bufinefs or curiolity, comes 
into thefe. countries, let him ntake his journey on . 
horfeback — I affure you, Sir, thefe beautiful moun- 
tains are well worth feeing; from ^e foot to the 
crown of them they bear the richeft foliage — ^And 
in Wallachia, where, the wood has been cut, and 
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s^cultiure has been employed, the fineft turf, the 
fineft crops of grain, prove the foil to be what it is, 
when you can fee it freflily flung up — a rich black 
mould. This country may be called indeed a jewel 
ill fet, what would it be under the hands of tafte 
and induftry 

The timber at prefent is but little employed, the 
trouble of conveying it away from the mountains 
being exceflive ; the river is too fliallow, and too 
much obftrufted to admit of rafts — - — I flept the 
night before laft, after my overturn, at a place 
where there were only two miferable huts; one had 
a kitchen juft big enough to hold my mattrefs, which 
Mademoifelle and I divided.. The morning waked 
me, and I faw my Arabian grafing clofe to my 
window, upon a little green plain; the twa Amauts 
that condufted him were faft afleep under his. feet — 
He was tethered by a rope, and feemed to; be much 
accuftomed to have attendants waiting upon him — 
A few hours brought me to a cuftom-houfe of the 
Emperor's, that is upon the frontiers, ftill at the 
edge of the river that I had follow ed^ and at the 
bottom, of thofe enchanting mountains, deftined 
certainly for other puipofes . than, harbouring 
opprefTed fubjeds or fugitive murderers — I cannot 
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tell you, Sir, how glad I was to fee the feagle upon ^: 
poft, and feel myfelf undier the Imperial prote^ion^ 
though I never travelled fo well attended, jand fo' 
courteoufly treated as in Wallachia— The ill-- 
adminiftered government of the Porte can never 
fecure trravellers perfeftly from the outrages of 

rebellious provinces 

From the cuftomrhoufe I r^acrhed a fortrefi; 
where an old grey-headed major received me .with' 
the greatefl: re^eA and attention, and I walked i^ 
above eighty fteep ftone fteps to come to his apart-^ 
ments — ^There he gave me a fupper, and had . fome' 
clean comfortable beds prepared for me and all niy 
fuite This old gentleman told me he had com- 
manded there three-and-twenty years, and I was 
the firft lady he had feen or heard <^ palling that 

frontier If fome of my friends could have feen 

tlie outfide of this fortrels, and been told i was 
there, without knowing why — they would have 
thought me fliut up for life — — — — ^ 
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Five leagues more brought me to this place, 
where I am lodged at a Baron de Buccow's, fon of 
the late Governor's, but who lives now in partner- 
fliip with a Swifs family, who are worthy good 
people — and who feem to me to be as glad to have 
me reft three days, as I am to feel myfelf among 
Chriflian like people — 

There is a camp of cavalry here, and the Em- 
peror arrived the day before I did to review the 
regiments—^ — He fent me a meffage the inftant he 
knew I was come, to know if I was lodged well, 
and to alk how I did, and if I was not accom- 
modated properly, he fliould give orders that I 

might find apartments to my liking 1 fent him 

back word I could not be better fituated, and he is 
to do me the honour of calling upon me to-morrow 

morning He has only General Brown with him, 

and he lodges like a private gentleman, at an inn in 
the town— One of the wheels of my carriage 
broke, and they were all in fo bad a condition, that 
I am obliged to ftay here four days, to have a new 

fet 1 fhall write the day after to-morrow, when 

I quit my hofpitable hofts. 

I remain, dear Sir, youi^s ever, 

E. C 

T t 
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LETTER LXVIL 

Dear Sir, 

HuMANSTADT, Jirljr a8, 1786. 

I Have been extremely well entertained here 
by the Governor^ who is a fenfible old man, and 
the only goy emor remaining in the Imperial fervice, 
a$ I am told, that was ib named by the late Empreis — 
He is a Proteftant~*He has a well arranged cabinet of 
i|>ecimen$ .from all the mmea. g{ Tranfylvania ; the 
gold is very fine, the gold mines are rich, I am told they 
pay annually two hundred and fifty thoufand ducats 
to the Empteror; this is a tax upon the pn^rietorsof 
the mines, which is about the rate of a third of the 
folid weight of ore extra£led^ — ^viz. three florins out 
of nine — a much more fenfiUe plan than making all 
the gold or iUver mines in a country the property 
of the Ibvereign, if once difcovered; die natural 
confequence of which law is, that the pofleflbrs of 
the land which contain thoie precious mines, take 
great care they fhould never be found — — — 
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He is very fond of piftures, and has a colle6lion 
among which a Charles the Firft and his wife are 
extremely fine — and a St. Jerome, by Guido, with 
a lion, is invaluable— indeed he faid he had been 
offered four thoufand pounds for the laft ■■ A 
noble Hungarian, a Comte de Vitzay, and his wife, 
who was an Ellerhazy, with fome more nobility, 
dined with me at the Governor's, and the Gomte de 
Vitscay has taken the charge of my- Arabian to 
Vienna** — -i believe I told you in my laft that the 
Emperor hadfent me word he fhould wait upon me, 
which he did — He came on foot, attended only by 

General Brown, and fat two hours <and a half 
looking over the maps and prefents I have rtttivGdi 
the maps fecmed to pleafe him very much; and 
when I delivered to him the Prince of Wallachia's 
meflage he laughed, as I was a very faithful am- 

balfador Yefterday morning I was at the review, 

but the day was wet, ftormy, and uncomfortable. 
The Emperor quitted Hermanftadt after the review 
was over— —He fent General Brown to tell me, 
he had been fo good to order him to write to the 
Comte de Soro, that commanded at Temefwar, and 
to the Comte de CoUoredo, at Peterwaradin, that 
poft-horfes might be ready for me, if I chofe to go . 

T t 2 
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round by Peterwaradin to fee the Croat troops- 
which I fuppofe you know form a kind of militia, 
that, guarding the frontiers in time of peace, 
cultivate the land — and in time of war are the 
troops moft to be depended upon The Em- 
peror had given me an account of thefe troops, 
and feemed to wifti I ftiould go round to fee them — 
but I confefs I long much to reach Vienna, having 
letters-! am fure which intereft me very much, 
waiting for me — — — — «— — — 



I fliall write when I reach Vienna — ^and remain 
with great refpeft and affe6iion, 



Your*s, 



E. C 
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LETTER LXVIlt., 

Vienna, Aaguft 30, 1786. 

I Am arrived very fafely and pleafandy here^ 
and was only delayed upon the road by the Comte 
de.Soro, whp infifted upon my dining with him — r~ 
I think Hungary a noble country, and only wants 
navigations ipade acrofe from the Adriatic to the 
Danube,., to be one of the richeft and bell peoplied 
countries upon. eart)i.., Turkifli idlenefs, which 
probably ever will remain, the lame,/^ve^ a, fipe 
opportunity for the inhabitants, of Hungary to 
become the richeft and happieft people in the 

world If fate had made me miftrefe of that 

particular ijpot,. I fiiould form a flri£l; alliance with 
the Porte, alking nothing but a free trade upon the 
Bl2^:k . Sea^^-rCain .you. conceive, Sir, any thing fo 
comfortable,, as to have an imrtenfe wall or barrier,, 
fiach Turkifh fiipin^nels creates, between my king- 
dom and, an ambitious neighbour ?r-^ How I would 
encourage. Afiatic Iplendour,. fuperftition, and 
lazineis, and never do any thing that could weaken 

fiich a barrier— Ambition, which often leads, 
u 
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men into many wrong paths in politics, may fuggeft 
to the Imperial courts that the Turks ftiould be 
confined to their Afiatic ftiore, and all European 
Turkey ftiould belong to the Chriftians — but I am 
not of that opinion ; and after the fea, I would not 
wifti to iurround my country with any other defence 
than that 'which Mahometan idlenefs could form — 
The Turks are ftdthfiil to thcii: treaties, and do not 
feek war und^r fjdfe pretences — Their revolted 
pachas give them too much trouble, conftantly, not 
to make diem defire eternal peace with their foreign 
lieighhQur& — ^Agfentlcman with a foolifti troublefome 
wife to make his firefide uncomfortable, does not 
go out of "his houfe to fec^ new difcontents — Such 

is the lituation of the Porte The perpetual 

difquietude of the empire makes the thinking 
Turk find a comfort in the dull moments of reft 
he finds upon his carpet, fpread under the lofty 
plantane — ^and we muft not wonder to lee fo many 
of them feemingly to enjoy moments, which to us 
'would be death-like xhipidity. But^'as I am not 
the fovereign of any countty, I will not take up 
more of your time with toly refleftions, but tell you 
that I found Prince Kaimitz here very glad to fee 
ine; he faluted me with a^^i^, vcms voUa Trta nolde 
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Dame I have a great fatisfaftion here in feeing 

the young Countefs of p and her fifter, whom I 

was acquainted with before; but Lady G 1 never 

had an opportunity of feeing fince her new connec- 
tion with me She is gentle, modeil, and amiable, 

and I find both her and her fifter pleaie very much 

here 1 Ihall ftay only till I receive letters from; 

and , and then let out for Anlpach, , 

a 

where I fhall have the honour and moft fincere 
pleafure of paying my reijpe£^s to you, and afluring. 
you in perfon how much. I am, dear brother^ 

afFe£lionate fifter. 

And devQted: friend. 



■f * 



E. C 
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